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PREFACE

nal evidence applied in the criminal justice environment. Criminal Evidence,

sixth edition, includes a description of the trial process, types of evidence,
the rules relating to relevance, hearsay (including the Confrontation Clause), doc-
umentary evidence, qualification of witnesses, privileges, presumptions, judicial
notice, photographs, and character. The text also presents the principles relating
to the impact of the Constitution of the United States on the admissibility of evi-
dence (i.e., search and seizure, admissions and confessions, the right to counsel,
identification procedures). Finally, the text presents those principles relating to the
law enforcement professional as a witness.

The sixth edition of Criminal Evidence presents the basic concepts of crimi-

This text is written in a clear, lively, and personal style to appeal to criminal
justice professionals and students on the way to becoming professionals. Special
attention is given to helping students understand the legal aspects of the principles
relating to the admissibility of evidence at a criminal court hearing or trial. Stu-
dents often perceive the law as a complex of incomprehensible rules with uncer-
tain application in the workplace. In Criminal Evidence, sixth edition, when an
evidence principle is presented, an example or application to the real world of law
enforcement immediately follows. Relevant court decisions that affect the admis-
sibility of evidence are discussed in the text, but only to the extent necessary to
illustrate the rules. All program components fit into an integrated learning system
that helps students learn and apply important course concepts.
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PREFACE

This text is available as an e Textbook at www.coursesmart.com. At CourseSmart
you can save up to 50% oft the cost of a print textbook, reduce your impact on
the environment, and gain access to powerful web tools for learning. CourseSmart
has the largest selection of eTextbooks available anywhere, offering thousands of
the most commonly adopted textbooks from a wide variety of higher education
publishers. CourseSmart eTextbooks are available in one standard online reader
with full text search, notes and highlighting, and email tools for sharing notes
between classmates. For further details contact your sales representative or go to
WwWWw.coursesmart.com.
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CHAPTER OBJECTIVES) ’;,
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This chapter is an introduction to the law’ dﬁ( aw\: - =
dence, the court process, personnel, and pretnal“‘ s
'\ w

process from the law enforcement professional” sﬂm,:
point. After reading this chapter you will be able to:

» Explain what constitutes evidence.
» State the objectives of the rules of evidence.

» Name the most common version of evidence law
in the United States.

» Describe the three basic police functions.

» Contrast the jobs of the prosecuting attorney and
the defense attorney.

» Describe the dual court system in the United
States.

» Define probable cause to arrest.

» State the two alternative ways that a defendant can
be formally charged with a serious crime in the
United States.



