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Preface

The Norton Anthology of World Literature, Shorter Second Edition, offers
many new works from around the world and a fresh new format that
responds to contemporary needs. The global reach of this anthology encom-
passes important works from Asia and Africa, central Asia and India, the
Near East, Europe, and North and South America—all presented in the light
of their own literary traditions, as a shared heritage of generations of readers
in many countries and as part of a network of cultural and literary relation-
ships whose scope is still being discovered. With this edition, we institute a
shift in title that reflects the way the anthology has grown. In altering the
current title to The Norton Anthology of World Literature, we do not aban-
don the anthology’s focus on major works of literature or a belief that these
works especially repay close study. It is their consummate artistry, their abil-
ity to express complex signifying structures that give access to multiple
dimensions of meaning, meanings that are always rooted in a specific setting
and cultural tradition but that further constitute, upon comparison, a thought-
provoking set of perspectives on the varieties of human experience. Readers
familiar with the anthology’s one-volume predecessor, whose size reflected
the abundance of material contained within it, will welcome the new boxed
format, which divides the anthology’s contents into two portable and attrac-
tive volumes.

For pedagogical reasons, our structure is guided by the broad continuities
of different cultural traditions and the literary or artistic periods they recog-
nize for themselves. This means that chronology advises but does not dictate
the order in which works appear. If Western tradition names a certain time
slot “the Renaissance” or “the Enlightenment” (each term implying a shared
set of beliefs), that designation has little relevance in other parts of the
globe; similarly, “vernacular literature” does not have the same literary-
historical status in all traditions; and “classical” periods come at different
times in India, China, and western Europe. We find that it is more useful to
start from a tradition’s own sense of itself and the specific shape it gives to
the community memory embodied as art. Occasionally there are displace-
ments of absolute chronology: Petrarch, for example, belongs chronologi-
cally with Boccaccio and Chaucer, and Rousseau is a contemporary of
Voltaire. Each can be read as a new and dissonant voice within his own cen-
tury, a foil and balance for accepted ideas, or he can be considered as part of
a powerful new consciousness, along with those indebted to his thought and
example. In the first and last sections of the anthology, for different peda-
gogical purposes, we have chosen to present diverse cultural traditions
together. The first section, “The Invention of Writing and the Earliest Liter-
atures,” introduces students to the study of world literature with works from
three different cultural traditions—Babylonian, Egyptian, Judaic—each
among the oldest works that have come down to us in written form, each in
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its origins reaching well back into a preliterate past, yet directly accessible
as an image of human experience and still provocative at the beginning of
the twenty-first century. The last section, “The Twentieth Century,” reminds
us that separation in the modern world is no longer a possibility. Works in
the twentieth century are demonstrably part of a new global consciousness,
itself fostered by advances in communications, that experiences reality in
terms of interrelationships, of boundaries asserted or transgressed, and of
the creation of personal and social identity from the interplay of sameness
and difference. We have tried to structure an anthology that is usable, acces-
sible, and engaging in the classroom—that clarifies patterns and relation-
ships for your students, while leaving you free to organize selections from
this wealth of material into the themes, genres, topics, and special
emphases that best fit your needs.

In renewing this edition, we have taken several routes: introducing new
authors, choosing an alternate work by the same author when it resonates
with material in other sections or speaks strongly to current concerns, and
adding small sections to existing larger pieces to fill out a theme or narrative
line or to suggest connections with other texts. What follows is an overview
of these changes.

Volume 1

Four new pieces, including Akhenaten’s “Hymn to the Sun,” have been
added to our selection of Egyptian poetry. The Epic of Gilgamesh is now
offered in Benjamin Foster’s recent verse translation. The passages from
Genesis and Exodus in the Hebrew Bible are newly translated by Robert
Alter and now include the stories of Abraham and Sarah and of Moses
receiving the Law. Job is newly translated by Raymond Scheindlin. (The
familiar and influential cadence of the King James version is retained in our
selections from the Psalms and the Song of Songs.) Selections from
Homer’s Iliad—in a dynamic recent translation by Stanley Lombardo—are
newly added to the anthology, joining The Odyssey, which is now offered in
Robert Fagles’s widely praised translation. An expanded selection of Sap-
pho’s lyrics are now translated by Anne Carson, and Plato’s Apology, by C. D.
Reeve. The selections from the Chinese “Classic of Poetry” are now trans-
lated by Stephen Owen. The Ramayana of Valmiki is now offered in an
increased selection and a new and exceptionally accessible translation by
Swami Venkatesananda. Our selection from Barbara Stoler Miller’s transla-
tion of The Bhaghavad-Gita is also increased. The selections from both Cat-
ullus and Ovid have been augmented, and both are newly offered in
translations by Charles Martin. Richmond Lattimore translates the selec-
tions from the New Testament. The section “India’s Classical Age,’—
previously consisting of only the Sanskrit drama Sakuntala—now contains
selections from Visnusarman's Pajsicatantra, Bhartrhari's Satakatrayam,
Amaru’s Amarusataka, and Somadeva's Kathasaritsagara, thus providing a
more wide-ranging and teachable introduction to this cultural moment. The
surah “Jonah” has been added to an already extensive selection from the
Koran, and the poet-mystic Jaldloddin Rumi, is newly added to this edition.
One of the anthology’s new complete texts is Beowulf, in Seamas Heaney's
celebrated new translation. Marie de France is now represented by two
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lais—“Lanval” and “Laiistic”—in a translation by Glyn S. Burgess and Keith
Busby. Dante’s Inferno is now offered in Mark Musa’s translation, and a new
illustration provides students with a “map” of Dante’s hell. Boccaccio’s
Decameron is now represented by three newly selected tales: the first tale of
the first day (Ser Cepperello), the eighth story of the fifth day (Nastagio),
and the tenth story of the tenth day (Griselda), and the entire selection is
newly offered in G. H. McWilliams's translation. No drama is now repre-
sented by two plays by the great theorist of No, Zeami Motokiyo: Atsumori
and Haku Rakuten. Montaigne's essay “Of the Powers of the Imagination”
has been newly added, as have a few famous episodes (and the important
“Prologue” to Part II) from Cervantes’s Don Quixote.

Volume 2

Our collection of Chinese vernacular literature adds a selection from Wu
Ch’eng-en’s Monkey. Rousseau’s Confessions is offered in an expanded
selection and in a new translation by J. M. Cohen. We are especially pleased
to offer Goethe's Faust, Part I, in Martin Greenberg’s remarkable transla-
tion. Newly included lyric poets from the nineteenth century are Friedrich
Holderlin, John Keats, Heinrich Heine, Giacomo Leopardi, Victor Hugo,
and Arthur Rimbaud. Our selection of Walt Whitman now adds “Out of the
Cradle Endlessly Rocking.” Henrik Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler is now offered in a
new translation by Rick Davis and Brian Johnston. The twentieth-century
selection begins with another new complete work, Joseph Conrad’s Heart of
Darkness. The poets William Butler Yeats and Federico Garcia Lorca are
newly included. Virginia Woolf is now represented by chapters two and
three of A Room of Her Own. Franz Kafka's Metamorphosis is offered in a
new translation by Michael Hoffman. Closing out our selection, in addition
to Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, still offered in its entirety, are newly
included short stories by Albert Camus, Tadeusz Borowski, Mahasweta Devi,
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Nawal el Saadawi, and Leslie Marmon Silko.

The Shorter Second Edition contains all of the pedagogical support to
which our users are accustomed: maps, time lines, pronunciation glossaries,
and, of course, the informative introductions and notes. The thirty-two color
plates new to this edition are captioned and broadly coordinated with each
period. In addition, The Norton Anthology of World Literature now provides
free access to Norton Literature Online, Norton’s extensive online resource
for students of literature. Each section of The Norton Anthology of World
Literature has added new material to old favorites, allowing the teacher to
keep tried-and-true works and also to experiment with different contexts
and combinations. Some links are suggested by the organization of the table
of contents, but there is no prescribed way of using the anthology, and we
are confident that the materials presented here offer a wealth of viable
options to support customized syllabi geared to specific student needs. A
separate Instructor’s Guide, with further suggestions and helpful guidance
for new and experienced instructors alike, is available from the publisher on
request.
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Phonetic Equivalents

For use with the Pronouncing Glossaries preceding most

selections in this volume

a as in cat

ah as in father
ai as in light
aw as in raw
ay as in day

e as in pet

ee as in street
ehr as in air
er as in bird
eu as in lurk
g as in good
ias in sit

j as in joke
nh a nasal sound (as in French vin, v€)
o as in pot

oh as in no
00 as in boot
or as in bore
ow as in now
oy as in toy

s as in mess

ts as in ants

u as in us

zh as in vision
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