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PREFACE TO THE CONCISE SIXTH
EDITION

This is the first edition of the casebook joined by Marc Spindelman and
Philomila Tsoukala. As with earlier editions, this book is designed first and
foremost for use in the classroom. It is structured to introduce students to
the major issues in the field of family law with a particular emphasis on
21% century case law and statutes.

As previous editions have done, this book draws on a variety of sources
in order to emphasize the powerful emotional and psychological dynamics
of family life that the law must address. Material is provided on what
occurred after a number of the included court decisions in order to
illustrate the strengths and weaknesses of judicial intervention in family
matters. Material from history and the social sciences is also included in
order to provide students with a broader perspective on major issues. In
addition to appellate opinions, the book includes other sources of law
including a custody trial transcript, domestic abuse regulations, sample
forms for parenting plans, and key sections from model acts. Finally, the
casebook has been enriched with comparative and international materials
that help to situate American family law in its global context.

Deletions from excerpted material are marked except when the omitted
material consists only of citations or footnotes.

We are indebted to the many colleagues and students whose probing
questions and suggestions over the years have helped to shape these
materials. We are particular grateful to Milton C. Regan, dJr., for his many
contributions to the Fifth Edition that continue to enrich the new edition.
We also appreciate Melissa Murray’s thoughtful feedback on the Fifth
Edition that helped us to improve the Sixth. Georgetown law students
Larkin Kittel, Kevin Lownds, Vanessa Nason, James Stanco, Tara Stearns,
and Caroline Rose Van Wie together with Ohio State law students Aric
Birdsell, Brookes Hammock, J.T. Larson, Richard Muniz, Sarah Rogers,
Micah Tippie, and Joseph Wenger provided outstanding research assistance
in preparing this edition. At Ohio State, Susan Edwards provided signifi-
cant editorial assistance, and Katherine Hall gave indispensable help with
both research and sources. At Georgetown, Anna Selden oversaw the entire
manuscript and Jennifer Locke Davitt coordinated copyright permissions.
Our thanks go to all of you and to our families for their inspiration and
support.

JUDITH AREEN
MARC SPINDELMAN
PaiLomiLA TSOUKRALA

Washington, D.C.
February 2012
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