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UNIT ONE FAMILY LIFE

1 Desperate Housewives

1 Desperate Housewives is one of the famous situation
comedies at present. One of my friends lent me a whole set
of DVDs. 1 took the chance to see it through during the
winter break. It is not anything educational. The story
begins with the death of Mary Alice Young. She is the
narrator of the story as kind of omniscient spirit after death.
The plot is around the four women who live in the same
street and different stories happened to them, and all
headaches they are facing. As a Chinese idiom goes that
“Every family has its own headaches. ” A family well on the
surface might corrupt from inside, although most of us don’t

want to admit it.

2 Lynette, is one of the four women who seems to
have a big happy family. Unfortunately, her three naughty
boys and a baby in cradle drive her at the verge of craze. In
order to look after her sons, she quitted her job and became
a full-time housewife. Her sons are the most headaches for
her and bring her lots of troubles. She is at despair to make
them obedient. When others ask her how she feels about
being a full-time mother, she always replies that it's the best
work she’d ever done. Actually she doesn’t like it at all and
it gives her a feeling of failure. Susan, a divorced woman,
tries to draw attention of a single man who just moved to her
street. Bad luck always follows her. And the real identity of
Mike, the one she loves, is doubtful. Gabrielle, a beauty

omniscient / om'nisont / a. K Ff R 4m &g,
4ol

cradle / 'kreidl / n. %%
verge / voudz / n. M
obedient / o'biidiant / a. WM&, Wi
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married to a rich and successful merchant, finds her
husband too busy with his work and not have enough time
with her. She finds a young lover to relieve her stress
inside. At the same time, her husband wonders why she is
so unhappy after he has given her everything he can buy for
her. He doesn’t know that to a woman, a single rose and a
few words of praise will solve all the problems. Bree is a
perfect woman who always puts on airs. Seen from the
outside, she is perfect in every aspect. She is good at
everything, cooking, cleaning, repairing... but her husband
and her children don’t like her. It’s hard for them to know
her real feelings because she hides herself so deep, as to

keep her perfect manners.

3 Actually after watching two seasons of DVDs, I feel
I lose my confidence towards marriage. It seems that almost
everyone has his own problems. I fall into a trap that I begin
to think about any possible way to help them solve their
problems, because I don’t want to admit the majority of
marriages are unhappy. Maybe I'm too idealistic. If T were
them ... I I were Lynette, 1 would try to go back to my
work and I would not stand against those little boys. To be
against with someone will consume all of the energy one
has. Tl learn how to be a good mother. If I were Susan, I
would not be so rush to fall in love with another man, before
finding out and solving the problem of the former marriage.
If I were Gabrielle, I would talk with my husband and put
everything straight. If 1 were Bree, I just change my
perfectionism little by little, and try to keep my husband
from complaining. He should learn how to accept the good

aspect in my character and be tolerant.

4 1 can say everything like this, but I'm not them.
It’s hard to solve a real problem. If so, is it still good to get
married? (595 words)

trap / tep / n.

BE; Bk
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COMPREHENSION EXERCISES

I . Decide on the best choice to answer or complete each of the following.
1. What is the main idea of this passage?
A. It’s about American marriage.
B. It’s about Alice’s death.
C. Every family has its own headaches.
D. Not every one enjoys family life.
2. The first paragraph indicates that
A. Lynette is the real story-teller in the situation comedies
B. Mary Alice Young didn’t really die but pretended to be so
C. Each family has its own troubles that are unknown to outsiders
D. The members of Mary Alice Young easily get cold
3. The phrase “put on airs” (Para.2) means
A. to walk on air
B. to be stuck-up
C. to be in the air
D. to keep up appearance
4. Which of the following description about the four ladies is true? .
A. Lynette doesn’t enjoy being a full-time housewife.
B. It was wise for Susan to find a man to marry as soon as possible.
C. Bree’s family members don’t like her for she is too popular in the community.
D. Gabrielle falls in love with someone else and leaves her husband.
5. The writer is not sure
A. whether it is good to get married at all
B. whether it is easy to solve the family problems
C. whether she can give useful suggestions to the housewives
D. whether she is satisfied with herself as a housewife
II. Directions: In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and
answer the questions.
For questions 1 -7, mark
Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN)  if the information is not given in the passage.

For questions 8 — 10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.
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1. Desperate Housewives is a famous instructive situation comedy at present. [Y] [N] [NG]
2. The story is told by the spirit of Mary Alice Young, who seems to know everything.
[Y] [N] [NG]

3. Lynette is not content to be a full-time housewife. [Y] [N] [NG]
4. Lynette’s husband doesn’t think her a qualified mother. [Y] [N] [NG]
5. Susan is not sure whether she loves her new boyfriend or not. (Y] [N] [NG]
6. Gabrielle has a talk with her husband to let him know her true feeling. [Y] [N] [NG]
7. The author gives many helpful suggestions to the housewives in this article.

[Y] [N] [NG]
8. The author thinks is a trap.
9. The author suggests Lynette should not her little boys.

10. According to the author, as a wife one should to her husband.



2 Mary Lou

1 It was my first day as a newcomer to the school.
My past “newcomer” experiences had been difficult, so I
was very anxious to fit in. Being introduced to the class, I
bravely put on a smile and took my seat, expecting to be

shunned.

2 Lunchtime was a pleasant surprise when the girls
all crowded around my table. Their chatter was friendly, so
I began to relax. It wasn’t long before the class nerd was
pointed out to me; Mary Lou. Actually she called herself
Mary Louise, a prim, prissy young girl with dark eyes,
brown skin, a stern visage and old-fashioned clothing. The
girls’ whispers and giggles got louder and louder. Mary Lou
directly strode past our table, with chin held high and iron

determination. She ate alone.

3 After school, the girls invited me to join them in
front of the school gate. For what, 1 didn’t yet know. Oh,

how I wish I had gone home, but I had a lesson to learn.

4 Then, Mary Lou came down the school steps. The
taunting began. 1 paused, and then joined right in. My
momentum began to pick up as I approached her. Nasty,
mean remarks fell unabated from my lips. No one could tell
I’d never done this before. The other girls stepped back and
became my cheerleaders. Being emboldened, 1 yanked the
strap of her backpack and then pushed her. The strap
broke, Mary Lou fell and I backed off. Everyone was
laughing and patting me.

S5 1 was not proud. Something inside myself hurt. If
you've ever picked a wing off a butterfly, you know how I felt.

shun / fan / v.
), BF

(B#&) BF (RARX

chatter / ' tfeto / n.
#HiE

nerd / noid / n. ZekBARMA

prim / 'prim / a. ¥i¥dh, FHK

prissy / 'prisi / a. -/ HEMES; RIAEHY
b s

visage / vizidz / n. &, &%

B, RERKH

stern / stain / a.

taunt / tomt / v. MF, £%

momentum / mou'mentom / n. *H, A,
#k

nasty / ‘naisti / a. RAE6, 2R
mean / miin / a. F¥4y, BAH
unabated / (Ana'beitid / ad. R 553k, K
- $i.20

embolden / im’bguldon / v. EFfe¥, &
(%) B

yank / jepk / v AEdE, R 3h3



«+ 6+ UNIT ONE FAMILY LIFE

6 Mary Lou struggled up, gathered her books and —
without a tear shed or retort given — off she went. She held
her head high as a small trickle of blood ran down from her

bruised knee. I watched her limp away down the street.

7 1 noticed a man standing beside his car. His brown
skin, dark hair and handsome features told me this was her
father. Respectful of Mary Lou’s proud spirit, he remained
still and watched the lonely girl walk toward him. Only his
eyes—shining with both grief and pride—followed . As I
passed, he looked at me in silence with burning tears that
spoke to my shame and scalded my heart. He didn’t speak a

word.

8 No scolding from a teacher or preaching from a
parent could linger as much as that hurt in my heart from
the day a father’s eyes taught me kindness and strength and
dignity. I never again hurt anyone for my own gain. (428

words)

limp / limp / v. (BE#@) AT,

WA

scald / skoild / v. #4H

preach / priztf / v. 7K

COMPREHENSION EXERCISES

I . Decide on the best choice to answer or complete each of the following.

1. The phrase Fit in (Para. 1) means
A. to be the right size or shape
B. to be suitable
C. to adapt to
D. to find a place for
2. The second paragraph indicates that

A. Mary Lou was the only newcomer to the class

B. all the classmates except | were friendly to Mary Lou

C. Mary Lou didn’t feel ashamed to be excluded by other girls

D. I once abused Mary Lou even before she came to our class

3. “How I wish I had gone home, but I had a lesson to learn. " (Para. 3) means

A. 1 didn’t go home nor did I feel it a mistake for me
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B. I didn’t go home and what later happened gave me a hard lesson
C. I didn’t go home because 1 had a new lesson to learn by heart
D. I didn’t go home because the teacher would give me extra exercises
4. Before I began to abuse Mary Lou,
A. I felt a tinge of shame to insult her
B. I felt my desire to insult her strengthened
C. other girls stepped back and pushed her over
D. other girls pulled the strap of her backpack
5. When Mary Lou’s father saw what had happened,
A. he just blamed me speechlessly with his burning eyes
B. he scolded me loudly and fiercely with bitter words
C. he felt disgraced for her poor little daughter
D. he felt sorry only for her daughter’s bruised knee
Il. Directions: In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and
answer the questions.
For questions 1 -7, mark
Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN)  if the information is not given in the passage.
For questions® — 10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.
1. Both Mary Lou and I were newcomers. [Y] [N] [NG]
2. My anxiety to fit in the girls prompted me to treat Mary Lou so inhumanly.
[Y] [N] [NG]

3. 1 didn’t expect to be admitted immediately. [Y] IN] [NG]
4. When I abused Mary Lou, some girls joined me. [Y] [N] [NG]
5. After I pushed Mary Lou over, I was satisfied with that. [Y] [N] [NG]
6. Her father’s look left a lingering hurt in my heart. [Y] [N] [NG]
7. My parent spoke to me for my misbhehavior. (Y] [N] [NG]
8. When first introduced to the class, I expected to be

9. by the cheerleaders, I pulled the sirap of Mary Lou’s backpack and then

pushed her.
10. Without a tear shed or given — off Mary Lou went.



3 Father and Son

1 A man came home from work late again, tired and
irritated , to find his 5-year-old son waiting for him at the
door. “Daddy, may I ask you a question?”

“Yeah, sure, what is it?” replied the man.

“Daddy, how much money do you make an hour?”

“That’s none of your business. What makes you ask
such a thing?” the man said angrily.

“I just want to know. Please tell me, how much do
you make an hour?” pleaded the little boy.

“If you must know, I make $20.00 an hour. ”

“Oh,” the little boy replied, head bowed.

Then looking up, he said, “Daddy, may I borrow
$10. 00 please?”

2 The father was furious. “If the only reason you
wanted to know how much money I make is just so you can
borrow some to buy a silly toy or some other nonsense, then
you march yourself straight to your room and go to bed.
Think about why you’re being so selfish. I work long, hard
hours everyday and don’t have time for such childish

i

games. ’

3 The little boy quietly went to his room and shut the
door. The man sat down and started to get even madder
sbout the little boy’s questioning. How dare he ask such
questions only to get some money? After an hour or so, the
man had calmed down, and began to think he may have
been a little too hard on his son. Maybe there was something
he really needed to buy with that $10.00 and he really
didn’t ask for money very often. The man went to the door of

the little boy's room and opened the door.

imritate / ‘iriteit / v. WA, 1R
plead / plixd / v. 4K, k&
bow / bau / v. 1&k, &Y

furious / 'fjusrios / a. 3E7&65, Bt
march / maztf / v. WE4 B XN



4 “Are you asleep, son?” he asked.

“No, daddy, I'm awake,” replied the boy.

“I've been thinking, maybe I was too hard on you
earlier,” said the man. “It’s been a long day and I took
my aggravation out on you. Here’s that $10.00 you
asked for. ”

5 The little boy sat straight up, béaming, “Oh,
thank you daddy,” he yelled.

6 Then, reaching under his pillow, he pulled out
some more crumpled up bills. The man, seeing that the boy
already had money, started to get angry again. The little
boy slowly counted out his money, then looked up at the
man. “Why did you want more money if you already had

some?” the father grumbled.

7  “Because I didn’t have enough, but now I do,”
the little boy replied. “Daddy, I have $20.00 now. Can I
buy an hour of your time?” (411 words)

3 Fatherand Son * 9 -

aggravation / jeegra’veifon / n. WK, &X

beam / bitm / v. BEEE; ME
yell /7 jel /v, (KB AR, KBRS H)
| o,

crumple / 'krampl / v. e F-4%
grumble / ‘grambl / v. 048, X F &

COMPREHENSION EXERCISES

1. Decide on the best choice to answer or complete each of the following.

1. The five-year-old son of a man wanted to know

A. how much money his father had earned so far

B. whether his father would get angry if he asked for money

C. whether his father would lend him money

D. if he could “buy” his father some time to play with him

2. When the son first asked how much his father made an hour, the father

A. was curious for such an odd question
B. was angry as he valued his privacy
C. was ashamed to answer this question
D. figured out his son’s intention at once

3. An hour after the father sent the son to his room, he
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began to get even madder for the boy

A.
B. still couldn’t calm down for what had happened
C. began to think if he was too hard on his boy
D. began to understand his son.
4. When his father agreed to give him ten dollars, the boy
A. smiled brightly and happily
B. refused to tell him why he borrowed the money
C. yelled cheerfully and went out with the money
D. decided to buy a present for his father
5. What did the father learn from this incident?
A. He shouldn’t be so hard on the son who was alone at home all the time.
B. He didn’t want to play with his son before he had made big money.
C. He realized at last he should spare his son more time.
D. He didn’t love his clever but naughty son very much.
II. Directions: In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and
answer the questions.
For questions 1 =7, mark
Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.
For questions 8 10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.
1. The son jumped for joy to see his father back. (Y] [N] [NG]
2. The father knew very well what the son meant from the beginning. [Y][N] [NG]
3. Instead of asking his father to play with him, the son beat about the bush at first.

(Y] [N] [NG]

4. The father got rather impatient on hearing his son’s question. [Y] [N] [NG]
5. Before answering his son’s question, the father asked him why. (Y] [N] [NG]
6. The son didn’t answer his father’s question until he had got the money. [ Y] [N] [NG]
7. The son wanted to borrow $10.00 because he wanted buy a present for his father.

[Y] [N] [NG]
8. When the son asked how much the father earned an hour, the father thought it .
9. An hour later, the father had , and wondering whether he had been too hard

on the somn.
10. The father understood at last the reason his son wanted to borrow money was to

buy



