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Preface

This monograph represents the first scholarly contribution elucidating the constitu-
tional law of Kosovo in the English-language. Being the world’s youngest state
and facing numerous problems surrounding its international recognition, Kosovo
remains an example of a state that has been formed under an international super-
visory framework. Hence, the international community’s state-building efforts have
shaped and directed most of the constitutional and legal choices, of both interna-
tional and domestic relevance, made in Kosovo.

Given this context, this monograph has two major objectives. First, it provides an
informative overview of Kosovo’s constitutional law and the institutional organiza-
tion deriving thereof, including the underlying principles that the international com-
munity built while setting up these designs. On the other hand, the monograph
provides a critical assessment and analysis of the main rationales upon which the
constitutional choices were made, offering certain arguments and in-depth scrutiny
on several key issues.

As a young state, Kosovo has not yet built its fundamental legislation and insti-
tutional organization at the level of a fully fledged state. Hence, the lack of insti-
tutional and legislative frameworks on a number of issues, coupled with the poor
and scarce case law of the Kosovar courts to date, has presented significant chal-
lenges. To this extent, we have had to leave unexamined and unexplained a number
of issues deemed of secondary relevance for a state, hoping to produce an updated
version in several years, as Kosovo continues to build its own legislation. Accord-
ingly, we have tried to provide the most information possible on the structural issues
of the polity, understanding that much more must be included in a monograph
explaining a more fully developed state.

To date, the lack of many scholarly contributions addressing Kosovo’s constitu-
tional law in the aftermath of independence — both in English and in domestic lan-
guages — makes it more difficult to address the discussions from a diverse and
scholarly perspective. However, the monograph, in general, builds upon several of
the analyses we have conducted in recent years — most of which have been pub-
lished in internationally peer-reviewed journals — and on other internationally peer-
reviewed works that deal with post-independence Kosovo. The question of
academic impartiality in explaining and analysing the issues this monograph eluci-
dates holds substantial importance. Thus, we have followed a rigidly neutral
approach toward every issue, especially those with an ethnic nature, making the
monograph itself’ academically sustainable and inclusively comprehensible. This
characteristic — amongst others — brings this work up to international standards.

In addition, this monograph has greatly benefited from in-depth comments made
by our academic colleagues at the Group for Legal and Political Studies — who have
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Preface

offered both academic and practical insights on the constitutional developments in
Kosovo — and whose comments have much improved and sharpened the issues elu-
cidated in this monograph.

Finally, we would like to express our thanks to the editors of this series, Prof. Dr
André Alen and Dr David Haljan. We extend a special thank you to Mr Joeri Lau-
wers, who coordinated this project and enabled the publishing of this monograph (o
proceed in a timely manner.

Pristina, March 2011
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