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PREFACE

his is a new urban text for a new urban
century. The sixth edition of The Urban World is
entirely reorganized to reflect new developments
and new approaches. There is new enlarged cover-
age, for example, on diversity with a separate chap-
ter for African Americans and Hispanics, and an-
other for Women, Ethnics, Asian Americans, and
Native Americans. There is also extensive cover-
age of new developments such as the explosion of
metropolitan sprawl, gated communities, changing
crime rates, smart growth policies, and urban
HOPE VI projects. The sixth edition brings the
whole range of urban changes into the new century.
Also, the sixth edition is the first text to include the
new 2000 Census data.

The new edition retains The Urban World’s
reputation for being comprehensive, balanced, and
up-to-date. The sixth edition also retains its strong
student focus with a new four-color photo essay on
Twenty-first Century City-Suburban Changes that
will help students visualize the changes discussed
in the text. The new edition provides a twenty-first
century look at cities and suburbs around the world
presented in a reorganized format and a larger book
size. All chapters now open with an Overview and
close with a Summary. What hasn’t changed is the
text’s clear writing style, level of current scholar-
ship, and student appeal.

The new edition explores emerging develop-
ments. A textbook should reflect contemporary de-
velopments rather than simply rehash stale issues of

xii

decades past. Thus, new chapters on, “The Suburban
Era,” “Cities and Change,” “Housing and Spraw,”
and “Planning, New Towns, New Urbanism and
Smart Growth.” The overall result is a volume that
has organizational continuity with earlier editions
while adding substantial new and updated material.

The sixth edition of The Urban World brings
students studying the urban world into the twenty-
first century. The goal is to convey to students the
excitement I feel when studying our changing ur-
ban environment, and to give students a coherent
overview of the urban scene, while providing the
most up-to-date information on urbanization and
the nature of urban life.

This sixth edition benefited from the com-
ments of colleagues Victor Agadjaniar of Arizona
State University, Jeffrey Kentor of University of
Utah, Daniel J. Monti, Jr. of Boston University,
Kathleen M. Perez of Witchita State University,
Dan Shope of Marshall University and Dale Spady
of Northern Michigan University.

It was my good fortune to again work with a
set of fine professionals at McGraw-Hill. Very spe-
cial thanks go to Sally Constable as Sponsoring
Editor and Jill Gordon as Developmental Editor.
Inge King again was the fine photo editor. Invari-
ably even the most carefully edited work contains
errors. Hopefully these are minimal, but in any in-
stance they are solely my responsibility.

J. John Palen
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THE URBAN WORLD

A city is a collective body of persons sufficient in
themselves for all purposes of life.

OUTLINE
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Aristotle, Politics

INTRODUCTION

As you open this book the globe is changing from
a predominantly rural world to one where the ma-
jority of us live in urban places. For the first time
in history we now live in an urban world. This text
seeks to explore and explain the patterns of urban
life in the twenty-first century. Its goal is to help us
better understand the cities and suburbs where
most of us live and to give us some awareness of
the major urban changes taking place elsewhere on
the globe. To do this we begin at the beginning
sifice without knowing how we got here it is diffi-
cult to make sense of what is happening, both in
North America and in the developing world where
the great bulk of urban growth is now taking place.
Metropolitan areas are not museums but are con-
stantly undergoing physical and social change.

THE PROCESS OF URBANIZATION

Cities, it turns out, are a relatively new idea. Ar-
chaeologists tell us that the human species have
been on the globe several million years. However,
for the overwhelming number of these millennia our
ancestors lived in a world without cities. Cities and
urban places, in spite of our acceptance of them as
an inevitable consequence of human life, are in the
eyes of history hardly even a blink. Cities are a com-
paratively recent social invention, having existed a
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TABLE 1-1 | Percent of Urbanization by World Regions

1990

Region 1920 1950 1980 2000
World 19.4 28.4 41.3 45.9 51.3
More Developed Countries 38.7 51.8 70.7 759 80.3
Less Developed Countries 8.4 16.2 30.5 36.3 42.5
Africa 7.0 144 289 35.7 42.5
Latin America 224 40.6 64.8 70.7 75.2
North America 519 63.8 73.7 772 80.8
Asia 8.8 15.7 274 323 38.9
East Asia 9.0 16.0 33.1 38.6 45.4
South Asia 8.5 15.5 23.1 28.1 349
Europe 46.2 552 759 824 88.4
Oceania 47.1 60.6 75.7 80.4 82.9
Australia—New Zealand 60.6 74.3 81.5 82.8 83.7
Russia 16.1 39.3 64.8 71.3 76.1

Source: United Nation, Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

scant 7,000 to 9,000 years. This period of social,
economic, and cultural dominance is even shorter.

Nonetheless, the era of cities encompasses the
totality of the period we label “civilization.” The
story of human social and cultural development—
and regression—is in major part the tale of the cities
that have been built and the lives that have been
lived within them. The saga of wars, architecture,
and art—almost the whole of what we know of hu-
man triumphs and tragedies—is encompassed
within the period of cities. The very terms “civi-
lization” and “civilized” come from the Latin civis,
which refers to a citizen living in a city. The city
was civilization; those outside were barbarians.
Among the ancient Greeks the greatest punishment
was to be ostracized (banned) from the city. In Ro-
man times civitas referred to the political and moral
nature of community, while the term wurbs, from
which we get the term “urban,” referred more to the
built form of the city.

The vital and occasionally magnificent cities of
the past, however, existed as small islands in an
overwhelmingly rural sea. Just over 200 years ago,
in the year 1800, the population of the world was

still 97 percent rural.' In 1900 the world was still
86 percent rural. A hundred years ago the proportion
of the world’s population living in cities of 100,000
or more was only 5.5 percent, and only 13.6 percent
lived in places of 5,000 or more. While cities were
growing very rapidly, most people still lived in the
countryside or small villages. Today we live in a
world that for the first time numbers more urban res-
idents than rural. Demographically, the twenty-first
century is the first urban century (Table 1-1).

URBAN GROWTH

' The rapidity of the change from rural to urban life
118 at least as important as the amount of urbaniza-
tion. A hundred and twenty-five years ago not a
single nation was as urban as the world is today.

'As of 1800, only 1.7 percent of the world’s population resided in
places of 100,000 people or more, 2.4 percent in places of 20,000 or
more, and 3 percent in communities of 5,000 or more. Philip Hauser and
Leo Schnore (eds.), The Study of Urbanization, New York, 1965, p. 7.
22001 World Population Data Sheet, Population Reference Bureau,
Washington, D.C., 2001.
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Figure 1-1 Patterns of urbanization, 1900-2020

Source: United Nations Population Division

During the nineteenth century and the first half of
the twentieth century, the most rapid urban growth
took place in European countries and in countries
largely settled by Europeans, such as the United
States. These were the places that first developed
modern agricultural, transportation, and industrial
technologies. England, the first country to enter the
industrial age, was also the first country to undergo
the urban transformation. A century ago England
became the world’s only predominantly urban
country.3 Not until 1920 did the United States have
half its population residing in urban places, and not
until 1931 was that true of Canada. Figure 1-1 dra-
matically indicates how the urban population of the
world has increased over the last century and will
continue to expand until 2020. This rapid growth of
cities during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
is sometimes referred to as the urban revolution.
We take large cities for granted. Almost every-
one reading this book has spent at least part of their

*Adna Ferrin Weber, The Growth of Cities in the Nineteenth Century,
Cornell University Press, Ithaca, N.Y., 1899, Table 3.

80

Asia

Latin Africa

America

lives living in a central city or suburb, so it is diffi-
cult for us to conceive of a world without large
cities. The rapidity and extent of the urban revolu-
tion can perhaps be understood if one reflects that
if San Antonio, with a year 2000 population of
1.2 million, had the same population two centuries
ago, it would have been the largest urban agglom-
eration that had ever existed in the world at any
time.* By contrast, the World Bank estimates that
there are 391 cities of over a million inhabitants.
More than a third of these cities first reached the
million mark in the 1990s. We now live in an urban
world of mega-metropolises; Tokyo— Yokohama
and greater Mexico City have populations over
20 million. Within the United States the 2000 cen-
sus reports the New York—New Jersey—Long Island
metro area at 20.1 million residents and Los
Angeles—Riverside~Orange County (California) at
15.8 million. Chicago—Gary (Indiana)-Kenosha
(Wisconsin) was third largest at 6.9 million.

“The best source of data for cities in earlier eras is Tertius Chandler
and Gerald Fox, 3,000 Years of Urban Growth, Academic Press,
New York, 1974.



MEGACITIES

Today, almost all urban growth is taking place in
rapidly growing cities of the developing world.
Most people are not aware that the overwhelming
majority of the urban growth in the world today
(over 95 percent) is taking place in developing coun-
tries, also referred to as less developed countries
(LLDCs). Since 1950 there has been over a fifteenfold
increase in the population living in developing
world cities. Twenty-first century world urbaniza-
tion patterns will be quite different from those of the
twentieth century. Developed western nations are
experiencing little urban growth. Of the 391 previ-
ously noted cities of over a million inhabitants, some
284 are in developing countries. Few of us could
name more than a few dozen of such million-plus
developing world cities. The United Nations uses
the term megacities to designate places of over 10
million inhabitants. The World Bank estimates that
there are 26 megacities. Of these 26 megacities, 21
are found in developing countries. Bombay (now
designated Mumbai), India, for example, even with
falling growth rates is still adding half a million
new city residents each year. It is difficult for us to
keep up either intellectually or emotionally with
these changes.

The United Nations estimates that 15 new
megacities will be added to the globe between 2000
and 2015, all of them in the developing world. As of
2000, the United Nations estimated a population of
26.3 million for the megacity of Mexico City; 24
million for metropolitan Sao Paulo, Brazil; 16.6 mil-
lion for Calcutta; and 16.3 million for greater Cairo.
Some demographers such as this author think these
estimates are high by several millions, but by any
measure these megacities dwarf anything the world
has ever experienced.

Some of our difficulty in understanding or cop-
ing with urban patterns and problems can be attrib-
uted to the recency of the emergence of this urban
world with its huge megacities. Living as we do in
urban-oriented places, it is easy for us to forget two
important facts: (1) Almost half the world’s popula-
tion is still rural-based, and (2) even in the industri-
alized West, massive urbanization is a very recent

CHAPTER 1 The Urban World 5

phenomenon. This rapid transformation from a ba-
sically rural to a heavily urbanized world and the
development of urbanism as a way of life have been
far more dramatic and spectacular than the much
better known population explosion. The bulk of the
world’s population growth is now occurring in cities
of the developing world. The population explosion
is, in reality, overwhelmingly a third world urban ex-
plosion. Today, the number of people living in de-
veloping world cities outnumbers the entire popula-
tion of the world only 100 years ago.

THE URBAN EXPLOSION

Urban growth accelerated cumulatively during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. By 1800, Lon-
don, the largest city on earth, reached almost 1 mil-
lion, Paris exceeded 500,000, and Vienna and St.
Petersburg had each reached 200,000. A century
later as the twentieth century began, ten cities had
reached or exceeded 1 million: London, Paris, Vi-
enna, Moscow, Leningrad (St. Petersburg), Calcutta,
Tokyo, New York, Chicago, and Philadelphia. This
urban explosion, which will be discussed in greater
detail later, began over 200 hundred years ago in the
more developed nations of Europe. Among the more
important reasons for this spurt in European popula-
tion were (1) declining death rates, (2) the beginning
of scientific management of agriculture, (3) im-
proved transportation and communication systems,
(4) stable political governments, and (5) the devel-
opment of the industrial revolution. While details
differ from country to country, the pattern for west-
ern nations is similar. Improvements in agriculture
raised the surplus above previous subsistence levels.
Then, in rather short order, this extra margin was
transferred by entrepreneurs, and later by govern-
ments, into the manufacturing sector. The result was
urban expansion and growth fed by a demand from
the burgeoning manufacturing, commercial, and
service sectors for a concentrated labor force. Today
the developed world is three-quarters urban.

By contrast, heavy urbanization in the develop-
ing world is largely a post—World War II phenome-
non (see Chapter 14, Developing Countries). The
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Figure 1-2 Population growth by region, 1995-2050

Source: United Nations Population Division

pace of urbanization in developing countries has
been far more rapid than that found during the nine-
teenth century in Europe or North America. The
level of urbanization was only 18 percent in less de-
veloped countries in 1950, but it is 40 percent to-
day.”> The urban population living in developing
countries is expected to explode from just under 2
billion today to 3.5 billion in 2005. Note in Figure
1-2 the dramatic projection of African, and espe-
cially Asian, urban growth over the next half cen-

SUnited Nations, World Urba;lizan'on Prospects: The 1999 Revisions,
United Nations, New York, 2000.

1.6%

World population
2.5 billion

World population
5.7 billion

tury. At the same time the United Nations anticipates
a declining population in Europe.

Whether we are delighted by the variety and
excitement of urban life or horrified by the cities’
anonymity and occasional brutality, population
concentration—that is, urbanization—is becoming
the way of life in developing as well as developed
nations. Attempts to return to a supposedly simpler
rural past must be viewed as futile escapism. Long-
ings for a pastoral utopia where all exist in rural
bliss have no chance of becoming reality. We live
in an urban world; and for all our complaints about
it, few would reverse the clock.



