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Foreword

y definition, controversies are “discussions of questions in
Bwhich opposing opinions clash” (Webster’s Twentieth Cen-
tury Dictionary Unabridged). Few would deny that controver-
sies are a pervasive part of the human condition and exist on
virtually every level of human enterprise. Controversies tran-
spire between individuals and among groups, within nations
and between nations. Controversies supply the grist necessary
for progress by providing challenges and challengers to the
status quo. They also create atmospheres where strife and war-
fare can flourish. A world without controversies would be a
peaceful world; but it also would be, by and large, static and
prosaic.

The Series’ Purpose

The purpose of the Current Controversies series is to explore
many of the social, political, and economic controversies
dominating the national and international scenes today. Titles
selected for inclusion in the series are highly focused and spe-
cific. For example, from the larger category of criminal justice,
Current Controversies deals with specific topics such as police
brutality, gun control, white collar crime, and others. The de-
bates in Current Controversies also are presented in a useful,
timeless fashion. Articles and book excerpts included in each
title are selected if they contribute valuable, long-range ideas
to the overall debate. And wherever possible, current informa-
tion is enhanced with historical documents and other relevant
materials. Thus, while individual titles are current in focus, ev-
ery effort is made to ensure that they will not become quickly
outdated. Books in the Current Controversies series will re-
main important resources for librarians, teachers, and stu-
dents for many years.
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Forensic Technology

In addition to keeping the titles focused and specific, great
care is taken in the editorial format of each book in the series.
Book introductions and chapter prefaces are offered to pro-
vide background material for readers. Chapters are organized
around several key questions that are answered with diverse
opinions representing all points on the political spectrum.
Materials in each chapter include opinions in which authors
clearly disagree as well as alternative opinions in which au-
thors may agree on a broader issue but disagree on the pos-
sible solutions. In this way, the content of each volume in
Current Controversies mirrors the mosaic of opinions en-
countered in society. Readers will quickly realize that there are
many viable answers to these complex issues. By questioning
each author’s conclusions, students and casual readers can be-
gin to develop the critical thinking skills so important to
evaluating opinionated material.

Current Controversies is also ideal for controlled research.
Each anthology in the series is composed of primary sources
taken from a wide gamut of informational categories includ-
ing periodicals, newspapers, books, U.S. and foreign govern-
ment documents, and the publications of private and public
organizations. Readers will find factual support for reports,
debates, and research papers covering all areas of important
issues. In addition, an annotated table of contents, an index, a
book and periodical bibliography, and a list of organizations
to contact are included in each book to expedite further re-
search.

Perhaps more than ever before in history, people are con-
fronted with diverse and contradictory information. During
the Persian Gulf War, for example, the public was not only
treated to minute-to-minute coverage of the war, it was also
inundated with critiques of the coverage and countless analy-
ses of the factors motivating U.S. involvement. Being able to
sort through the plethora of opinions accompanying today’s
major issues, and to draw one’s own conclusions, can be a
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Foreword

complicated and frustrating struggle. It is the editors’ hope
that Current Controversies will help readers with this struggle.
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Introduction

“The main cause of the underuse of fo-
rensic technology is that it is very expen-
sive.”

n recent years, public interest in forensic technology has
Igrown, largely because of such television dramas as CSI:
Crime Scene Investigation and others like it. However, these
shows offer a somewhat distorted picture of forensics. They
imply that when an investigator finds evidence, this will im-
mediately lead to the arrest and conviction of whoever com-
mitted the crime. That is not how it works in real life. The
people who investigate crime scenes are usually not the same
people who do laboratory work; evidence must be sent away
to a lab and it is often many weeks, even months, before a re-
port on it is received. Moreover, some of the technologies
shown on television are either so new that few police depart-
ments have access to them or they do not even exist yet.

Also, as is explained in Chapter One of this book, most
existing forensic technologies have not been scientifically vali-
dated and are not nearly as foolproof as either the public or
the legal profession supposes. They are not the same kind of
“technology” as computer technology, which turns out prod-
ucts meeting uniform specifications—they involve human in-
terpretation. This would be true even if their reliability had
been measured by science.

Forensic technology is nevertheless extremely valuable in
criminal investigations, whether or not it produces evidence
admissible in court. But unfortunately, it is not as widely uti-
lized as is generally assumed. In the case of DNA testing—by
far the most reliable of the various technologies available—
underuse prevents both the conviction of criminals who might
otherwise be caught and the exoneration of innocent persons
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