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» Using the Dictionary Fi%i5AH

What are idioms and how are they used?

ftaRAE? AEREAERH?

An idiom is a group of words whose meaning as a group is different
from the meaning those words would have if you considered each
one separately. Idioms add colour to the language, giving us lively
and interesting ways of expressing ourselves. We use them in a
wide variety of situations, from friendly conversations and busi-
ness meetings to more formal written contexts.

2EE LA EER R, REEMNZ A HEERE X EF %]
EBHIEY., NBRESHWETAE, ERIMNESREIENE
HAEB. BOTTLAESFSHEERTE, NI IREE
&S E A IEH B IS HEE.

The Longman Pocket English-Chinese Idioms Digtionary focuses
on over 3000 common idioms. It covers expressions whose mean-
ings are fairly easy to understand, such as put your heads together
and can’t hear yourself think, as well as some that are less obvious,
like face the music and keep your shirt on. Many compound nouns
(nouns made up of more than one word but which have a single
meaning), like wild card and acid test, are also included. So are
phrases which you will frequently hear in everyday situations,
such as it’s just as well and of all things. Examples show the idiom
in a typical context, and give the reader access to real language
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and natural speech. The Idiom Activator (pages 162-172) provides
a further tool for language learners, grouping together idioms
which have a similar meaning and making it easier to choose the
right expression for a particular situation.

CBASCHIES S DUBUR 2118 TR L) ook F 211E 3000 £ 4%, A<iF]
BIKCSR T — 2638 A 5 ¥R 2118 , qnput your heads together
Fcan’t hear yourself think, WEFEE Y AREHERZE, 40
face the music 1 keep your shirt on, 25 & A4l EH
d1, #Znwild card Flacid test, [RIFEEALEH ¥ AEFBHLFUT R
iRl ek, 4nit’s just as well #1 of all things, Frigfit
IGHE RS T 2B AR ES &, (HikE R ihE] B L {8 A
MiES. EBREES (62-172 M) AIESF I ERE T H—
FZEANTR, BREGHEURNCIEARE &, E5 Ti%E
EEFRFE S & Bt R IEFAIE.

How do | find the idiom | am looking for?

a0 fa] & 3R 21 187

Idioms are entered under ‘keywords’, which are listed in alpha-
betical order and shown in CAPITAL LETTERS. Many of these
keywords are nouns. If the idiom you are looking for contains a
noun, or more than one noun, look it up under the first noun in the
idiom. For example, go bananas is at BANANAS, cost the earth is
at EARTH, and piece of cake is at PIECE. Compound nouns are also
found at the first noun. For example, you will find wild card under
CARD, and acid test under ACID.

BRIEWFAE “K#iA” KB T, REEHKESFEBIR,
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HAEFRIFHEY . 2 RBinEle &in. mRIREEIRR>]
BRI AEEJL &, BHES AR T ALK, B,
go bananas 7] {£ BANANAS Z&& T #r- 7%, cost the earth =] £ EARTH
% P#&E#, piece of cake "J7E PIECE £ T &, H& Al el
TEE—/4ia% TR, Bil4n, wild card /] 7£ CARD & F & 1S,
acid test a] 7£ ACID &£ &1

If there is no noun in the idiom, look under the first word which
clearly carries a meaning. This will usually be an adjective or a verb.
For example, thick and fast is at THICK, sb has something to prove
is at PROVE, and where it’s at is at WHERE.

[Ran>1EHEA 4, FEE —ALEFES FER, X/ iEh#
HRIE A RS ahin ., filgn, " fETHICKS: T #& Fthick and fast,
1F PROVE & %%l sb has something to prove, 7= WHERE &
75 %] where it’s at,

What happens when idioms have different forms?
mAEREA L FHiEAEN T E?

Very few idioms are fixed in form. This dictionary shows how a
phrase can vary in the following ways:

T EZER TEABA L . AT JUR A XFER21ER
S

» Variations of the main form of the idiom which mean the same
thing are shown in italics straight after it:

IR E 5 B RS EESGHEE , %5 BN AFHEATR
FHETFH G
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the 64,000 dollar question also
the million dollar question

» |f part of the expression can be left out, it is shown in brackets:

Ban BRI —ER S AT &g, XERD AT SRR
make (all) the right noises

P Inidioms suchasa____ -free zone, the space with a line under
it means that many different words could fill the gap, depending
on what you are talking about; for example, a politics-free zone,
a humour-free zone.
fEtn “a____ -freezone” F>]iEd, TRk ERYZEHER L
i Al I 2 A ERIEE, XEETIRBIRANE, 20 a
politics-free zone (A iR B iEHIHL /), a humour-free zone (4
A BRI ) .

» Opposites are shown after the main entry and are followed only
by an example. Variations which contain the same basic idiom
as the main form but take a different standpoint are shown in the
same way:

MR ESIEERESZ G, KamARFLuE. SEREE
AT — B AH 18] A [ R S T At LA R R 5 A

fight a losing battle to keep trying to
do something that you cannot
succeed in doing » She was fighting a
losing battle against cancer. be a
losing battle » We try to teach our
kids to enjoy books, but with TV and
pop music it's a losing battle.
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» Common adjectives and nouns which are related to the idiom
appear at the end of the entry:

521 MR A E IR A AL W IR R R A B a5 -

stab sb in the back to do something,
usually secretly, that harms someone
you are working with » There was a
very competitive atmosphere in the
marketing department, with everyone
stabbing each other in the back. a
stab in the back n » Nielson’s decision
to leave the party was seen by his
comrades as a stab in the back. back-
stabbing n » People work together in
local politics; it's not like the back-
stabbing that goes on in central
government.

» Where there are two versions of the same idiom which contain
different nouns, a cross-reference guides you from the less
common form to the main entry:

IR E— A ERIRAMEX S A AR AR, BAFHREE
TRAEFZEHHZL:

HAY

hit the hay » hit the SACK

hit the sack aiso hit the hay to go to
bed and sleep » / guess we'd better
hit the sack — we've got to get going
early tomorrow.



Abbreviations used in this dictionary

FiREERRNEEERA

ap)  adjective JEZ 1A

etc etcetera %

N noun 441

sb  somebody, someone XA
sth something X4y

V verb zhi]
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Aa

A

. ing that the interviewers hold all the aces;
. they are probably under as much pres-
. sure as you. NEARLAHIAEEBA 42
- KB, fATTRTRE R Z B AIRE R E .

: © Anaceis the playing card that has the
:  highest value, and you keep it to play
the Ato Z of sth 7/ {Efrom Ate Z (describ- |

P MR ERRURE, G E BB R .

at the best opportunity. A4¢Es & Fh e

ing or dealing with) every part of asub- |

jectGEF LRI AN, MAER, |
. ACHILLES

the Achilles’ heel (of) a weakness in
: someone’s character that causes prob-

shisgetting above himself/herself some- i lems, or the weak part of a plan or argu-

one has begun to think they are better or ment v SENTHIBIML ; Buar 555, HE—

more important than they really are % : 2+ Maria’s doing well at school, but

% . B&SL> He played once for the i science is her Achilles’ heel. B RRIE7E %

local team, and then he started getting | BUREIEE, (BRIAMPHEBAIT T,

- ACID

. the acid test something that shows you
: whether a plan works well, or shows you

absence makes the heart grow fonder | ‘Whether something is true B AL

being away from someone you love makes - % R B Y P Questions about drug

you love them more fii e ésst ety , gy | US€ were, atone time, the acid test for

4% b They say that absence makes : political candidates; now nobody cares

the heart grow fonider, but relationships : what they’ve done in their past lives. W
-t PS | B B R EIA B AL

IR TR LT, (BRYR] | A AR T 2850 T &0t 4.,

¢ Acid is used to test the quality of
:  metals. For example, nitric acid is used
i to test for gold because it is the only
t  acid that will react with it. Bk B Ml

an accident 344 % 4y » All those E4 BEVERE, Blin, THESR AN E

MIECHE; 5244 » ‘the A to Z of Baby
Care’ (4hJLIEEK2)

ABOVE

above himself izt 2 ¥ 2% T H#b75BA
ARERAmERCHMAT.

ABSENCE

can be difficult when you are apart. {{1

53 TR ARy 5% 7 AT RES TR
ACCIDENT

an accident waiting to happen a person,
thing, or situation that is likely to cause

old bottles of half-finished medicine in Hois

RN, R RME——RRE SR

your cupboard are an accident waitingto :

happen!{rig#E B AP E AT IB M ACQUAINTANCE

. have a nodding acquaintance with7R{E
. have a passing acquaintance with to
. know a person, place, or subject slightly
P SR AELZR Bk T > The wit-

FRA-RSEHIRA
ACES

hold all the aces to have all the advan-
tages in a situation FhiEF FhE, HR

{£%» Don’t make the mistake of assum-

ness said that she had a nodding ac-




ACT » ACTIONS

quaintance with the man. : X/ MEEA i
S5 BARRAKZE, P 'vegota
. self Ch TEASEFLTIIETF, Zm» They
ing acquaintance with other types of :

" good knowledge of PCs but only a pass-

computer. FFEN AN, (HxHMbAE
R i R R — .

ACT

a balancing act a
situation in which
someone is trying
to do a lot of differ-
ent things at the
same time, espe-
cially when this is
difficult 24 F4b# ]
5 Tl & A
fr#h® Going out to
work and looking af-
ter the family can be
a difficult balancing &
act for new parents.

St TV Fn B - 34
FRXBPRBEREREBIRL,

something, usually something wrong4

R Z T,
clean up your act to start behavingina

more acceptable way after you have been

behaving badly gt.0 &, SotHE
# Unless the party cleans up its act, we

KRN

ing act to deliberately go away from a
place so that nobody can find youze 2Rk

act when | want him to help in the gar-
den. &g 4T E R P 1L E BRI AE

fe, SR HmE T .
get in on the act to take part in an activity

2

that someone else has started, in order
to get some of the advantages for your-

are the only two countries with military
. satellites, and they don’t want others to

: getin on the act. i & NA RN A
C ERDEMER, bAELER M E RN
i AfTIRIBMA.

: getyour act together to do somethingin
: amore organized and effective way than
: before 5 &AM E K iTEY» He’'ll have
: to get his act together and improve his
. grades if he wants to study medicine.4n
gf&ﬁ‘%ﬁﬂ’]ﬁ VHRERREN, REK
. be a hard act to follow 751 be a tough
: act to follow someone has done some-
¢ thing so successful or impressive that it
- will be difficult for anyone else to be as
. good L HIFL, WLALKR » Shul-
: man’s magnificent first novel is an ex-
. tremely hard act to follow.&f /R 8% —7%
- /DR, IEAERHETR

catch sb in the act to see someone doing ACTION
. a piece of the action 7~ {E a slice of the
%R £ » | caught the girls in the act of
lighting up cigarettes. 4R EFE
. BREREIEDHIPLE » Now the band is
i so successful, everyone in the music
. business wants a piece of the action. 5},
L ESRBA T, FRF E BN ASEE
L r— 3,

can expect a clear swing to the Opposi- :

tion in the next election.fRAEZ 5k & ACTIONS

0, ARET - BEEPRNESBIARA
: you do is more important than what you
do a vanishing act/~{Edo a disappear-
i things you do f7
. TR » Actions speak louder than
&I » Bob always does a vanishing
i give our customers what we have prom-
. ised them. ftL A EEE, HERIILH
TR B A E A FRIERIR
8. °

action an opportunity to be involved in
something that is successful or exciting

actions speak louder than words what

say, and people will judge you by the
HHFEEEE, FEL

words, so we have to make sure that we



ADAM

he’s on the front page of every sports
section. — i, ATRAERINIR
B R PR AT RRATR A,

ADMIRATION

a mutual admiration society when two
people, groups, or organizations praise

» Now we’ve praised each other’s work,
let’s forget the mutual admiration soci-
ety and talk about money. HA 1C 2

KRR A BIE.
ADVOCATE

play devil’s advocate to pretend to dis-
agree about something so that there will
be a discussion about it &34 R LBk
#4it ¥ Let me play devil’s advocate
here and ask ‘Why shouldn’t we legal-

St LRI RS A2
AGENDA

a hidden agenda
the things that you
secretly intend to
achieve from a
plan or action ##
LR P He was
elected to serve
his country, but
he had a hidden agenda —all his friends

AT RI—ERR AR LESER T
&

AGREEMENT

ADAM » AIR

: that is not written down, but is made
. between people who trust each other#
not know sb from Adam not to know
someone at all f#A&Fi\if» A yearago, :
we didn’t know him from Adam — now !
: deal. ix /M X IS EERRARR O K
: IERBIEN—ERBNFRTR T —EX

ANT

. it/sb ain’t all that something or some-
: oneis not as good or special as someone
each other a lot EAEK% (%)
. Julie tries to make you feel bad, you just
. tell her she ain’t all that. & & FH AL R
COERE, RREFERRIFAIRTLTE.
THEHTIE, BERMNELTHEKE, |
i change the way something works or is
. done, when it works well the way it isAs
| ERBME, A% > These guys on
. the board want to change the manage-
i ment structure again. | say, if it ain’t
. broke, don’t fix it. 3L T EX ERK Ik
P E A

ize drugs?’ iLHRAEX BERIAE, WKH. AIR
. clear the air to discuss a problem to try
i tosolve it or get rid of bad feelingsiik
- REGUERK. WMEORIUR > Mel finally
. tried to clear the air by asking Carla what
i was bothering her. ¥ /R 8 J5 @ [a] Rz
i At aBOERIEZ R RR.

i hot air statements that sound very im-
. pressive or exciting but really have no
i meaning Zi&, Ki& » Why do our poli-
: ticians spout so much hot air?#ft 243%
CNRBE NSRS AR

have positions of power now. JERikfth
Ritf AEKRS , (BRI HEARATE
: thinking about it %&£ » There was a
i hint of panic in the air yesterday as the
. markets fell to their lowest point this
. month. lER Z ik E4 A B KA H
a gentleman’s agreement an agreement :

F-thiE ® Business in this region has tradi-
tionally been conducted by gentleman’s
agreement —a simple handshake secures a

else thinks A~ and8 & AU 4F » Next time

if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it don’t try to

be in the air if a feeling or idea is in the
air, everyone seems to be feeling it or

B T—#24%. » Divorce may be in the




AIRS » ALL

- AL L KB T RES A

the air until we hear what’s happening in

December. HEIFAANE 12 ARAETH | »
. bird that sailors (=people who work on

vanish into thin air 75 {i disappear into : =peop

thin airto disappear suddenlyinawaythat

is surprising or difficult to understand Z£8% :

LEWZE, —UIEERAREL.

##§% ¥ | don’t know, money just seemsto :
disappear into thin air EAREELRR, ¢

XERIFRAERR T —H.
be walking on air to feel extremely happy,

THPF, FIAREHRT .
AIRS

put on airsir{Egive yourself airs when
someone is behaving as if they were

BEAHBEHEH AN AN HETmERET.
AISLES

be rolling in the aisles laughing a lot
: still healthy and active; (of an activity) to
. exist successfully still i BELBE; 03 7615
ences rolling in the aisles. 8\ XY Zi&iE
. are alive and kicking. F & >4 %m&E ri3H
| XBREERLE,

a false alarm something that seems = ALL
- be all about sth to put all your time and
i energy into an activity, or be excited

while watching or hearing something#
g F-% » Kevin’s jokes still keep audi-

WARNTEERRA L.
ALARM

about to happen, but then does not{ &
& ¥ | thought | had an ulcer last month,

but it was a false alarm. + A~ ARUAAHE
: about teaching. I’'ve never worked so
. hard in my life. 2451, TELLEHE.
 BXETMRERA XL S T,

an albatross (around sb’s neck) a prob- :
lem, often one that is your own fault, that :

CHETHE, BRARER .
ALBATROSS

4

air for Cara and her latest husband. ;| Prevents you from succeeding ZE¢EIP £

- hAOM, R, R ERORE
be up in the air to be unplanned at the @ * Thehf'adurfe of z:r first ﬁlmdh:: bee:
moment & 4 B Evervthina’s up in something of an albatross round her neck.

MRS LYVIings Up Il e e it — B RS EITRE.

An albatross is a very large white sea-

~ ships) think it is very unlucky to kill. In
- Coleridge’s poem, The Rime of the An-
_cient Mariner, a sailor kills an albatross
- and has to wear it around his neck as a
. punishment. (FRER—FAEKES,

 BERAMNE, X TR MRS,

often so that you do not notice anything - FERUREIGRIRHE CEAF3K) o, —

else RAF¥ 2L, BEEH > Theplay |
just got a great review in New York, so I'm

walking on air today. ix 3% F412915 5 ALEC/ALECK
. a smart alec 7 @ smart aleck some-
. one who is annoying because they think
. they are very clever, especially saying
. clever things A fEEEARIA, ELUBHERE
more important than other people {£%2 :
F » | like him — he doesn’t put on airs :
about his famous sister. F{EYfb—1th
A “ERIR. “AEALAR.”

 ALIVE

- AmRAK T —REXSE, ZR1EAE
TIABIEEEELAET L.

A, BLLUARBIA® “What are
you going to wear tonight?” “Clothes.”
“Don’t be such a smart alec. ™ {n 4-# 2¢

be alive and kicking (of a person) to be

i ¥ It’s nice to know your grandparents

about it £ H# A ¥ Right now, I'm all

be all dressed up with nowhere to go to
be completely ready to do something,



5
butwnable to do it G T—3H ¥ The
but repairs should only take another 24

hours. ¥fT#EIRAIFAL R4S K AICHE
T, (UEEREE 24 4~ /NE,

# Julia and Dan were all over each other i i A
i : ~ anywhere. “blind alley” $5%¢#[E, Bt
in the back of the car. & FiFFHE % R AT RS 1 Tk T
. be right up sb’s alley 7x{% be right up
. sb’s street to be exactly what someone
thing REWR (KA F O » Man, |
L 53 A REHIRR B Simon’s reviewing a
. travel guide; it’s a great job that’s right
. up his alley. FiSETEAEH— AR S
- e e, XERMETE,

#» She dived into the sea and started

swimming towards the beach for all she ALLIANCE
was worth. ikt ks, FFIERR 2 DE |
: tween people who are not normally
- linked together, and who unite for a bad
. purpose #IEH[E 82 B Prices are artifi-
B2, IR AOAEF, F/hEP I'msorry, |
: ance of established retailers and big
. manufacturers. T HFEHRERHL
L TSR 2 AR IE M B A, TR A i
 R/ET.

- ALL-SINGING

. all-singing, all-dancing (of a machine,
. software etc) having many of the newest
technical features, enabling it to do a lot
. of things(#L8 . M- EEEFEARM
. kM ¥ Promotion of the week is a new
all-singing, all-dancing entertainment
. centre. ;XA BIARHES 7= 52 BLA Bk
: DhREMIER SRHD,

when her business partner died. {§ihix ALTAR
FERIMZE 28 Rl RA T AR R, (5 8 it
: be sacrificed on the altar of ___ to be
destroyed so that something else can be
i achieved, especially something you do

. not approve of % T A3k B HOTAR#E

JFe B R R R AR
be all over sth to be feeling happy, ex-

cited, or confident about doing some-

was all over that computer course today.
W, FAENESRAFTH FEALIRML,

do sth for all you are worth to do some-
thing using all your energy $f/& £ 7

sb is not all there someone seems rather
stupid or is not thinking clearly=k il A~ i

was thinking about something else. I'm
not all there this morning. ¥ A2, R/t
BAINIERE, BRERBRODER.
it’s all gone pear-
shaped something :
has gone wrong,
or failed, after
starting off well o~
B, HaT, R P
» Internet com- ~ |
panies like hers
were set to make
enormous profits, but
it all went pear-shaped

HIERIKMEIEE, EERAITT.
ALLEY

a blind alley a course of action that is not

ALLEY » ALTAR

. succeeding N EINHITTRI I E® In my
of the delayed space flight were all :
dressed up with nowhere to go today,

opinion, medical science is stuck up a

blind alley with all this money being
: spent on genetic modification. fER &
Ok, IRREBIEARERVIR LS RS
A FERARIEY

be all over sb to be kissing and touching : .

another person in a Sexual waySiupiti A blind alley is a road that is closed at

. one end, so that it is impossible to go

likes or is good at doing A3 A& 2,

an unholy alliance an association be-

cially high because of an unholy alli-




