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Shortly after the introduction of the car as mass transportation, the concern for mass parking became
a result. The evolution of parking structures thus has followed the evolution of car traffic through all its
phases, from the heroic staging of mobility as celebrated by the modernist movement, to the everyday
dependency of the late 20th century, and onward to the increasing rolling back of the cars’ dominance
over the urban domain that is today the norm in cities worldwide.

Most likely, the further evolution of parking will be a result of the ongoing changes in the nature of
mobility, which promise to alter both the way cars are operated as well as their status in the public
sphere. So far, however, it is not the basic nature of parking garages as a building type that has changed,
but rather their significance in the greater context, which has become the focus of creative design.
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Most examples of parking structures basically consist of only two elements: structure and veil. The
choice of structure is intricately linked to the parking layout, choice of ramping principle and building
technology available, all with a view to deliver a maximum of parking spaces with a minimum of cost.
This part, in essence, is purely rational and almost mathematical — in fact, design algorithms have been
implemented which can instantly provide optimized solutions from just a few variables.

This in turn leads to the paradoxical fact that the second element — the veil — often becomes the sole
bearer of the architectural intent and design ambition, even though the thickness of the facade is no
more than a few centimeters, literally creating a beauty which is only skin-deep.

The assumption lies at hand that therefore the design of parking facilities is a banal task, but this would
be disregarding the impact that these structures have on their surroundings, which means that although
functionally simple, the parking garage typology requires just as much design quality as a more complex
building type to make a successful contribution to the city and landscape.

Creating a user-friendly, pleasant and intuitively navigable layout is key — as it is evident by the
countless examples of the contrary, which can be found anywhere in the world. But it is also important
to understand the potential that such structures can offer by means of becoming hubs in their own right,
and by challenging their inherent nature of mono-functionality.

Especially in the urban context, classical parking structures have revealed themselves as a double-
edged sword. On the one hand, they can help free up valuable urban space for public purposes, reduce
the barriers of car-filled streets, and at the same time help increase the density and intensity of the urban
condition. On the other hand, free standing parking garages, if not cleverly integrated, often lead to
monotonous and inanimate street frontage, or even a full disruption of the urban context — and especially
larger structures can risk creating traffic barriers of their own.

This is where good design can make the difference, activating the potential of parking as a positive
catalyst in the public domain. Not just in the visual appearance, but also in the understanding of the
building as a direct continuation of the urban realm, including the need for mixed use and integration of
various traffic forms — highlighting the fact that car parksshould first and foremost be created for people,
not cars.
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Flughaten Hamburg GmbH

Client:

60,900 m*

Volume:

Parking places: 808

Levels:
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This multi-storey car park, by its position and language of forms,
marks the pivot of the airport's urban design layout, a hub to the
different building zones and airport areas. 800 parking spaces on
nine levels are placed on both sides of a double spiral ramp for
separate access and exit circulation (double helix ramp). Each
level is directly accessible. There is one-way circulation on all
ramps and parking decks, the only crossings are at the entrances
and exits respectively.

Pedestrian circulation is located on the north side opposite the
terminal building. The stair tower is clad with glass blocks and

linked to the parking decks via light-weight bridges. A set-back
floor and plant room forms the weather-protection cover for the
uppermost spiral ramp levels.

Apart from the dominating geometric form of the circle, a further
essential design element of the car park is the articulation of floor
levels by means of partial curtain. Wall 'screen’ which allows views
outside and at the same time provides cross-ventilation. The car
park design is geared to the building's function. It is enveloped in
the simplest materials which are detailed and combined in a highly
disciplined manner.
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PARK AND RIDE FOLLING

Folling 465157

Location: Folling/ Graz, Osterreich

Client: Grazer Bau - und Grunraumsicherungs GmbH (GBG)
e Area: 5,330 m’

Parking places: 200

Photography:  Kurt Kuball




