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PREFACE

I'he quotations in this book are broadly of two kinds: what businessmen have
satd about themselves and their activities and what others have said about them.
I'racking the quorations down has not always been easy for, as Thornton Wilder
said, ‘Businessmen aren’t writers” [ Topic 27, Quotation 35] and, in the words of
Oscar Wilde, ‘it is very vulgar to talk about one’s business’ [25.85). Few have
beheved with Daniel Defoe that *a true-bred merchant is a universal scholar’
[27.11]. We have enjoyed our task, despite all its difficulties, and hope that our
readers will find both pleasure and profit in browsing through this collection.
For ourselves we expect, as Margaret Thatcher has put it, to find ‘profit in other
people’s pleasure’ [ 150.25].

We have compiled this dicuonary both systematically (ploughing our way
through, for example, many books on business both serious and humorous) and
also by picking up quotations trom our professional and general reading. Fortu-
nately we have different tastes m fiction.

This book 1s in the same series as A Dictionary of Economic Quotations and A
Dictionary of Legal Quotations. There is clearly a considerable overlap between
Economics, Law and Business and it did not seem sensible to exclude a
quotation simply because it had already appeared in one of the earlier books.
However we were also concerned to avoid too much duplication and, as a result,
tor some topics turther quotations will be found in the other volumes. We have
also had to exclude some quotations for copyright reasons.

Like the carlier books, the quotations here are organized under topics (from
Accounts to Workers). The list of headings (215 in all) precedes this preface.
Not all quotations fit neatly into only one topic. If the reader is in any difficulty
he or she is invited to consult the detailed Index of Key Words at the end of the
volume. If the key word sought is the same as a topic title, the topic should be
consulted first as the Index of Key Words does not usually repeat words appearing
under the same topic. We have also provided an Index of Authors and Sources.

The key word index gives a two-figure reference for each quotation in which
the key word plays an important part, the first figure referring to the topic and
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the second to the quortartion itself. Part or all of the quotation is given to indicare
the context. For example, an entry under *witch doctors’ reads: *Accountants are
the w. 4.6°. This reters to the sixth quotation appearing under the fourth topic,
Accountants. The numbers and the titles of the topics appear ar the top of the
pages, and within each topic the quotanions are arranged alphabetcally by
author or source.

We have wherever possible given the dates of birth and death for deceased
persons but have made no attempt to provide the dates of ourth for living
persons.

Those books of quotations (and there are many) which identity an aathor
without giving a source can be more annoying than useful and may, further-
more, be misleading or even plain wrong. We have ried to avoid this fault.
Wherever possible we have checked the original source. Quotations in foreign
languages have been translated into English.

Words change their meanings over time. ‘Business’ tor example did not
acquire its trading and commercial connotation unul the eighteenth century.
However, we have not excluded an appropriate quotation simply because the
earlier meanings were intended.

‘A man’, wrote Samuel Johnson ‘will turn over half a library to make one
book’ (Boswell’s Life of Jobnson, 6 April 1775). The libraries turned over to
write this one are mostly in the UK and Australia. We have also made good use
of newspapers and magazines, one of which, the Australian Listener, ceased
publication almost as soon as we quarried it for quotations (David Wilhamson’s
‘There is no-one quite as angry as someone who has just lost a lot of money’
[124.101). We are very grateful for the assistance of staff in a number of libraries,
in particular those at the University of Exeter Library.

No dictionary is ever complete or without fault. Suggestions tor additions and
improvements for later editions would be very welcome and should be sent to
the authors at the Department of Economics, University of Exeter, Amory
Building, Rennes Drive, Exeter EX4 4R}, UK.

Simon James
Roberi Parker
University ot Ex crer
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ACCOUNTS
See also ¥ ACCOUNTANGY 4 A\CCOUNTAN TS
F3AUIDITORS

1t sounds extraordinary but it’s a tact that
balance sheets can make fascinating reading
Marv Archer, Independent.*Quote
Unquote', 7 January 1989

A Tradesman’s Books, like a Christian's
Conscience, should alwavs be kept clean
ind e that s not caretul of both
ave hir asad account of hamself either

and clear;

Wi

to God or Man,
Dauiet Defoe (¢ 16601731, The Complete
Lnghsh Tradesiman, 2nd ed.. 1727, vol. 1,

letter XX .

A Tradesman's books lof account| are his
repeating cdlock, which upon all occasions
arce toteil him how he goes on, and how
things stand wirh him in the world; there he
will know when “tis timie 1o go on, or when
"tis time to give over . .. His books being so
essential to his trade, he that comes out of
s time without a perfect knowledge of the
method of book-keeping, fike a bride
undrest, is not readv to be married; he
Knows not what to do, or what step to take.
Daniel Defoe (¢.1660-1731), hid.

Neat to being prepar’d for death, with
respect to Heaven and his soul, a
Tradesman should be aiwavs in state of
preparation for Death, with respect to his
boaoks.

Danicl Defoe (. 1660173 1), ibud.

A death-bed 15 no place, and a sick
languishing body no condition, and the last
breath no time tor repentance; so I may add,
neither are these the piace, the condition, or
the ime to make up our accounts; there's no
posung the books on a death-bed, or
balancing the Cash-book in a high tever.
Daniel Defoe (¢.1660-1731), ibud.

The system of book-keeping by double entry
is, perhaps, the most beautiful one in the
wide domain of literature or science. Were it
less common, it would be the admiration of
the learned world.

Edwin T. Freedley (1827-1904), Practical
[reatise on Business, 1853, ch. VI

What advantages a merchant derives from
doublc entry hookkeeping! It 1s among the

finest inventions ot the human mind; and
cvery good householder should introduce it
into his ecconomy.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
(17491832}, Wilheln: Meister's
Apprenticeship, 1795-6, 1, x

We like to feel that, not only do the figures
in the balance sheet show you the true
position, but that the real position is a little
better sull.

W.E. Hubbard, spcech to shareholders at
the annual meeting, London and County
Bank, 7 February 1901, The Econonust,
1901, p. 204

Keeping accounts, Sir, is 6f no use whéna
man is spending his own money, and has
nobody to whom he is to account. You
won't eat less beef to-day, because you have
written down what it cost yesterday.
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784), Boswell's
Life of Jobnson, 30 March 1783

Did you ever fit [adjust] accounts with him?
James Kelly, Scortish Proverbs, 1721, D,
no. 13

He’s an articled clerk. He seems to know his
job. He can’t get over the way our accounts
are kept. He told me he never expected a
theatre to be run on such business-like lines.
He says the way some of those firms in the
City keep their accounts is enough to turn
vour hair grey.

W. Somerset Maugham (1874-1965),
Theatre, 1937, ch. 1

The accounts are a snapshot of a business at
a moment in time. Take a picture the
following day and the scene may look very
different. As with many of us, companies
like to look their best when they are
photographed and sometimes dress for the
oceasion.

M.A. Pitcher, Management Accounting for
the Lending Banker, 1979, pp. 13-14

O my good lord
At many times I have brought in my
accounts,
Laid them before you; you would throw
them off,
And say you found them in mine honesty.
William Shakespeare (1564-1616), Timon
of Athens, 1607-8, act 11, sc. 11

Sir Anthony, I would send her, at nine years
old, to a boarding-school, in order to learn a
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little ingenuity and artifice. Then, sir, she
should have a supercilious knowledge in
accounts.

Richard Brinsley Sheridan (1751-1816),
The Rivals, 1775, act 1, sc. 11

15 Learning to read a balance sheet does not
take a great deal more intelligence than
learning to read racing form, and is more
consistently rewarding.

T. Sykes, Tiwo Centuries of Panic, 1988, ch.
23

2 ACCOUNTABILITY

i The sovereign press for the most part
acknowledges accountability to no one
except its owners and publishers.
Zechariah Chafee (1885-1957), The Press
Under Pressure, 1948

1 Good men prefer to be accountable.
Sir Michael Edwardes in Ray Wild. How to
Manage, 1982, p. 164

3 ACCOUNTANCY
See also 1 ACCOUNTS, 4 ACCOUNTANTS,
5 ACTUARIES, 13 AUDITORS

i If vou make the mistake of adding the date
to the right side of an accounting statement,
vou must add it to the left side as well.
Anonymous

» An accountant’s is a sensible yet glamorous
occupation.
John Braine, Room at the Top, 1957, ch. 2

3 Justice is not capable of being measured out
by an accountant’s computer.
Sir Nicolas Browne-Wilkinson, Observer,
‘Sayings of the Week’, 22 November
1987

4 We have no desire to say anything that
might tend to encourage women to embark
on accountancy, for although women might
make excellent book-keepers, there is much
in accountancy proper that is, we think,
unsuitable for them.

Council of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in England and Wales, The
Accountant, 14 September 1912, p. 341

I

13

Modern accountancy has developed into an
elaborate art.

Irving Fisher (18671947 *Income in
Theory and Practice’, Econometrica, vol.

S,
1937
Accounting: A respectable, conscious or
unconscious way of disclosing, hiding or
misrepresenting financial information to
give a skillfully adapred economic pictore of

a company or its components.
Paulsson Frenckner, address to the 7th
Annual Congress of the European
Accounting Association, Saint-Gall,
Switzerland, 1984

Accounting is conventionalized written
statistical history.

Stephen Gilman, Accounting Concepts of
Profit, 1939, p. 604

The significance of periodic accounting
profitis. . . the algebraic sum of the
separate significances of the various
conventions, doctrines, rules, and practices
which at any particular time constitute the
common law of accounting.

Stephen Gilman, ibid., p. 605

Accounting does not require an apologist
even though it often requires an interprerer.
Stephen Gilman, ibid., p. 610

It may be said that in commercial or
investment banking or any business
extending credit success depends on
knowing what not to believe in accounting.
Robert H. Jackson, Federal Power
Comprussionv. Hope Natural Gas
Company, 1944, 320 US 591, 644 (fn)

The counting-house of an accomplished
merchant is a school of method wherein the
great science may be learned of ranging
particulars under gencrals, of bringing the
different parts of a transaction together, and
of showing at one view a long series of
dealing and exchange.

Samuel Johnson (1709-1784), preface to
Richard Rolt, A New Dictionary of Trade
and Conimerce, 1756

Accounting and control — that is mamly
what is needed for the ‘smooth working’, for
the proper functioning, of the first phase of
communist society.

V.1 Lenin (1870-1924), The State and
Revolution, 1917, ch. 5.4

The current fashion for vigorous
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quantitative analysis has thrown out the
baby of relevance in the search for an
unimpeachably hygienic variety of
methodological bathwarer.

A. McCosh and S. Howell in D. Cooper, R.
Scapens and . Arnold teds.), Managenient
Accountancy Research and Practice, 1983

There are few subjects, other than
econiomics, that have succeeded in being
simultancouslv denounced by both
academics and practitioners. Accounting
has attained that pinnacle.

Colin Mayer, “The Real Value of Company
Accounts’, Fiscal Studies, vol. 9, no. 1,
February 1988

As the proverb says: ‘Frequentaccounting
makes for lasting friendship’.

Luca Pacioli (¢.1445-c.1517), Particularis
de Computis et Scripturis, 1494, ch. 29

Accountancy is tun.

E.E. Ray, spcech to the West Yorkshire
Society of Chartered Accountants, 28
October 1982

With ‘creative accountancy’, who needs
cheating?

Katharine Whitehorn, Observer, 25 January
1987

ACCOUNTANTS
See also 1 ACCOUNTS, 3 ACCOUNTANCY,
§ ACTUARIES, 13 AUDITORS

~

An accountant is a man hired to explain that
you didn’t make the money you did.
Anonymous

What is an inaccurate accountant good for?
*Silly man, that dost not know thy own silly
trade!” was once well said; but the trade
here is not silly.

Edmund Burke (1729-1797), Impeachment
of Warren Hastings, 7 May 1789

He was a CPA [certified public accountant]
and looked it every inch. He even had ink on
his fingers and there were four pencils in the
pocket of his open vest.

Raymond Chandler (1888-1959), The
Lady in the Lake, 1943

Of course I'm doing something about my

te

overdraft: 'm seeing my accountant.
Barry Fantoni, The Times, 22 June 1985

Nowadays it isn’t sufficient to be a good
innkeeper; you must become a cost
accountant too.

Arthur Hailey, Hotel, 1965, ch. 10

Accountants are the witch doctors of the
modern world.

Mr Justice Harman (1894-1970), Milesv.
Clarke, 1953

The accountant transcends the conservatism
of the proverb, ‘Do not count your chickens
before they are hatched’, saying ‘Here are a
lot of chickens already safely hatched, but
for the love of Mike, use discretion and
don’t count them all ‘or perhaps some will
uaie.

H.R. Hatfield (1866 -1945), Accounting,
1927, p. 256,n. 13

As an accountant | am by nature a pessimist.
Hammond Innes, The Strode Venturer,
1965, pt. I, 11

Everyone knew that as regards doing
anything useful, accountants were much like
cunuchs; they knew how it was done, but
they couldn’t do it themselves.

James Leasor, The Sea Wolves, 1978, ch. 8

All'in all, he looked the typical youngish
chartered accountant of ability whose
intelligence was so absorbed by his work
that there was none left over for anything
clse.

Bruce Marshall, The Bank Audit, 1958,
ch. 1

Chartered accountants in Edinburgh . . .
must be like pretty prostitutes in Paris: a
good one waiting under every other
lamp-post.

Bruce Marshall, ibid.

And what have | achieved? Three women in
my life and one of then turned out to be a
chartered accountant over thirty!

John Mortimer, Ttwo Stars for Comfort, act
I, sc. 11

The whole affairs in bankruptcy have been
handed over to an ignorant set of men called
accountants, which is one of the greatest
abuses ever introduced into law.

Mr Justice Quain in A.H. Woolf, A Short
History of Accountants and Accountancy,
1912, p. 177
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A very gifted boy, very, very gifted. He
should have been a mathemauncian, but
became a chartered accountant.

Nevil Shute (18991960, Bevand the
Stump, 1956, ch. 4

¢

Black

Accountants are a lirtle like pollsters: they
produce variable results from the same data.
Predictive accounting is especially difticilt
because it depends on prior assumptions
made by those who hire the accountants.
The Times Higher Education Supplement,
13 March 1987

Yes, Virginia, accountants are people.
Robert Townsend, Up the Organization,
1971

Men with accountancy training occupy
positions in business from book-keeper to
chairman. All of them will be referred to,
oftenina dCr()g;Il()r\' SEnse, as accountants,
R. lan Tricker, The Accountant in
Management, 1967 pt. 1, ch. 1

b

ACTUARIES
Sce also 4 ACCOUNTANTS

~

An actuary is someone who moved out of
accountancy because he couldn’t stand the
excitement.

Anonymous

Actuaries have the reputation of beng about
as interesting as the footnotes to a pension

plan.
George Pitcher, Observer, 10 July 1988

Actuaries are to market research what brain
surgeons are to foot massage.
George Pitcher, 1hud.

ADVERTISING
Sec also 119 MARKFTING, 172 SALES,
179 SELLING

The essence of good advertising is not to
inspire hope, burt to create greed.
Charles Adams, Common Sense in
Advertising, 1966

The great art in writing advertisements is the

finding out a proper method to catch the
reader’s eve; without which a good thing
may pass over unobserved, or be lost ameng
commissions of bankrupt.

Joseph Addison (16721719, The Tatler.
no. 224, 1710

The codtish ays ten thousand cpgs,
I'he homely hen lays one.

The codtish never cackles
To tell you what she's done.

And so we scorn the codfish,
While the humble hen we prize.
Which only goes to show you
I'hat 1 pays to adveruse.
Anonymous

If vou call a spade a spade, you won't last
long in the advertising business.
Anonymous

If you've got nothing to say, sing it.
Anonymous, Ken FHornsby, 1he Padded
Sell, 1980

Nothing works taster than Anadin . . . So
get nothing!

Anonymous, 1hid.

Remember, the client’s indecision is final.
Anonymous, thid.

When business is good it pavs to advertse:
When business is bad you've got to
advertise.

Anonymous

Women come in two types: young and not
SO young,.
Anonymous advertising maxim

Advertising is of the very essence of
democracy.
Bruce Barton in James Beasley Simpson,

Best Quotes of *54,°55, 'S6, 1957

The major part of informative advertising is,
and always has been, a campaign of
exaggeration, half-truths, intended
ambiguities, direct lies, and general
deception . . . Advertisements of the
non-informative kind present a
psychological museum of rare interest, but
with some depressing exhibirs.

A.S.]. Baster, Advertising Reconsidered,
1935, ch. 11, pp. 50,70

Some sort of advertising — of information
service to customers - is clearly absolutely
essential in any exchange cconomy. Pur in
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practice, the truth alone s not commonh
selected as a medium tor advertsmg,

NS Baster, ihrd ccho 1 po 114

In advernismg there s a saving thatif vou
can keep vour head while all those around
vou are losing thens = then vou just don’t
understand the problem.

Hugh M. Beville in famies Beasley Simpson,
Best Quotes of '§4,°55, 'S6, 1957

My idea of heaven is where all
advertisements are trie.

Sir Chatres Biron in Gilbert Russell,
Nuntius: Advertismg and Its Future, 1]

The business that considers itself immunc to
the necessity for advertising sooner or later
finds itself immunc to business.

Derby Brown in Tryon Edwards, The New
Dictionary of Thoughts

The basic purpose of every advertisement is
to induce a required response from the
person to whom it s addressed.

Robert Caplin, Advertising — A General
Introduction, 1967

Advertising is the life of rrade.
Calvin Coolidge (18721933 in Tryon
Edwards, The New Dictionary of Thoughis

We predict that advertising expenditures
will be a tuncoon of sales i the previons
time period at least as much as the reverse
will be true.

R.M. Cyert and }.C. March. 'A Behavioural
Theory of Organizatonal Objectives’. i M.
Haire (ed.), Modern Organization Theory,
1959

You can tell the ideals of a naton by 1ts
advertisements.

Norman Douglas (1868-1952 ), South
Wind, 1917, ch. 7

Blessings on the man . . . who first invented
the loud trumpet of advertisements.
Edward Gibbon (17371794, letter to ].B.
Holrovd, 25 September 1772

Soaalists have never liked the advertising
industry.

Philip Hanson. Advertising and Socialism,
1974, ch. |

Advertisements of commodities are
addressed quite as much to the shopkeepers
as to the consumers.

R.G. Hawtrey (18791971, The L cononie
Problemn, 1926, ch. XVIII

23
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One of the chiet aims of advertising is to
produce the impression that the thing
advertised is of a kind that everybody buvs.
R.G. Hawtrey (1879197 1), 1bnd.

Children have always been the focus of the
adverrisig - but that is just because 1t was
the easiest way ot showing what the
plndll(l was about.

Len Heath (Advertising Manager, Birds
Fye). The Tones, 2 September 1985, p. 9

The saience ol adverusing is the science of
psychology.
Elbert Hubbard (1856-1915). Notcbook,
1927, p. 64

We are fiving so tast, and inventing so tast,
and changing so fast, and there are so many
of us, that he who does nor adverrise is lett
to the spiders, the cockroaches and the
microbes.

Elbert Hubbard (1856-1915), ibid.

Al iterature is advernsing. And all genuine
advertisements are literature.
Elbert Hubbard (1856--19135), ibid.

It used to be that a fellow went on the police
force after evervihing else tailed, but today
he goes into the adverusing game.

Elbert Hubbard (18356~ 1913), attributed

Advertsing: The education of the public as
to who vou are,where vou are, and whar
vou have to ofter in way of skill, talert or
commod.ty. The only man who should not
advertise 1s the man who has nothing to
otfer the world in way of commodity or
service.

Frank McKinney Hubbard (1868-1930),
The Roxveroft Dictionary, 1923

It1s far casier to write ten passably effective
Sonnets, good enough to take in the not too
enquiring critic, than one effective
advertisement that will take in a few
thousand of the imeritical buying public.
Aldous Huxley (1894-1963),
‘Adverusement’, O the Margin, 1923

No one should be allowed to talk about the
mot juste or the polishing of style who has
not tried his hand out ar writing an
advertisement of somethmg which rhe
public does not want, but which it must be
persuaded into buving.

Aldous Huxley 1 1894-1963), ibid.

\d\ CITISCMeNts are NOW SO numerous Ih.”
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they are very negligently perused, and it s
therefore becoming necessary to gain
attention by magnificence of pramises and
by cloquence sometimes sublime and
sometimes pathetick. Promise, large
promisc, is the soul of an advertisement . ..
The trade of Advertising is now so near to
pertection that it is not casy to propose any
improvement.

Samuel Johnson (1709 1784, The Ldler, 20
January 1759

Advertising may be deseribed as the science
of arresting the human intelligence long
enough to get money fromit.

Stephen Leacock (1869-1944), atrributed

You can fool all the people all of the time if
the advertising is right and the budget is big
enough.

Joseph E. Levine, attributed

Undoubtedly some advertisements lead to
fantasies. Life would be pretty intolerable
without fantasics.

Lord McGregor (Chairman, Advertising
Standards Authority). Observer,

*Sayings of the Week', 31 August 1986

Ads are the cave art of the twentieth
century.

Marshall Mcl uhan (1911-1980) in Robert
1. Fitzhenry, The David & Charles Book of
Quotations

Of course no amount of expenditure on
advertising will enable any thing, which the
customers can fairly test for themselves by
experience (this condition excludes
medicines which claim to be appropriate to
subtle diseases, ctc.), to get a permanent
hold on the people. unless it is fairly good
relatively to its price.

Alfred Marshall (1842-1924), Industrv and
Trade, 1919, bk. 11, ch. VII, 7

The best ad. is a good product.
Alan H. Meyer in ]. Green, A Dictionary of
Contemporary Quotations

Advertising lives in the kingdom of cliche
and has been trying to improve its brand
image since it first began.

Keith Miles, The Finest Swordsmar in all
France: A Celebration of the Cliché, 1984

Advertising is both its own worst enemy and
best advertisement.
Keith Miles, ib1d.
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The adverusing industry is an incestuous
little business.

Russell Miller, ‘Ny Goodness We Need
Genius'y Sinday Tinmes Magazine, )
September 1985, p. 18

2 1 may be old fashioned, but . . . I look with

the utmost distaste at the advancement of
permission for advertisement by chartered
accountants and solicitors on television, in
newspapers and so on.

Lord Mishcon, House of Lords, 14 January
1985 )

Advertising is an incredibly powerful agent
of male supremacy.,

Jill Nicholls and Pat Moan, Spare Rib, 72,
July 1978

Advertising is the rattling of a stick inside a
swill bucket.

George Orwell (1903-1950; in Fred
Metcalt, The Penguan Dictionary of Modern
Humorous Quotations

s Living in an age of advertisement, we are

perpetually disillusioned.
J.B. Priestley (1894-1984), attributed

It 1s no accident that countries with the
highest levels of advertising per capita are
also the wealthiest in terms of GNP per
!h‘;ld.

W. Duncan Reekie, The Economics of
Advertising. 1981, ch. 8, sec. 6.

The Robbing Hoods of America [advertising
men .

Will Rogers (1879-1935) in Donald Day,
Will Rogers: A Biograplry, 1962, ch. 13

Advertising is the manufacturer’s shop
window.

Gilbert Russell, Nuntius: Advertising and
Its Future, 1926, 1

Advertising is the foot on the acceleraror,
the hand on the throttle, the spur on the
flank that keeps our [American] economy
surging forward.

Robert W. Sarnoff in James Beasley
Simpson, Best Quotes of 54, 'S5, '56, 1957

This advertisement is five days old.
William Shakespeare (1564-1616), Henry
IV, Pt 115978, act Il sc. 11

Yet doth he give us bold advertisement.
William Shakespeare (1564-1616), ibid.,
actIV, sc. 1
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AGRICULTURE 7

We are advertis'd by our loving friends.
William Shakespeare (156416 16), Henry
VI, Pt 1590-1, act V,sc. 111

1 by my friends am well advertised.

William Shakespeare (1564 -1616), Richard

HI,1592-3, act IV, sc. IV

Advertising 1s capitalisin’s sott sell.
Sue Sharpe, Just I tke a Gl 1976, ¢h. 3

Putfing [advertising] is of various sorts: the
principal are, the putf direct, the puft
preliminary, the puff collateral, the puff
collusive, and the puff oblique, or putf by
implication.

Richard Brinsley Sheridan (1715-1816),
The Critic, 1779, act |

Two ads a day keep the sack away.
Jeremy Sinclair, Sunday Times, 21 August
1988

7 Advertising is selling in print.
Daniel Starch, Principles of Advertising,
1926, pt. I, ch. |

Many a small thing has been made large by
the right kind of advertising.

Mark Twain (1835-1910), A Connecticut
Yankee in King Arthur's Court, 1889, ch. 22

I know half the money I spend on
advertising is wasted, but I can never find
out which half.

John Wanamaker (1838-1922), attributed

The only truly bad publicity is no publicity.
E.M. Wellings, Village Cricketers, 1983, ch.
11

It is the glory and the boast of the skilful
advertiser that he can make people buy
things that they do not want.

Hartley Withers (1867-1950), Poverty and
Waste, 1914

AGRICULTURE

Farmers are very good at turning grass into
milk, but they are not so good at turning
milk into money.

John Cochrane, Financial Review, 11 April
1986

Will the Government take steps to have the
horse recognised as an agricultural animal?
Harry Greenway. Obserier, ‘Savings of the
Week’, 12 June 1988

The farmers™. . . main concern is to plant
sceds and grow rich.
Peter Hillmore, Observer, | February 1987

A farmer is never satisfied: don’t expect it.
E.W. Howe (1853-1937), Country Toun
Saymgs, 1911

The farmer of today is a businessman — he
is no longer a serf. Of all men he is an
cconomist. You can get along without
lawyers, but the farmer is a necessity.
Elbert Hubbard (1856-1915), Notebook,
1927 p. 116

Farmers did not trust the bankers as a rule,
and certainly, as a rule, bankers did not trust
the farmers.

Elbert Hubbard (1856-1915), ibid., p. 131

Farmer. . . A man who makes his money in
the country and blows it in when he comes
to town. (Farms were first devised as an
excuse for the Agricultural Department at
Washington.)

Frank McKinney Hubbard (1868-1930),
The Roycroft Dictionary, 1923

American farm leaders are correct in arguing
that our agriculture still must look forward
to a definite ‘surplus’ problem. What they
tend to overlook, however, is of what our
‘surplus’ consists. Fundamentally America’s
long-term agricultural problem is not one of
‘surplus’ cotton, wheat or grapefruit. Rather
itis one of ‘surplus’ farmers.

William H. Nicolls in P.A. Samuelson,
Economics, 8thed. 1970

To the average British farmer, organic
farming is about as relevant as caviar and a
flight on Concorde.

Oliver Walston, Observer, ‘Sayings of the
Week’, 15 January 1989

When tillage begins, other arts follow. The
farmers therefore are the founders of human
civilization.

Daniel Webster (1782-1852), On
Agriculture, 1840



8 AMBITION

8 AMBITION
See also 32 CARFIRS, 193 SUCCESS

1 Ambition, 7. An overmastering desire to be
vilified by enenues while Tiving and made
ridiculous by friends when dead.

Ambrose Bierce (1842-1914%), I'he Deuil’s
Dictionary, 1911

2 What seems to be gencrosity s often only
disguised ambition — which despises small
HHCTEsts T gain great ones.

Frangois, Duc de La Rochefoucauid
(1630-1680), Maxuoms, 1678

Ambition often puts men upon doing the
meanest offices; se chimbmg is performed in

the same posture with creeping.
Jonathan Swift {1667 1743), Thoughts on
\artons Subjects, 1706

4 “Tis a comumon proof
That lowliness 1s voung ambition’s ladder,
Whercto the climber-upward tens Ias face:
But when he once attains the utmost round,
He then unto the ladder tins his back,
Looks in the clouds, scorning the base

degrees

v which he did ascend.
William Shakespeare (1564- 16161, Julis
Caesar, 15991600, act 1, sc. |

There is always room art the top.
Danie]l Webster (1782-18352), attributed

9 APPRENTICESHIPS

i There needs a long apprenticeship, to
understand the mystery of the world’s trade.
Thomas Fuller (1654 -1734), Guomologia,
1732, no. 4943

i0 ARTS

1 The works of art, by being publicly
exhibited and offered for sale, are becoming
articles of rrade, tollowing as such the
anreasoning laws of markets and fashion:
and cven public and private patronage is
swaved by their ryranmical intluence.
Albert, Prince Consort (1819 1861
speech. May 1851

o

Blessed are the pure i art.
Anonymous

When I hear artists or authors making fun ot
busitiess men I think ot a regiment in which
the band makes tun of the cooks.
Anonymous

I never thought that would earn enough
money from my pictures to make a living.
Francis Bacon, Observer, *Savings of

the Week', 26 May 1985

An artist cannot speak about his art any
more than a plant can discuss horticuiture.
Jean Cocteau (1891-1963) in James Beasley
Simpson, Best Quotes of 54, 55,756, 1957

Efticiency is the enemy of originality and it
can smother talent. ;

Str Dents Foreman, Observer, *Sayings

of the Weck’, 2 September 1984

Lalways suspect an artist who is successful
betore he is dead.

John Murray Gibbon in Robert 1. Fitzhenry
I'he David ¢ Charles Book of Quotations

Theatres have to be ran on obsessions.
Sir Peter Hall, Observer, ‘Sayings of the
Wecek’, 10 August 1986

Art has to move you and design does nor,
unless 1t's a good design tor a bus.

David Hockney, Observer, *Sayings of
the Week', 30 October 1988

Above all, in art work to please vourself . . .
Michelangelo would not paint a picture to
order. :
Elbert Hubbard (1856-1915), Notchook,
1927;p: 21

Artis only the best way of doing things.
Elbert Hubbard (18561915, tbid., p. 198

There are sull too many in the arts world
who have vet to be weaned away trom the
weltare state mentaliny, the attitude that the
taxpaver owes thema living.

Richard Luce, Observer, ‘Sayigs of the
Week’, 12 July 1987

No arnist retires: he can't.
Henry Moore (1898-1986), Observer,
‘Savings of the Week’

Conversations benween artist and sitter are
private affairs — like those that take place
when vou go 1o a doctor or a solicitor.
Bryan Organ, Observer, *Savings of the
Week™, 11 December 1983
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The task ot the artst atany tme s
uncompronisingly simple = to discover
what has not yet been done, and o do e
Craig Raine, Observer. “Savings of the
Week’, 21 August 1988

[ am sorry somebody reterred to Movies as
anart . . . For since then everybody
connected with them stopped domg
something to make them beter and they
commenced gernng worse.

Will Rogers (1879-1935 in Donald Day,
Will Kogers: A Brography, 1962, ch. 21

The manager of a theatre is a man of
business.

George Bernard Shaw (1836 1950, The
Shewng-Up of Blanco Posnet, 1909, preface

The notion of making money by popular
work, and then retiring on the proceeds. s
the most tanuliar of all the devil's traps tor
arTsts.

Logan Pearsall Smith (1865- 1946,
Rudolt Flesch, {he Book of Unusial
Quotations, 1959

Artis a human acovity having tor ity
purpose the transmission to others of the
highest and best feehings 1o which men have
risen.

Count Leo Tolstoy (1828 - 1910), Wiz s
Artz, 1898, ch. 8

Al artis quite uscless.
Oscar Wilde (1854-1900,, I'e Picture of
Dortan Gray, 1891

ASSETS

tor his busimess
than a man’s pride i his work

Mary Parker Follew (1808 19330 Frecdon
and Co-ordination, 1949 ch. Ui

No one has a greater assit

Culuvare courtesy as a business asscet.
Elbert Hubbard (185619151, Notehooks,
1917, p. 19

12 AUCTIONS

Auctioneer, . The man who proclaims with
a hammer that he has picked a pocket with
his tongue.

Ambrose Bierce (1842 -19i47, The bpeil's
Ductionary, 1911

AUDITORS 13
2 I they could torger, tor a moment, the

correggrosiny of Correggio, and the learned

babble ot the saleroom and varmshing

Juctionecr.

Fhomas Carlyle (1795 - 8581

the Greai, bk, I, h.6

L Dredenick:

13 AUDITORS
Sce also 1 ACCOUNTN, 3
$ACCOUNTANTS

ACECOUNTANCY

1 Auditors are the troops who watch a bar
trom the satety ot a hillside and when the
batde s over come down to count the dead
and bayonet the wounded.

Anonymous

> Aiauditor s not to be contmed 1o the
mechanics of checking vouchers and making
arithmencal computations. He is not to be
written off as a protessional “adder upper
and subrractor’”.
Lord Dennung, Fomento i Sterliigg Area) |,
v Selsdon Fountaos Pen Co. Led., 1958

v Who savs anditors are human?
Arthur Hailey, The Money Changers, 19735,
cho 13

+ Pdow’owant o know thae P losing mones
three months atter it has happened, so I've
anauditor here almost tull time.

Sir Freddie Laker m Roger Eglin and Bern
Katchie, thonee e Freddie!, 1980, ¢ch. 13

An andior s not bound o be a detecone
oo Hes awatch-dog, but not a
Mnm”:-uln:i

Lord Justice Lopes 11528 1899 In i
Kngston Cotton Muli C o ino. 2,0 1896

o s the duty of the auditor to see that the
anthormy to charges notmade a pretest tor
extravagance or favouritsm.

Mr Justice Lush 1807 i881), K. v.
Crmberlege, 1877

Any auditor, we know s a watchdog and
not a blondhound, but a chartered
accouniant who tatls to find a frand when
he has been upoed off aboutitis hike a
soldier who neglects to destroy his enemy on
the ticld ot hantle.

Bruce Marshall, The Bank Audit, 1958,

cho 1



