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Overview

New Standard College English has a number of

important principles:

e it presents a balanced approach between
language knowledge and language skills, so
that the students not only learn about English,
but also learn how to use their knowledge in
interactive situations

¢ it develops effective communication strategies
by integrating the language skills of reading,
writing, speaking and listening in a holistic way,
which reflects real-life language use

® it encourages the development of intercultural
awareness, to allow the students to use their
language knowledge and skills with speakers
from different cultures |

¢ it promotes a learner-centred approach, where
the students are encouraged to personalize the
process of language acquisition, to make best
use of the resources within their classroom as
well as online, and to develop learning strategies
which are most appropriate to their personal
requirements and circumstances

e it exposes the students to the variety of language
which is spoken and written in everyday
situations today

e it develops critical thinking, which encourages
the students to look beyond the passages and
consider the broader implications of what they
have read or listened to

Components and course organization

There are four levels for New Standard College
English to be used over the two years of English
language instruction. Each level contains:
e Real Communication: An Integrated Course
Student’s Book

e Real Communication: Listening and Speaking
Student’s Book

e Real Communication: Workbook

® Real Communication: An Integrated Course
Teacher’s Book

¢ Real Communication: Listening and Speaking
Teacher’s Book

The Listening and Speaking course contains video
and audio passages. The whole course is supported
by an online version, which will both enhance the
textbook version and include specially written
material. '

Each Student’s Book contains ten units, and each
unit contains a single broad theme, such as starting
out at college, learning to think, communication,
feelings and emotions, popular science, travel etc.
As the Integrated Course book is designed to be
used alongside the Listening and Speaking book, the
themes are the same in both books.

Course design and syllabuses

The course design adopts a multi-syllabus approach
appropriate to the university students and teachers.

The syllabuses include:

¢ themes, chosen for their interest and relevance
to university students studying in China, but
who have a desire to learn about countries and
cultures around the world

* lexis, guided by the wordlist in the College
English Curriculum Requirements (CECR) and
supported by the Macmillan English Dictionary
for Advanced Learners (2nd edition, 2007)

e grammar and sentence patterns, presented in the
context of the passages

* skills: reading, listening, speaking, writing and
translating

® pronunciation, focusing on particular areas of
difficulty for Chinese speakers of English

® intercultural awareness, through exposure to a
wide variety of international issues as well as
the linguistic and non-linguistic conventions,
customs, traditions, attitudes and beliefs of
cultures from all round the world



Unit organization

Real Communication: An Integrated Course

The unit follows a basic pattern:

Starting point introduces the unit theme by a
variety of speaking activities, including questionnaires,
discussion points and famous quotations.

Active reading (1) contains the first main reading
passage and focuses on the words which should be
learnt either for receptive or productive use. There is
preparation for reading and prediction work, a while-
reading activity, and a Language and culture box
with information about cultural references in the
passage which may be unfamiliar to the students.

Then there is a series of stages which focus on:

¢ reading and understanding, in which the main

ideas and detailed meaning of the passage is
explored

¢ dealing with unfamiliar words, where there are

three types of words and activities. The words
in the tinted vocabulary box are words which
are prescribed by the CECR wordlist, and the
activities which accompany them are designed
to explore their meaning and form. There are
also lexical sets in the vocabulary box which are
related to the topic. The final type of words are
those which are beyond the required level, but
which need to be understood in order to be able
to understand the main idea of the passage. The
accompanying activity encourages the students
to develop skills to deal with unfamiliar words,
both within and beyond the passage

¢ reading and interpreting, in which aspects

of inference, style, and writer’s purpose are
examined

o developing critical thinking, a series of

questions which develop the ideas presented in
the passage, and encourage independent thinking

Talking point is a short section where the unit
theme is further explored by an opportunity for less
intensive discussion and interaction.

Active reading (2) contains the second main
reading passage, and covers the same stages as in
Active reading (1). The passage explores the unit
theme from a different perspective and is written in a
different genre from the passage in Active reading (1).
This ensures that the students are exposed to a variety
of viewpoints and genres.

Talking point occurs again, and serves a similar
function to the first Talking point.

Language in use is designed to explore aspects
of grammar and complex sentence patterns which
are presented in the two reading passages. There
may also be extra information about particular
words or expressions, or some work on collocations.
The section finishes with translation from and into
Chinese.

Reading across. cultures contains a passage which
shows an aspect of cultural life, customs or behaviour
in a country or culture other than China, and with
which the students may not be familiar. There are
comprehension questions and questions which provide
an opportunity for the students to compare the culture
shown in the passage with their own culture.

Guided writing uses the passage in Reading across
cultures as a model for writing practice. Aspects
of language which are commonly found in written
English, especially academic writing, are explored,
and the section finishes with an activity designed to
help the students perform a new and unique piece
of writing which practises the aspects of language
explored earlier.

Unit task provides a task which allows the students
to review all the language skills they have encountered
in the whole unit.

Unit file is a summary of the language points and
skills presented in the unit.

Real Communication: Listening and Speaking

Starting poeint is a pair- or group-work activity
which introduces the unit theme.
Inside view provides listening practice by means of
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a video story of three students, Mark (English), Kate
(American) and Janet (Chinese) at the University of
Oxford in England. Filmed on location in Oxford, it
shows their typical lives, interests and concerns, and
provides an insight into the university and the city.
There are comprehension activities and a Language
and culture box to explain unfamiliar cultural
references. Everyday English highlights some of
the words and expressions which are very common
in spoken, contemporary English, and which may be
difficult to understand. The section ends with a guided
functional dialogue, with a box of useful functional
expressions, taken from the video story as references.

Talking point is a pair- or group-work activity
which remains close to the unit theme, but allows a
change of pace in the lesson.

Outside view uses short extracts from video
material in which the English is authentic and roughly
graded to the students’ level. The accompanying
activities are designed more to enable the students to
understand the main ideas, rather than to check detailed
comprehension. There is a section for Developing
critical thinking, with a similar intention to the ones
in the Integrated Course.

Listening in contains two listening passages which
provide further practice listening to roughly graded
material. As with Outside view, the intention is to
expose the students to language which may be slightly
higher than their present level of English, but which
will prepare them for listening and understanding
in real-life contexts. This section finishes with a
Developing critical thinking activity too.

Presentation skills includes advice on techniques
for giving effective presentations, as well as a box
of functional expressions. The main activities lead
the students to give a presentation related to the unit
theme.

Pronunciation focuses on the specific points in
pronunciation, stress and intonation which cause
Chinese speakers of English difficulty, and includes
aspects such as linking sounds, stressed words, and

sense groups.

Unit task contains a task which allows the students
in pairs or groups to review all the language skills they
have covered during the unit. '

Unit file is a summary of the language points and
skills presented in the unit.

English in 21st-century China

“If you are planning for a yeat, sow rice; if you are
planning for a decade, plant trees; if you are planning
for a lifetime, educate people.”

The Chinese proverb is equally well-known in
English. New Standard College English plans for a
lifetime of learning by promoting best practice in
language teaching and quality education.

The course aims to encourage the students to enjoy
using English and to develop a sense of progress and
achievement in their learning.

Secondly, it sets a new standard for English
language teaching in Chinese universities. It stands as
the sum of our knowledge about English in the 21st
century, about language teaching methodology, about
how to choose content which reflects the interests of
university students, and about how to bring all these
features together in an attractively designed, state-of-
the-art textbook.

Above all, New Standard College English lays the
foundations of educating a lifetime of English users
in China, which will encourage their membership
of the worldwide and intercultural English-speaking
community. It invites the students to reach beyond
their university, beyond their region and beyond China
itself, and to join ‘an international community where
English is used both as the language of commerce,
economics, entertainment, culture and politics, and as
a means to promote international understanding and

peace.

Simon Greenall
Co-editor in chief
New Standard College English
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H College culture

Vocabulary and structure
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Compliete the sentences with the correct form of the words in Activity 1.

One of the most important a lecturer needs is the ability to make his
lectures interesting.

The student consisted of marchihg through the campus and delivering a
complaint to the college principal.

In difficult situations it’s important to be rather than aggressive.

My views are very different from my parents’ and our opinions often

When discussing philosophy it’s important that you your terms.

When you are involved in a fight of any kind, it’s very helpful to have

The governor of California the stairs in order to talk to the students.
These days most students aim to study subjects that will make them

The professor asked if I had the grades for the course.

There was a period when many students at our university had a rather negative,

attitude.



Unit 1 College culiure

Complete each sentence with a correct preposntlon or adverb..

1 My brother, who used to be very lazy and rebellious, has recently transfonned hlmself
an excellent, hard-working student.
2 As a student, it’s important to have friends you can rely

3 In the West it’s considered normal for young people to rebel ' their parents’
ideas for a certain period of time.

4 The money collected people who attended the talk was used to pay the
organizers’ expenses. .

5 The passage about Bologna University is based a great deal of research.

6 Students in the sixties found many things to protest

7 In America, huge numbers of students protested the Vietnam War.

8 The head of the university was eventually forced to resign his position.

Form expressions with the words and expressions in the box.

sons revolution

1 haze of 5 sign

2 national 6 technological
3 passionate 7 avariety of
4 pay 8 a violent

mhusss. Complete the sentences with the expressions you formed in Activity 4.

R

1 At 1960s’ parties when you first arrived, it was often impossible to see much because
of the ‘ '

2 I'd just arrived on campus when a girl stopped me and asked me to
about students’ rights.

3 It may be true that today’s students are not as interested in subjects of
as their parents’ generation.

4 During the demonstration there was between students and the police
which resulted in some people being hurt.

5 Most young people decide to go to college for , the most important

one being the belief that a degree will get them a better job.
6 One of the consequences of the that has taken place in the last ten
years is that information is much more accessible.
7 Unlike many of his friends, my brother has a to his subject, English
Literature, and is already quite an expert on it.
8 In my accommodation block if we’re found smoking in our rooms we will have to
of £5. '




College culture Unit 1

wlwmsw. Complete the paragraph with the correct form of the words in the box.

iy

In the 1960s young Americans (1) against their parents’ generation in
a way that had never happened before. For students, who were the (2) of
this rebellion, one of the most important (3) was the Vietnam War. Young
men of 18 and over were randomly selected and (4) Tto join the Army and
fight for a(n) (5) that many of them did not believe in. It became a matter of

(6) importance to them to find ways of avoiding the draft, as the selection
process was known. Some young men (7) to pass the medical test and as
a result were turned down by the Army, but they were a tiny (8) , and the
majority of those selected found that, despite their (9) , they had no choice
but to sign up. There were many, however, who (10) to join out of a desire to
serve their country.

mlemmm. Read the information.

cmrmenr—

‘Now form new words with the prefixes and the words.

1 production 5 war These prefixes are

2 freeze 6 cooked sometimes usedwith 8. 4|
- hyphen and sometimes

3 arranged 7 dated without §

4 social 8 school :

wBsssme.  Answer the questions with the correct form of the words you formed in Activity 7.

L
What’s the word that describes:

1 an event that takes place after a war is finished?

2 something that was organized a week ago?

3 someone who is not interested in meeting people?

4 the work done on a film or TV programme after it has been filmed?

5 a child who is too young for'school?

6 something that is added to the water in a car engine to prevent it from freezing?
7 food that is ready to eat when you buy it?

8 a cheque with a date that is later than the day that the cheque was written?



Unit 1 College culture

Underline the correct word and expression to complete each sentence.

1 He was a(n) apathetic / tired student who showed little interest in his subject.

2 Most students today are uninterested in socialism / radicalism, which is based on the
belief that society needs to change completely.

3 The demonstration / strike lasted three months until finally the employers agreed to
increase the workers’ pay.

4 Older people often feel very nostalgic about / homesick for their university days.

5 He’s a cynic / pessimist, and believes that people are not as kind as they seem.

6 This generation / ;najority have very different attitudes to their parents’ generation.

7 The professor earned most of his income / fee from his books, which were highly
successful. |

8 Tutors often feel a lot of unhappiness / frustration when students don’t work as hard

as they should.

Complete the sentences using so/ neither [ nor + inversion.

1 The lecturer wasn’t given permission to leave Bologna and his assistant.
2 Lecturers who passed over a difficult subject were penalized and
lecturers who failed to cover the syllabus.
3 Several years after leaving university, Lenny still couldn’t afford a flat of his own and
most people he knew. )
4 I won’t be able to attend the course on postmodernism and one or

two other people I know.
5 The courses on postmodernism don’t interest me and the courses on

post-colonialism and gender theory.
6 Studying abroad is seen as a way of improving your employment prospects and
being able to speak two or three languages.
7 College fees have increased this year and ' living expenses.
8 Signing petitions is one way of showing you care about something and

supporting charity organizations.

whlsses. Rewrite the sentences using mean.

1 By launching a general strike, the trade unions interided to bring the country to a halt.

2 1 realized that in order to get a good degree I would have to make certain sacrifices.

3 In the sixties, if you attended a demonstration you were taking a risk that you would
get hurt. '
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4 By paying the lecturers themselves, the town council aimed to remove power from students.

5 If I take the gender theory course I won’t be able to take the course in post-colonialism.

Reading
Read the passage College just isn't special any more and choose the best way to complete

the sentences.

1 In the 1960s, .
(a) students were more interested in taking drugs than in protesting

(b) California had become very rich because of its political radicalism

(c) the governor of California felt that Berkeley University students were right to
protest

(d) there were students at Berkeley who believed that political change was necessary

2 In the 1960s, __ . .
(a) students were uninterested in discussing ideas
(b) people could read anything they wanted v
(c) students were passionate about both ideas and politics
(d) young people under 18 had a lot of freedom

3 Inthe UK today .
(a) college may actually prevent students from becoming more politically and
socially aware
(b) the general opinion is that students go to college so as not to be unemployed
(c) more than 50 per cent of young people now go to college
(d) students are very lazy

4 International students today __
(a) hope to change the world
(b) aren’t very interested in changing the world
(c) often decide to study in their own country
(d) go to university because they know they will enjoy themselves there

5 The writer says that students today __ .
(a) are much more connected to life outside college
(b) seldom ring their families
(c) care more about their parents
(d) spend a lot of time discussing literature and music with their college friends



