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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION

Many decisions have been reported since the last edition of this book went
to press, and the body of learned commentary on the Theft Acts and on the
rather unhappy case law on the 1968 Act has continued to grow. This
edition has been thought necessary to take account of these routine
developments; the previous edition had come to have a decidedly out of
date appearance.

I have taken the opportunity to refer, at many points, to Professor
Glanville Williams’ remarkable treatment of the subject in his Textbook of
Criminal Law, which appeared shortly after the previous edition went to
press; and I have occasionally ventured to respond to his arguments. The
offences under the Theft Act 1978, formerly relegated to a stop-press type
of Appendix, are now, of course, raised to the body of the text. A good
many passages of the book are substantially rewritten; some are entirely
new; and there has been a good deal of reorganisation. It would be tedious
to try to itemise the changes. I mention only the fact that I have been able
to take account of the Court of Appeal’s decision in McIvor (on the issue of
dishonesty), which was reported just after work on the proofs was, as I
thought, completed. In consequence I can express the hope that the book
will be found to be up to date to November 18, 1981.

Looking back at earlier Prefaces, I see that I have omitted to thank the
publishers for relieving me (as they have consistently done) of the task of
preparing the index and tables. The truth is that they do so out of
self-interest; there are departments in which they are confident of their
authors’ incompetence. It is a nice question in ethics whether gratitude can
be earned by a self-interested act. Happily it is a question that I need not
resolve. I have had much else in recent years for which to be grateful to my
friends at Sweet and Maxwell Ltd. This I record here with pleasure and
without qualification.

I wish also to thank my secretary, Barbara Harris, for all her cheerful
help in the preparation of this edition.

E.J.G.
November 1981
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