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IT’Ss ABouT TIME

Everyone who writes about history faces the same problem: how do we get the past to stay
still long enough to see it clearly? Textbooks on the history of the United States typically
pursue one topic at a time. They devote chapters to a particular part of the country, such
as the slave South or the Old West, or focus on broad topics such as immigration, urban-
ization, or industrialization. They place certain groups or individuals in special boxes or
on specially colored pages. They set aside politics or diplomacy for long periods while they
describe social or cultural life. Such ways of organizing textbooks have obvious costs—
loss of continuity, context, and narrative force— but these strategies have seemed neces-
sary bargains with the complexity of the past.

This book follows a different strategy. Rather than isolating people and topics it inte-
grates them into the flow of time. Rather than sorting topics into tidily organized chap-
ters, we show the complicated and subtle ways that strands of history interact. Each chap-
ter is devoted to a particular sequence of years, carefully following the contours of events,
weaving politics, economics, and culture into an interrelated pattern. As a result, foreign
policy and domestic life connect and influence one another. The history of blacks and
whites, men and women, emerge as parts of the same stories. Authors and artists speak of
their particular times. Political battles continually punctuate the story. Depressions and
panics disrupt the lives of people in every class. Technological innovations do not merely
happen but emerge as solutions to felt problems.

Students who read American Passages come to understand that history is often about
the unexpected. No one, after all, could have predicted figures such as Thomas Paine,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Henry Ford, or Martin Luther King, Jr. Nor could Americans
have foreseen events such as Bacon’s Rebellion, John Brown’s Raid, the Haymarket Riot,
ot the Watergate break-in. While long-term processes are fully treated in this book, it also
strives to show that history often turns around unique events, unintended outcomes, and
singular individuals. American Passages calls our attention to the twists and turns of his-
tory, to the way various facets of history are connected.

Not only does the thoroughly chronological organization of this book make for a good
story, we believe, but it helps history make sense. In our own lives, after all, things hap-
pen simultaneously. Every newspaper and news show reminds us of the way that events
abroad touch on events at home, the way that politics and economics entangle, the per-
vasiveness of a particular book or film in a certain season. We are used to the idea that our
lives are defined by a mixture of major and minor events, by the interplay between the
momentary and the momentous. The past was like that as well.

American Passages offers several tools to help us see the past as a whole. Its timelines and
“Passages” sections provide broad overviews that connect across chapters. Its illustrations
and graphs are tightly woven into the narrative. Its rich Web site amplifies the themes and
materials of the book, offering hundreds of documents, maps, illustrations, and multime-
dia selections carefully attuned to the time in which they were produced. We hope that
such a story will help convey the excitement, drama, and importance of this nation’s past.
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tional readings and audio and visual resources.
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vide the instructor with a brief explanation of each
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room discussion.

American Passages: A History of the United States
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This innovative American Passages Web site provides
access to many online resources for both instructors and
students. On this site can be found the following:
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same thirty-two chapters contained in the American
Passages text. Within each chapter, the primary source
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chapter’s chronological structure.
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source materials, the issues and themes to which they
connect, and the relevant parts of American Passages wo
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1s organized by chapter and is designed to complement
material presented both in the Web site and in the
text.

* Maps: Dynamic and anitnated interactive maps dra-
marically illustrare major developments and changes
occurring over a period of time.

¢ Index: Several indices provide an archive of all primary
source materials in the site. The indices point to sum-
maries of the documents and to the documents them-
selves. Students may browse by subject, chapter, date,
and type of item.

American Passages Web site Manual

Its about time . . . for an American history textbook
and its Web site to be fully integrated; for the narrative
of the text and the primary materials of the Web site to
work together to heighten students’ understanding of the
past; and for both components to be organized chrono-
logically so as to remain true to the flow of history.

Study Guide, Volume I: To 1877;

Volume II: From 1863

Richard McMillan, Los Angeles Pierce College

This Student Resource Guide is organized to assist the
student in his or her comprehension of the material
found in each chapter. It contains not only a thorough
chapter outline, but also includes essay questions, identi-
fication questions, and objective questions which provide
aid in the students understanding of the text. At the end
of each chapter are map exercises, which reinforce the
student’s geographical knowledge as well.



XIv ANCILLARY ITEMS

g

Computerized Student Tutorial
Available to students, at an affordable price, are a variety

of interactive exercises taken directly from the Student
Manual.

American Passages Historical Geography Guide,
Volume I: To 1877; Volume II: From 1863

Marlette Rebhorn, Austin Community College

This mapping workbook provides students with chal-
lenging and engaging exercises designed to test their geo-
graphical knowledge. In addition to labeling exercises
there are also fill-in questions to reinforce the student’s
comprehension.

United States History Documents Collection,
Volume I: To 1877; Volume II: From 1863

Robert Weise, Eastern Kentucky University

This outstanding collection of documents includes over
100 primary source readings with introductory notes for
each selection. This is available free to instructors and
may be purchased by the student.

PowerPoint Slide Archive for U.S. History
Presentation CD-ROM

Prepared by Raymond M. Hyser and J. Christopher Arnd,
James Madison University

This electronic archive is intended to enhance lectures
by providing historical photos, cartoons, posters, maps,
charts and graphs as well as lecture outlines, which can
be used as framework for the material. The 1642 slides
(including 669 photos and 143 maps) are organized in
chronological units. The professor has flexibility to edit,
add, delete, and rearrange slides into customized presen-
tations. The CD-ROM includes separate indexes of the
images, maps, and charts/graphs for ease in locating spe-
cific illustrations, as well as PowerPoint viewers for both

Mac and PC platforms.

The American History CD-ROM

The American Hiscory CD-ROM is an interactive learn-
ing tool that provides a vast library of pictures, film
clips, sound recordings, and maps. It is indexed and
organized in a unique, flexible format that makes it easy
to explore U.S. history from ancient times through the
1990s. Features include: Overviews, narrated by Charles
Kuralt; thousands of captioned illustrations; 68 motion
pictures; dozens of brief sound bites; a quiz that offers
students several levels and options for self-assessment;

and The Histriopix Game, a challenging test of students’
recall for key concepts and information that is conveyed
through the images. In addition to independent study,
students and professors can create lessons, lesson plans,
and presentations. Adoption requirements apply.

Second World War Photo CD-ROM

The Second World War CD-ROM is a three-disc set
that features selections from the National Archives. It
includes more than 900 black and white images taken
during the war that are accompanied by historically
accurate captions. Adoption requirements apply.

Zane Publishing’s Home Library CD-ROM

Package for U.S. History

The home library includes a 10-disc CD-ROM package
that covers major subject areas in U.S. history, ranging
from the 1700s to the present. Topics include Jacksonian
Democracy, the Civil War, Reconstruction, the
American West, the Great Depression, U.S.
Government, U.S. Foreign Policy from 1788 to 1933
and 1933 to 1963, and the Social Reform movement.
Adoption requirements apply.

U.S. History Videos/Films for the Humanities
Contact your local Harcourt sales representative for a
complete listing of the many videos that are available
from the extensive Films for the Humanities catalog,
Adoption requirements apply.

U.S. History Videos/Arts and Entertainment

Many outstanding U.S. history selections are available
from the Arts and Entertainment video library. Choose
from “American Revolution,” “Civil War Journal,” “The
Real West,” “Mike Wallace’s Twentieth Century,” and
selections from A & E’s extensive Biography series collec-
tion. Adoption requirements apply.

Twentieth-Century American History Video Disk

The history of the American 20th century comes alive in
a one-hour videodisk produced expressly for Harcourt by
Fountain Communications. It addresses the pressing
issues that Americans have faced in this century: immi-
gration, the Great Depression, the Second World War,
the Cold War, the United States in the 1950s, the civil
rights movement, the Vietnam War, and the women’s
movement. Adoption requirements apply.
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