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Preface

In the same way that an earthquake makes us keenly
aware of the earth beneath our feet, so changes in the
world make us more aware of the society that sur-
rounds us. The last year or two has been a challenge to
us all. It has been just over a year since the tragic events
of September 11, 2001, a day that changed everyone’s
lives. Since then, an increasing number of terrorist
acts and other types of violence at home and abroad, a
sinking economy, and the threat of war now prompt us
to realize we cannot take the world for granted.

More to the point, these events force us to con-
front the question of what kind of world we live in and
what kind of world we want for ourselves and for our
children. It is here that readers of this book will dis-
cover the importance of the discipline of sociology.

The daily e-mail I receive from students in the
United States and around the world stands as testimo-
ny to the power of sociology to transform the way they
see the world. All instructors know well the deep satis-
faction that comes from making a difference in the
lives of our students. There is no greater reward for
our work, and, in my case, no better reason for striving
for ever-better revisions of Society: The Basics, which,
along with the longer, hardback version, Sociology,
stands out as the discipline’s most popular text.

The new seventh edition of Society: The Basics is au-
thoritative, comprehensive, stimulating, and—as stu-
dents’ e-mail messages testify—plain fun to read. This
major revision elevates sociology’s most popular text to
a still higher standard of excellence and offers an un-
paralleled resource to today’s students as they learn
about both our diverse society and the changing world.

But the book is just one part of a complete learn-
ing package. Found in the back of every new copy of
Society: The Basics, Seventh Edition, is a CD-ROM, in-
cluded at no additional cost to the student. This CD-
ROM is the best of its kind, a fully interactive window
into others’ lives—both in the United States and
around the world. The CD includes relevant ABC
News video clips and a library of sixteen short “author’s
tip” videos—one for each chapter—that bring to life
key themes. All of the maps from the text become in-
teractive on the CD-ROM, and students can review
key terms using our new flashcard feature. Simply put,
no other CD-ROM offers as much support to make
students eager to learn.

In addition, students using Society: The Basics, Sev-
enth Edition, can log on to a full-featured Web site at
http://www.prenhall.com/macionis, also at no cost to
them. From the main page, simply click on the cover
of Society: The Basics, Seventh Edition, to find chapter

overviews and learning objectives, suggested essay
questions and paper topics, multiple-choice and true-
false questions that the server will grade, and chapter-
relevant Web destinations with learning questions.

Textbook, CD-ROM, and Web site: A three-part,
multimedia package that is the foundation for sound
learning in this new information age. We invite you to
examine all three!

Organization of this Text

Society: The Basics carries students through sociology’s
basic ideas, research, and insights in sixteen logically
organized chapters. Chapter 1 (“Sociology: Perspec-
tive, Theory, and Method”) explains how the disci-
pline’s distinctive point of view illuminates the world
in a new and exciting way. In addition, the first chapter
introduces major theoretical approaches and explains
the key methods sociologists use to test and refine
their knowledge.

The next six chapters examine core sociological
concepts. Chapter 2 (“Culture”) explores the fascinat-
ing diversity of human living that marks our world.
Chapter 3 (“Socialization: From Infancy to Old Age”)
investigates how people everywhere develop their hu-
manity as they learn to participate in society. While
highlighting the importance of the early years to the
socialization process, this chapter describes significant
transformations that occur over the entire life course,
including old age. Chapter 4 (“Social Interaction in
Everyday Life”) takes a micro-level look at how peo-
ple construct the daily realities that we often take for
granted. Chapter 5 (“Groups and Organizations”) fo-
cuses on social groups, within which we have many of
our most meaningful experiences. It also highlights
the expansion of formal organization and points up
some of the problems of living in a bureaucratic age.
Chapter 6 (“Deviance”) analyzes how the routine op-
eration of society promotes deviance as well as con-
formity. Chapter 7 (“Sexuality”) explains the social
foundation of human sexuality. Based on recent re-
search, this chapter surveys sexual patterns in the
United States and also explores variations in sexual
practices through history and around the world today.

The next four chapters provide more coverage of
social inequality than is found in any other brief text.
Chapter 8 (“Social Stratification”) introduces basic
concepts that describe social hierarchy throughout
history and around the world. The chapter then high-
lights dimensions of social difference in the United
States today. Chapter 9 (“Global Stratification”)



extends this text’s commitment to global education by
analyzing the social ranking of nations themselves.
Why, in other words, do people in some societies have
abundant wealth while in others people struggle every
day just to survive? Society: The Basics also provides
full-chapter coverage of two additional dimensions of
social difference. Chapter 10 (“Gender Stratification”)
describes how gender is a central element of social
stratification in the United States, as it is worldwide.
Chapter 11 (“Race and Ethnicity”) explores racial and
ethnic diversity in the United States, explaining how
societies use physical and cultural traits to construct
and rank categories of people in a hierarchy.

Next are three chapters that survey social institu-
tions. Chapter 12 (“Economics and Politics”) looks at
the political economy of U.S. society in world context.
Beginning with how the Industrial Revolution trans-
formed the Western world, this chapter contrasts cap-
italist and socialist economic models and investigates
how economic systems are linked to a society’s distri-
bution of power. It also contains coverage of the mili-
tary, issues of war and peace, and much-expanded
discussion of terrorism.

Chapter 13 (“Family and Religion”) spotlights
two institutions central to the symbolic organization
of social life. The chapter begins by focusing on the
variety of families in the United States, making fre-
quent comparisons to kinship systems in other parts of
the world. Basic elements of religious life follow, with
an overview of recent religious trends.

Chapter 14 (“Education and Medicine”) examines
two institutions with special importance in the mod-
ern world. The chapter looks first at the historical ex-
pansion of schooling, noting many ways in which the
scope and kind of education in any society are linked
to other social institutions. Next, we look at medicine,
which also has become a central institution during the
last century and a half. The chapter concludes by ex-
plaining the distinctive strategies various countries—
including the United States—employ to promote
public health.

The final two chapters of the text focus on dimen-
sions of social change. Chapter 15 (“Population, Ur-
banization, and Environment”) is a synthesis that
begins by spotlighting the growth of population in the
world. Then, our attention turns to the rise of cities in
the United States and to the urban explosion now
taking place in poor nations of the world. Finally, the
chapter explains how the state of the natural envi-
ronment reflects social organization. Chapter 16 (“So-
cial Change: Modern and Postmodern Societies”)

concludes the text with summaries of major theories of
social change, a look at how people forge social move-
ments to encourage or resist change, and analysis of
various benefits and liabilities of modern social pat-
terns as well as the emergence of a “postmodern” way
of life.

Continuity: Established Features
of Society: The Basics

Society: The Basics is no standard textbook: In sociolo-
gy, it represents the standard of excellence. How else
can one explain the fact that this book is selected by far
more faculty than any other? The extraordinary
strength of Sociery: The Basics (and of Sociology, the
market leader among comprehensive hardback texts)
results from a combination of the following distinctive
features.

The best writing style. Most important, this text of-
fers a writing style widely praised by students and fac-
ulty alike as elegant and inviting. Soczety: The Basics is
an enjoyable text that encourages students to read—
even beyond their assignments. No one says it better
than the students themselves, whose recent e-mail in-
cludes testimonials such as these:

I'm a college student in California and my sociology
class used your book. . . . It was by far the best textbook
[ have ever used. I actually liked to read it for pleasure
as well as to study. I just wanted to say it was great.

Thanks for writing such a brilliant book. It has sparked
my sociological imagination. This was the first text-
book that I have ever read completely and enjoyed.
From the moment that I picked the book up I started
reading nonstop. I have read four chapters ahead; it’s
like a good novel I can’t put down! I just wanted to say
thank you.

Your book is extremely well written and very interest-
ing. I find myself reading it for pleasure, something I
have never done with college texts. It is going to be the
only collegiate textbook that I ever keep simply to read
on my own. I am also thinking of picking up sociology
as my minor due to the fact that I have enjoyed the
class as well as the text so much. Your writing has my
highest praise and utmost appreciation.

I am taking a Sociology 101 class using your text, a
book that I have told my professor is the best textbook
that I have ever seen, bar none. I've told her as well that
[ will be more than happy to take more sociology class-
es as long as there is a Macionis text to go with them.
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I am fascinated by the contents of this textbook. In
contrast to texts in my other classes, I actually enjoy
the reading. Thank you for such a thought-provoking,
well-written textbook.

A global perspective. Society: The Basics has taken a
leading role in expanding the horizons of our disci-
pline beyond the United States. It was the first brief
text to mainstream global content, introduce global
maps, and offer comprehensive coverage of global
topics such as stratification and the natural environ-
ment. No wonder Society: The Basics has been adapted
and translated in half a dozen languages for use
around the world. Each chapter explores the social di-
versity of the entire world as well as explaining why
social trends in the United States—from musical tastes
to the price of wheat, to the growing disparity of in-
come—are influenced by what happens elsewhere.
Just as important, students will learn ways in which so-
cial patterns and policies in the United States affect
poor nations around the world.

A celebration of social diversity. Society: The Basics
invites students from all social backgrounds to discov-
er a fresh and exciting way to see themselves within
the larger social world. Readers will discover in this
text the diversity of U.S. society—people of African,
Asian, European, and Latino ancestry, as well as
women and men of various class positions and at all
points in the life course. Just as important, without
flinching from the problems that marginalized people
confront, this text does not treat minorities as social
problems but notes their achievements. A scholarly
comparison of sociology texts published in the Ameri-
can Sociological Association’s journal Teaching Sociolo-
gy evaluated Macionis’s Sociology (the hardcover
companion to this text) as the best of all the leading
texts in terms of integrating racial and ethnic material

throughout (Stone, 1996).

Emphasis on critical thinking. Critical-thinking
skills include the ability to challenge common assump-
tions by formulating questions, identify and weigh ap-
propriate evidence, and reach reasoned conclusions.
This text not only teaches but encourages students to
discover on their own.

Engaging and instructive chapter openings. One
of the most popular features of earlier editions of
Society: The Basics has been the engaging vignettes that
begin each chapter. These openings—for instance,
using the tragic sinking of the 7Titanic to illustrate the
life and death consequences of social inequality, telling
the story of Linda Brown to explore racial inequality
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in the United States, or describing how monsoon rains
triggered a landslide in a vast garbage dump near
Manila, capital of the Philippines, killing hundreds of
poor people who lived there to examine the extent of
social inequality worldwide—spark the interest of
readers as they introduce important themes. While re-
taining six of the best chapter-opening vignettes from
earlier editions, this revision offers ten that are new.

Inclusive focus on women and men. Beyond devot-
ing two full chapters to the important concepts of sex
and gender, Society: The Basics mainstreams gender into
every chapter, showing how the topic at hand affects
women and men differently and explaining how gender
operates as a basic dimension of social organization.

Theoretically clear and balanced. This text makes
theory easy. The discipline’s major theoretical ap-
proaches are introduced in Chapter 1 and are carried
through later chapters. The text highlights the social-
conflict, structural-functional, and symbolic-interaction
paradigms, and also incorporates other theoretical ap-
proaches including social-exchange analysis, eth-
nomethodology, cultural ecology, and sociobiology.

Focus on new information technology. One of the
strengths of this text is the focus on computers and
new information technology in every chapter. In addi-
tion, the text offers five cyber.scopes, a series of essays
spread throughout the text. Cyber.scope essays start
by explaining what the Information Revolution is all
about and go on to show how computers and new in-
formation technology are changing the shape of peo-
ple’s lives here and around the world. The five
cyber.scope essays are titled:

Welcome to the Information Revolution!

How New Technology Is Changing Our Way of Life
New Information Technology and Social Stratification
New Information Technology and Social Institutions
New Information "Technology and Social Change

These essays, illustrated with photos, figures, and maps,
provide an opportunity for instructors to pause at sever-
al points during the course to consider new information
technology or, alternatively, to assign the essays togeth-
er as a “chapter” on new technology and society.

Recent research and the latest data. Society: The
Basics, Seventh Edition, blends classic sociological state-
ments with the latest research as reported in the lead-
ing publications in the field. While some texts ignore
new work in sociology journals, Society: The Basics re-
flects recent research in a dozen of the discipline’s top
publications. More than 1,000 research citations



support this revision, with most published since 1990.
We have used the latest sources to ensure that—chap-
ter to chapter—the text’s content and statistical data
are the most recent available.

Learning aids. This text has many features to help
students learn. In each chapter, Key Concepts are
identified by boldfaced type, and following each ap-
pears a precise, italicized definition. A listing of key con-
cepts with their definitions appears at the end of each
chapter, and a complete Glossary is found at the end
of the book. Fach chapter also contains a numbered
Summary and four Critical-Thinking Questions
that help students review material and assess their un-

derstanding. Following these are a number of

Applications and Exercises, which provides students
with activities to do on or near the campus. Each
chapter ends with an annotated listing of worthwhile
Sites to See on the Internet and a suggestion for how
to use ContentSelect™ to pursue further research.

Outstanding images: Photography and fine art.
Society: The Basics, Seventh Edition, offers the finest and
most extensive program of photography and artwork
available in any comparable book. The author search-
es extensively to obtain the finest images of the human
condition and presents them with thoughtful captions,
often in the form of questions.

Moreover, both photographs and artwork present
people of various social backgrounds and historical pe-
riods. For example, alongside art by well-known Eu-
ropeans such as Vincent Van Gogh and U.S. artists
including George Tooker, this edition has paintings by
celebrated African American artists Jacob Lawrence
and Henry Ossawa Tanner, outstanding Latino artist
Diego Rivera, renowned folk artists including Anna
Bell Lee Washington, and the engaging Australian
painter and feminist Sally Swain.

Thought-provoking theme boxes. Although boxed
material is common to introductory texts, Society: The
Busics, Seventh Edition, provides a wealth of uncom-
monly good boxes. Fach chapter typically contains
three boxes, which fall into four types that amplify
central themes of the text. Global Sociology boxes
provoke readers to think about their own way of life
by examining the fascinating social diversity that char-
acterizes our world. Diversity: Race, Class, and
Gender boxes, which have been expanded for this re-
vision, focus on multicultural issues and present the
voices of women and people of color. Critical Think-
ing boxes teach students to ask sociological questions
about their surroundings and help them evaluate im-
portant, controversial issues. Fach Critical Thinking

box is followed by three “What do you think?” ques-
tions. Controversy & Debate boxes present several
points of view on hotly debated issues and conclude
with “Continue the debate” questions to stimulate
thought and generate spirited class discussion.

Society: The Basics, Seventh Edition, contains forty-
nine boxes in all, including four that are new to this edi-
don. A complete list of this text’s boxes appears after the
table of contents.

An unparalleled program of forty-eight global and
national maps. Another popular feature of Society: The
Basics is its program of global and national maps. Win-
dow on the World global maps—twenty-three in all—
are truly souologual maps offering a comparative look at
income disparity, favored languages, the extent of prosti-
tution, permitted marriage forms, the degree of political
freedom, the incidence of HIV infection, and a host of
other issues. The global maps use the non-Eurocentric
projection devised by cartographer Arno Peters that ac-
curately portrays the relative size of all the continents.
Seeing Ourselves national maps—twenty-five in
all—help to illuminate the social diversity of the United
States. Most of these maps offer a close-up look at all
3,154 U.S. counties, highlighting suicide rates, per
capita household income, labor force participation, col-
lege attendance, racially mixed people, most widespread
religious affiliation, and, as measures of popular culture,
where people play golf or where households drink wine
or beer. Each national map includes an explanatory cap-
tion that poses several questions to stimulate students’
thinking about social forces. A complete list of the See-
ing Ourselves national maps as well as the Window on
the World global maps follows the table of contents.

An annotated instructor’s edition. This is the only
brief text available in an instructor’s edition with a full
program of annotations—written by the author—on
every page. These annotations provide additional
data, notable quotations, and comments about maps
and end-of-chapter study questions.

Innovation: Changes in the Seventh
Edition

Each new edition of Society: The Basics and Sociology has
broken new ground, one reason that more than 3 mil-
lion students have learned from these sociological best-
sellers. A revision raises high expectations, but after
two years of planning and hard work, we are pleased to
offer a major revision that sets a new standard for brief

texts. Here is a brief overview of the innovations that
define Society: The Basics, Seventh Edition.
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Keeping up with the field. As surprising as it may
seem, some textbooks do not reflect new work in the
field, making few references to sociology’s journals
and taking little notice of new books. In preparing this
revision, I have reviewed new publications—including
American Journal of Sociology, American Sociological Re-
view, Rural Sociology, Social Forces, Sociological Focus, So-
ciological Forum, Society, The Public Interest, Social
Problems, Population Bulletin, Teaching Sociology, Con-
temporary Sociology, and Social Science Quarterly—as
well as popular press publications that keep us abreast
of current trends and events.

Improved high-tech. For this edition, the CD-
ROM includes a video library, presenting short clips
that illustrate important concepts and ideas. The video
material, drawn from the video library of ABC News,
takes learning to a whole new level. Also, “author’s
tip” video clips introduce each chapter, building the
connection between author and student.

Society: The Basics, Seventh Edition, will have an
open access Companion Website™ at http://www.
prenhall.com/macionis Begin by clicking on the cover
of Society: The Basics, Seventh Edition, and follow the
easy-to-use menus. At this site, students will find a full
range of study materials including computer-graded
practice tests.

Faculty will find our new Instructor Resource site
very helpful in creating their classroom presentations
and preparing other learning materials. Our new In-
structor Resource CD-ROM provides a resource bank
including PowerPoint slides, charts, and graphs for
easy use in presentations. Also, a new online faculty
site at http://www.prenhall.com/sociology_central of-
fers additional resources for instructors at any time. In
addition, all users of this book are invited to make use
of videos, sociologists’ biographies, and dozens of
links found at the author’s personal Web site at
http://www.TheSociologyPage.com or http://www.
macionis.com

Linking technology to the text. At four or five
points in each chapter, a colorful logo directs students
to visit carefully selected, author-chosen Web sites.
These sites provide biographical material about soci-
ologists, useful data, or information about an organi-
zation that deals with the topic at hand. In addition,
many other relevant Web sites are listed at the end of
each chapter.

More coverage of rural issues. Although most of
the population of the United States live in urban
places, most of our country’s counties are rural. There-
fore, this revision pays special attention not only to
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urban social patterns but also to rural issues. Examples
of this rural focus include a comparative analysis of
rural and urban poverty and homelessness in Chapter
8, discussion of women in coal mining in Chapter 10,
and a discussion of the “rural rebound” in Chapter 15,
as well as more photographs and artwork that reflect
rural life. In addition, we have recently added Rural
Sociology to the list of journals that provide new re-
search reported in this text.

New maps. The only way to improve on our colorful
maps is be sure they are as up to date as possible. This
edition features forty-eight global and national maps,
seven of them new.

New chapter-opening vignettes. This revision
keeps the best of the popular chapter-opening vi-
gnettes and adds ten new ones; overall, two-thirds of
the openings are new to this edition.

Many new boxes. A total of forty-nine boxes sup-
ports four themes of the text: Global Sociology, Di-
versity: Race, Class, and Gender, Critical Thinking,
and, focusing on social policy, Controversy & Debate.
Many boxes are revised and updated; four boxes are
entirely new to this edition.

The latest statistical data. Instructors count on
this text for including the very latest statistical data.
The seventh edition comes through again, making use
of data from the Internet as well as conventional
bound publications of various government agencies
and private organizations. The author and Amy Marsh
Macionis have worked together to ensure that the
newest statistics are used throughout the text—in
most cases for 2000, and even for 2001 and 2002.
These data include reported results of Census 2000. In
addition, readers will find 250 new research citations
as well as references to many familiar current events
that raise the interest of students.

A greater emphasis on social diversity. A long-
time strength of this text is its emphasis on social
diversity. In this revision—from chapter to chapter—
race, class, and gender (as well as the intersection of
these factors) receive even more attention.

New topics. The seventh edition of Society: The Basics
is completely updated with new and expanded discus-
sions in every chapter. Here is a partial listing, by
chapter:

* Chapter 1 The Sociological Perspective: A new
chapter opening asks how society—rather than just
personal choice—guides selection of spouses in the
United Sates and elsewhere; a new global map
highlights the number of children born to women



around the world; in addition, several new Web sites
are noted throughout the chapter and there are new
end-of-chapter learning ideas.

Chapter 2 Culture: A new chapter opening describes
the visit of members of the Andean Q’ero society to
New York City; find a new journal entry on visiting
Disney World, new links to the author’ videos on trav-
el and cultural relativism, and a new Global Sociology
box comparing the dominant cultures of the United
States and Canada.

Chapter 3 Socialization: Find an update on how the
violent content in television programming and video
games affects young children; a Web link provides a
complete online chapter on the sociology of the mass
media; a new Diversity box examines how race and
ethnicity affect the personal development of high
school students.

Chapter 4 Social Interaction in Everyday Life: A
new national map shows the social patterns linked to
taste in sports (in this case, where people are and are
not likely to be avid golfers); find updates on reality
construction and the sociology of humor (including a
few new jokes); and there is a major new discussion of
the sociology of emotions, including a new Critical
Thinking box on how women frame the emotions of
an abortion experience.

Chapter 5 Groups and Organizations: There is an
update on McDonaldization as well as new data on the
share of incumbents who held their congressional seats
in the 2000 elections, discussion of using social net-
works to find jobs by gender, race, and ethnicity, an
update on gender and management positions in the
United States, new material on the controversy sur-
rounding computers, large organizations, and personal
privacy, and a new global map showing the number of
Internet hosts around the world.

Chapter 6 Deviance: A new national map shows the risk
of violent crime for all U.S. counties; there are updates on
U.S. crime rates; and a new chapter opening offers a fresh
look at the rising debate over capital punishment.

Chapter 7 Sexuality: A new chapter opening illus-
trates the problems of acceptance faced by transgen-
dered individuals; there are updates on U.S. attitudes
about sexual practices, and a new global map shows the
use of contraception around the world.

Chapter 8 Social Stratification: Find a new discus-
sion of rural homelessness and updated statistics on in-
come, wealth, and poverty.

Chapter 9 Global Stratification: A new chapter
opening focuses on natural disasters that are all too
common in low-income nations; find new data show-
ing which countries now fall into high-, middle-, and
low-income categories as well as a new figure that
charts the world’s increasing income inequality.

Chapter 10 Gender Stratification: The chapter in-
cludes a new global map showing the practice of fe-
male genital mutilation in global perspective; there are
updates on the share of women in various jobs cate-
gories, including new data on the number of women in
top corporate positions; new statistics show the latest
gaps in earnings between women and men in various
racial and ethnic categories; new Web links take read-
ers to recent government reports concerning gender.

Chapter 11 Race and Ethnicity: Find updated statis-
tics on the social standing of all racial and ethnic cate-
gories in the United States; also, there are several new
Applications and Exercises as well as new Sites to See.

Chapter 12 Economics and Politics: A new chapter
opener illustrates the power of technology to change the
character of work; the chapter offers some surprising new
data on the share of the labor force around the world in-
volved in each of the three economic sectors; new data on
the U.S. labor force highlight the increasing share of mi-
norities. The politics discussion offers updates on the
2000 elections; there is extensive coverage of terrorism
and the events of September 11, including a new analysis
of terrorism as a new form of “asymmetrical” warfare.

Chapter 13 Family and Religion: A new opening
profiles the “plural marriage” of Tom Green and his
conviction for bigamy; updates are provided on all
family trends, including singlehood, divorce, single
parenting, and cohabitation; family data from Census
2000 are cited; a new national map shows the distribu-
tion of racially mixed people across the country. The
religion discussion points out that the number of Mus-
lims in the United States now exceeds the number of
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, or Jews; there is an up-
date on the ordination of women; a new section ex-
plores the search for spirituality in postdenominational
U.S. society; and an updated national map shows the
distribution of religious denominations across the
United States in 2000.

Chapter 14 Education and Medicine: A new chapter
opening highlights the superior performance on profi-
ciency tests by children living in high-income commu-
nities compared with those from low-income areas;
find updates on all the educational statistics as well as a
new discussion of the U.S. teacher shortage. The
health and medicine discussion offers an update on the
share of minority physicians in the United States as
well as a new statistical profile of the health of the U.S.
population; there is also expanded discussion of med-
ical care policy in Canada.

Chapter 15 Population, Urbanization, and Envi-
ronment: Find a new chapter opening on the “rural
rebound,” as well as a new section describing this
trend; a new Diversity box uses Census 2000 to high-
light the minority majority in half the nation’s largest
100 cities; there are updates on all U.S. demographic
data and more discussion of “critical demography.”
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® Chapter 16 Social Change: Modern and Postmod-
ern Societies: A new chapter opening highlights the
lives of people living in the same New York apartment
a century apart; a new table provides a snapshot of
change in the United States across the twentieth cen-
tury; a new journal entry describes the appearance of
mass society, and an updated figure shows support for
science for selected nations around the world.

A Word about Language

This text’s commitment to representing the social di-
versity of the United States and the world carries with
it the responsibility to use language thoughtfully. In
most cases, we prefer the terms African American and
person of color to the word black. We use the terms
Hispanic and Latino to refer to people of Spanish de-
scent. Most tables and figures refer to “Hispanics” be-
cause this is the term the Census Bureau uses when
collecting statistical data about our population.

Students should realize, however, that many indi-
viduals do not describe themselves using these terms.
Although the term “Hispanic” is commonly used in
the eastern part of the United States, and “Latino”
and the feminine form “Latina” are widely heard in
the west, across the United States people of Spanish
descent identify with a particular ancestral nation,
whether it be Argentina, Mexico, some other Latin
American country, or Spain or Portugal in Europe.

The same holds for Asian Americans. Although
this term is a useful shorthand in sociological analysis,
most people of Asian descent think of themselves in
terms of a specific country of origin (say, Japan, the
Philippines, Taiwan, or Vietnam).

In this text, the term “Native American” refers to
all the inhabitants of the Americas (including Alaska
and the Hawaiian Islands) whose ancestors lived here
prior to the arrival of Europeans. Here again, howev-
er, most people in this broad category identify with
their historical society (for example, Cherokee, Hopi,
or Zuni). The term “American Indian” designates only
those Native Americans who live in the continental
United States, not including Native peoples living in
Alaska or Hawaii.

Learning to think globally also leads us to use lan-
guage carefully. This text avoids the word “Ameri-
can”—which literally designates two continents—to
refer to just the United States. For example, referring
to this country, the term “U.S. economy” is more cor-
rect than the “American economy.” This convention
may seem a small point, but it implies the significant
recognition that we in this country represent only one
society (albeit a very important one) in the Americas.
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A Word about Web Sites

Because of the increasing importance of the Internet,
each chapter of this new edition of Society: The Basics
links discussion to Web sites and ends with a listing of
additional Sites to See. The goal is to provide sites
that are current, informative, and, above all, relevant
to the topic at hand.

However, students should be mindful of several
potential problems. First, Web sites change all the
time. Prior to publication, we make every effort to en-
sure that the sites listed meet our high standards. But
readers may find that sites have changed substantially
and some may have gone away entirely. Obviously, this
problem is beyond our control.

Second, sites have been selected in order to pro-
vide different perspectives on various issues. The list-
ing of a site does not imply that the author or
publisher agrees with everything—or even anything—
on the site. Indeed, we urge students to examine all
sites critically.

Third, many of the Web sites listed in this text are
popular. Because many people visit them, the sites may
be slow in responding. Please be patient or, if a site is
too busy, simply move on.

Supplements

Society: The Basics is the heart of an unprecedented
multimedia learning package that includes a wide
range of proven instructional aids as well as several
new ones. As the author of the text, I maintain a keen
interest in all the supplements to ensure their quality
and integration with the text. The supplements for
this revision have been thoroughly updated, im-
proved, and expanded. Also, many of them are now
available for easy download at http://www.prenhall.
com/sociology_central Contact your Prentice Hall
Representative for USER ID and Passcode.

FOR THE INSTRUCTOR

Annotated Instructor’s Edition (0-13-111168-X). The
AIE is a complete student text annotated by the author on
every page. Annotations, which have been thoroughly re-
vised for this edition, have won praise from instructors for
enriching class presentations. Margin notes include sum-
maries of research findings, statistics from the United States
or other nations, insightful quotations, information high-
lighting patterns of social diversity in the United States, and
high-quality survey data from the National Opinion Re-
search Center (NORC) General Social Surveys as well as
World Values Survey data from the Inter-university Consor-
tium for Political and Social Research (CPSR).



Data File (0-13-111165-5). This is the “instructor’s man-
ual” that is of interest even to those who have never used one
before. The Data File provides far more than detailed chap-
ter outlines and discussion questions; it contains statistical
profiles of the United States and other nations, summaries
of important developments and significant research, and
supplemental lecture material for every chapter of the text.

Test Item File (0-13-111169-8). Written by the text
author, John Macionis, this key supplement is available in
both printed and computerized forms. The file contains
2000 items—at least 100 per chapter—in multiple-choice,
true-false, and essay formats. Questions are identified as
simple “recall” items or more complex inferential issues, and
the answers to all questions are page referenced to the text.
Prentice Hall Test Manager is a test generator designed to
allow the creation of personalized exams. It is available in a
dual-platform Windows/Macintosh format (0-13-111171-
X). Prentice Hall also provides a test preparation service to
users of this text that is as easy as a call to our toll-free 800
number. Please contact your Prentice Hall representative
for this number.

Prentice Hall Film and Video Guide: Introductory Soci-
ology, Sixth Edition (ISBN: 0-13-020659-8). Keyed to
the chapters of this text, this guide describes more than 300
films and videos appropriate for classroom viewing. It also
provides summaries, discussion questions, and rental sources
for each film and video.

ABCNEWS /Prentice Hall Video Library for Sociol-
ogy. Few will dispute that video is the most dynamic sup-
plement you can use to enhance a class. However, the quality
of the video material and how well it relates to your course
still make all the difference. Prentice Hall and ABC News are
working together to bring to you the best and most com-
prehensive video ancillaries available in the college market.

Through its wide variety of award-winning programs—
Nightline, This Week, World News Tonight, and 20/20—ABC
offers a resource for feature and documentary-style videos
related to the chapters in Sociery: The Buasics, Seventh Edition.
The programs have high production quality, present sub-
stantial content, and are hosted by well-versed, well-known
anchors.

The authors and editors of Prentice Hall have carefully
selected videos on topics that complement Society: The Basics,
Seventh Edition, and have included notes on how to use them
in the classroom. An excellent instructor’s guide carefully
and completely integrates the videos into your lecture. The
guide has a synopsis of each video showing its relation to the
chapter and discussion questions to help students focus on
how concepts and theories apply to real-life situations.

Volume I: Social Stratification (0-13-466228-8)
Volume IT: Marriage/Families (0-13-209537-8)
Volume I1I: Race/Ethnic Relations (0-13-458506-2)
Volume IV: Criminology (0-13-375163-5)

Volume V: Social Problems (0-13-437823-7)
Volume VI: Intro to Sociology I (0-13-095066-1)

Volume VII: Intro to Sociology IT (0-13-095060-2)
Volume VIII: Intro to Sociology III (0-13-095773-9)
Volume IX: Social Problems (0-13-095774-7)
Volume X: Marriage/Families I (0-13-095775-5)

Volume XI: Race and Ethnic Relations 1T
(0-13-021134-6)

Volume XII: Institutions (0-13-021133-8)
Volume XIII: Intro to Sociology IV (0-13-018507-8)
Volume XIV: Intro to Sociology V (0-13-018509-4)

Prentice Hall Introductory Sociology PowerPoint™
Transparencies. These PowerPoint slides combine graph-
ics and text in a colorful format to help you convey sociolog-
ical principles in a new and exciting way. Created in
PowerPoint, an easy-to-use, widely available software pro-
gram, this set contains slides keyed to each chapter in the
text. For easy download, they are available on our instructor
resource site at http://www.prenhall.com/sociology_central
or on our Instructor Resource CD-ROM.

Prentice Hall Color Transparencies: Sociology Series
VII. Full-color illustrations, charts, and other visual materi-
als from the text as well as outside sources have been selected
to make up this useful in-class tool.

Instructor’s Guide to Prentice Hall Color Transparen-
cies: Sociology Series VII. This guide offers suggestions
for effectively using each transparency in the classroom.

MEDIA SUPPLEMENTS

Interactive CD-ROM. Using video as a window to the
world outside of the classroom, this innovative CD-ROM
offers students videos and animations to reinforce the mate-
rial covered in each chapter. Arranged by the themes of the
book within each chapter, students can watch relevant ABC
News clips, view “author’s tip” videos, and interact with the
global and national maps, as well as review sociological con-
cepts through video. The CD-ROM is available free with all
new copies of Society: The Basics, Seventh Fdition.

Census2000 Interactive CD-ROM. Capturing the rich
picture of our nation drawn by Census2000, this CD-ROM
brings related Census data into your classroom in a multi-
media format. It pulls files directly from the Census Bureau
Web site, organizes them around your course, and offers
pedagogy to support student learning. It is free when pack-
aged with Sociery: The Basics, Seventh Edition.

Companion Website™. In tandem with the text, students
and professors can now take full advantage of the Internet to
enrich their study of sociology. The Macionis Companion
Website'™ continues to lead the way in providing students
with avenues for delving deeper into the topics covered in
the text. Features of the site include chapter objectives,
study questions, and links to interesting material and infor-
mation from other sites on the Web that will reinforce
and enhance the content of each chapter. It is free to both
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students and faculty. Please visit the site at http://www.
prenhall.com/macionis and click on the cover of Society: The
Basics, Seventh Edition.

>, 5
RESOURCES FOR COLLEGE RESEARCH ASSIGNMENTS

Research Navigator™. The goal of Research Naviga-
tor™ is to help students understand the steps in the research
process so they can more confidently and efficiently com-
plete research assignments. In addition, Research Navi-
gator™ offers students three exclusive databases of credible
and reliable source content to help focus their research ef-
forts and get the research process started.

Students and faculty can access Research Navigator'™
through an access code found in the front of the Evaluating
Online Resources guide. The Evaluating Online Resources guide
can be wrapped with Society: The Basics, Seventh Edition, at no
additional cost.

Research Navigator™ includes three databases of cred-
ible and reliable source material:

¢ EBSCO’ ContentSelect™ Academic Journal Data-
base, organized by subject, contains 50-100 of the
leading academic journals for each discipline. Instruc-
tors and students can search these online journals by
keyword, topic, or multiple topics. Articles come com-
plete with abstract and citation information and can be
cut, pasted, e-mailed, or saved for later use.

e The New York Times Search-by-Subject™ Archive—
specific to sociology—is searchable by single or multi-
ple keywords. Instructors and students can view
full-text articles from the world’s leading journalists at
The New York Times.

e Link Library offers editorially selected “Best of the
Web” sites for sociology. Link Libraries are contin-
ually scanned and updated in order to provide the most
relevant and accurate links for research assignments.

Distance Learning Solutions. Prentice Hall is committed
to providing our leading content to the growing number of
courses being delivered over the Internet by developing
relationships with the leading vendors—Blackboard™, Web
CT™, and CourseCompass™, Prentice Hall’s own easy-to-
use course management system powered by Blackboard™,
Please visit our technology solutions site at http://www.
prenhall.com/demo

Evaluating Online Resources: A Prentice Hall Guide.
This guide focuses on developing the critical-thinking skills
necessary to evaluate and use online sources. The guide also
provides a brief introduction to navigating the Internet,
along with complete references related specifically to the
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discipline of sociology. This supplementary book is free to
students when packaged with Society: The Basics, Seventh Edi-
tion. Please contact your Prentice Hall representative for
more information.

In Appreciation

The conventional practice of designating a single au-
thor obscures the efforts of dozens of women and men
that have resulted in Sociery: The Basics, Seventh Edition.
I ' would like to express my thanks to the Prentice Hall
editorial team, including Yolanda de Rooy, division
president, chy Roberts, publisher, Chris DeJohn,
senior acquisitions editor in sociology, and Veronica
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and the production team. Susanna Lesan, develop-
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did research on all these images. Barbara Reilly, pro-
duction editor at Prentice Hall, is a key member of the
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of the book; indeed, if anyone “sweats the details”
more than the author, it is Barbara! Amy Marsh Ma-
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Amy is a most talented editor who is relentless in her
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Prentice Hall sales staff, the men and women who
have given this text such remarkable support over the
years. Thanks, especially, to Amy Speckman, who di-
rects our marketing campaign.

Thanks, too, to Laura Gardner and Kathy Myst-
kowska for providing the interior design of the book.
Developmental and copy editing of the manuscript were
provided by Carol Peschke and Amy Marsh Macionis.

It goes without saying that every colleague knows
more about some topics covered in this book than the
author does. For that reason, I am grateful to the hun-
dreds of faculty and students who have written to me
to offer comments and suggestions. More formally, I
am grateful to the following people who have re-
viewed some or all of this manuscript:

Francis O. Adeola, University of New Orleans
Miles Jackson, Clark College

Ronald McGriff, College of the Sequoias

Lisa McMinn, Wheaton College

Jean-Louis Marchand, Chesapeake College



I also wish to thank the following colleagues for
sharing their wisdom in ways that have improved this
book:

Doug Adams (The Ohio State University), Arfa Aflatooni
(Linn-Benton Community College), Kip Armstrong (Blooms-
burg University), Rose Arnault (Fort Hays State University),
Scott Beck (Eastern Tennessee State University), Lois Ben-
jamin (Hampton University), Philip Berg (University of Wis-
consin, La Crosse), Janet Carlisle Bogdan (LeMoyne College),
Alessandro Bonanno (Sam Houston State University), Char-
lotte Brauchle (Southwest Texas Junior College and Saint
Mary’s University), Bill Brindle (Monroe Community Col-
lege), John R. Brouillette (Colorado State University),
Cathryn Brubaker (Georgia Perimeter College), Brent Bruton
(Iowa State University), Richard Bucher (Baldmore City
Community College), Karen Campbell (Vanderbilt Universi-
ty), Cecilia Cantrell (Georgia State University), Harold Con-
way (Blinn College), Gerry Cox (Fort Hays State University),
William Clute (University of INebraska at Omaha), Lovberta
Cross (Southwest Tennessee Community College), James A.
Davis (Harvard University), Sumati Devadutt (Monroe Com-
munity College), Mary Donaghy (Arkansas State University),
Keith Doubt (Northeast Missouri State University), Denny
Dubbs (Harrisburg Area Community College), Travis Eaton
(Northeast Louisiana State University), Helen Rose Fuchs
Ebaugh (University of Houston), John Ehle (Northern Vir-
ginia Community College), Roger Eich (Hawkeye Communi-
ty College), Tracy Elliott (Collin County Community
College), Kevin Everett (Radford University), Heather Fitz
Gibbon (The College of Wooster), Kevin Fitzpatrick (Univer-
sity of Alabama-Birmingham), Dona C. Fletcher (Sinclair
Community College), Charles Frazier (University of Florida),
Karen Lynch Frederick (St. Anselm College), Patricia Gagné
(University of Kentucky, Louisville), Pam Gaiter (Collin
County Community College), Jarvis Gamble (Owen’s Techni-
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of New York), Charlotte Gotwald (York College of Pennsylva-
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querque), Meredith McGuire (Trinity College), Setma Mad-
dox (Texas Wesleyan University), Errol Magidson (Richard J.
Daley College), Allan Mazur (Syracuse University), Jack Mel-
horn (Emporia State University), Ken Miller (Drake Universi-
ty), Richard Miller (Navarro College), Jessica Kelley-Moore
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