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Series Preface

The Wiley Series on the Psychology of Crime, Policing and the Law pub-
lishes integrative reviews of important emerging areas of contemporary
research. The purpose of the series is not merely to present research
findings in a clear and readable form, but also to bring out their implica-
tions for both practice and policy. In this way, it is hoped that the series
will not only be useful to psychologists, but also to all those concerned
with crime detection and prevention, policing and the judicial process.

This is particularly the case for the current volume with its empha-
sis on practical psychology in investigations and prosecutions. As the
editors point out, there have recently been made a number of techno-
logical advances that assist investigations and prosecutions but most
still heavily rely on human abilities.

The chapters in this volume each cover one of the major aspects of
investigations and prosecutions. Obtaining comprehensive and reliable
information from witnesses has, until fairly recently, not really been a
priority for police forces around the world. However, this is beginning to
change, largely based on research, theory and input from psychologists.
Similarly, the interviewing of suspects and the topic of false confessions
is, at last, being influenced also by peer-reviewed, published research
rather than solely by the views of experienced professionals. The topic
of eyewitness identification has over recent decades been the focus of
substantial research by psychologists, which has culminated in practi-
cal and useful recommendations for increasing their reliability.

Another very important topic that has received considerable atten-
tion from research psychologists is that of the detection of deception,
particularly regarding the mistaken beliefs that many people have
about reliable cues to deception. People also have mistaken beliefs about
what offender profiling involves and how effective it has been.

Understanding the psychological characteristics of offenders can be
useful to decision making both regarding investigations and prosecu-
tions. Indeed, deciding to prosecute involves a range of psychological
factors. One crucial factor here is the likely risk to society posed by the
alleged wrong-doer.
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An important issue that can influence decisions to prosecute and the
effectiveness of prosecutions is investigators’ and courts’/jurors’ under-
standing of why many reports of sexual abuse are only made a long
while after the alleged offences. Of similar importance is an under-
standing of why some (alleged) victims may subsequently try to with-
draw their complaints.

This volume provides comprehensive chapters on each of the above
topics. The editor and authors have succeeded in explaining psycho-
logical contributions in a clear way and of providing links across the
chapters. I am confident that you will find this volume both very inter-
esting and of immense practical use.

RAY BULL
University of Leicester



Preface

Crime is a blight on our societies. From Australia to the United States,
Russia to South Africa, Iceland to Argentjna, crime has a major impact
on how people live their daily lives. Minor crimes such as vandalism
and petty theft are a nuisance, and while they typically have compar-
ably little economic impact, they create an environment of distrust and
suspicion that can poison communities. More serious crimes such as
assaults, kidnappings, rapes and murders have a more profound im-
pact both on victims and their communities, leading to fear, hatred and
isolation.

Technological advances, for example DNA testing and CCTV, have im-
proved our methods of investigating and prosecuting crime, but despite
these advances the majority of forensic investigations and prosecutions
still rely on human factors. In this respect forensic investigations and
prosecutions have changed little over the past couple of centuries. In-
vestigators still rely on their own conceptualizations of who commits
certain crimes to identify potential offenders, eyewitnesses are still in-
tegral to most investigations and prosecutions, and a suspect confessing
still has a major impact on decisions to convict a suspect. It is in these
human factors where psychology has its role. In this book, we outline
current, cutting-edge research and its application to investigating and
prosecuting offences.
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Introduction

GRrRAHAM M. DAVIES AND MARK R. KEBBELL

Almost a century has passed since the publication of On the Witness
Stand by Hugo Munsterberg (1908), one the first books to treat legal
issues from a psychological standpoint. Munsterberg was an acknow-
ledged pioneer of applied psychology, who moved from his native
Germany to set up the first experimental psychology laboratory at
Harvard at the invitation of William James (Hale, 1980; Moskowitz,
1977). Munsterberg’s book, based on a series of successful magazine
articles, aimed at promoting the role of psychology in the courts, the
police and the prisons. Despite its somewhat bombastic tone, the book’s
central message, that the law and its agencies had ignored the import-
ance and potential of psychology, shines through. Sadly, the research
he was able to offer to support his claim was limited, took little account
of the principles of jurisprudence or the realities of law enforcement
and was leavened with trenchant criticism of lawyers (labelled as “ob-
durate”) and other law-enforcement professionals. Not surprisingly, the
book was a popular success, but did little in the short term to promote
the union of psychology and law. Indeed, it drew from the distinguished
American jurist John Henry Wigmore a satirical review (1909), which
though savage in its treatment of Munsterberg’s pretensions, did fore-
see a time when psychology might have something to offer the law.

We hope that on the evidence of the contributions to the current vol-
ume, Wigmore might well have concluded that psychology’s time had
come. The contributors illustrate the many practical applications of psy-
chology to forensic problems and the manifest opportunities for mutual
cooperation that currently exist. There are many topics included in
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