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LARGER-PRINT BOOKS!

GET 2 FREE Qe ns
LARGER-PRINT NOVELS

e SUSPENSE

MYSTERY GETS RIVETING INSPIRATIONAL ROMANCE
Larger-print novels are now avaiiable...

YES! please send me 2 FREE LARGER-PRINT Love Inspired® Suspense novels
and my 2 FREE mystery gifts (gifts are worth about $10). After receiving them, if | don't
wish to receive any more books, | can return the shipping statement marked “cancel”. If
1 don't cancel, | will receive 4 brand-new novels every month and be billed just $4.74 per
book in the U.S. or $5.24 per book in Canada. That's a saving of over 20% off the cover
price. It's quite a bargain! Shipping and handling is just 50¢ per book.* | understand that
accepting the 2 free books and gifts places me under no obligation to buy anything. |
can always return a shipment and cancel at any time. Even if | never buy another book,

the two free books and gifts are mine to keep forever.
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Mail to Steeple Hill Reader Service: |

IN U.S.A.: P.O. Box 1867, Buffalo, NY 14240-1867 !
IN CANADA: P.O. Box 609, Fort Erie, Ontario L2A 5X3 :
Not valid for current subscribers to Love Inspired Suspense larger-print books. I
Are you a current subscriber to Love Inspired Suspense books :
and want to receive the larger-print edition? 1

Call 1-800-873-8635 or visit www.morefreebooks.com. [
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* Terms and prices subject to change without notice. Prices do not include applicable
taxes. Sales tax applicable in N.Y. Canadian residents will be charged applicable
provincial taxes and GST. Offer not valid in Quebec. This offer is limited to one order
per household. All orders subject to approval. Credit or debit balances in a customer's
account(s) may be offset by any other outstanding balance owed by or to the customer.
Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. Offer available while quantities last.

Your Privacy: Steeple Hill Books is committed to protecting your privacy. Our
Privacy Policy is available online at www.SteepleHill.com or upon request from
the Reader Service. From time to time we make our lists of customers available to
reputable third parties who may have a product or service of interest to you.
If you would prefer we not share your name and address, please check here.

Help us get it right—We strive for accurate, respectful and relevant communications.
To clarify or modify your communication preferences, visit us at
www.ReaderService.com/consumerschoice.
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TANYA MICHAELS
Texas Baby

Instant parenthood is turning Addie Caine’s life
upside down. Caring for her young nephew and
infant niece is rewarding—but exhausting! So when
a gorgeous man named Giff Baker starts a short-term
assignment at her office, Addie knows there’s no time
for romance. Yet Giff seems to be in hot pursuit....
Is this part of his job, or can he really be falling
for her? And her chaotic, ready-made family!

Available September 2010
wherever books are sold.

“LOVE, HOME & HAPPINESS”

www.eHarlequin.com
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Dear Reader,

As someone who lives in a cold climate, I love to vacation
down south. Naturally, the hot summer weather I avoid,
but I often thought of those who must make that transition.
And of course, I think of how exotic even Florida seems
to me and how I would love to set a story where the heat
practically becomes a character in the story.

But it’s more than just a story set in hot weather that drove
me to write Silent Protector. Children touch our lives all
the time, and when they are in danger even childless adults
are willing to die for them. It’s something I believe God
has set in our souls. And as a writer, putting a child into a
story is a joy. They are so innocent, so sweet, it’s wonderful
to write them. So when they are put in danger, the tension
ratchets up in exciting increments. I hope you feel the same
way Liz and lan feel when they learn to work together, find
love and save those who mean so much to them.



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

. Once he starts talking, Charlie sometimes tries to talk
his way out of doing chores. In that sense, he’s trying to
manipulate people. While he’s just a small boy and it’s
cute to read about, have you ever found yourself doing
the same thing sometimes? What was the result?

. Liz doesn’t think Ian cares enough for Charlie. In a
way, she sees only one side of a story, and is accusa-
tory because of it. How does she change throughout
the book?

. After Liz is pulled from her sinking car, and after she’s
dried off, she realizes that she needs dry clothes and
a shower. She offers a simple prayer to God, stating
that He knows her basic needs. Do you take your basic
needs to God? Do you have a laundry list of wants? Or
do you think you should wait until there is something
important? What should prayer be?

. We are to have faith like a child. How do you perceive
that? Who in the story had that type of faith? Who did
not?

. What is your first impression of Ian? Does he sound
like someone who can and will get the job done? How
is that a good thing? How is that a bad thing?

6. In the book of Exodus, Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro,
tells him to get help, that he’s doing too much. George
says something similar to Ian, but how does he respond?
How should he respond?



7. Ian believes he’s better than he was before. Do you

agree? Why?

8. Liz is afraid that she’ll fail Charlie. Do you see her

doing that? What do you think she should be doing or
thinking?

9. Liz learns that she can do all things with God’s help.

10.

11.

12,

13.

Read Philippians 5:12-14 and ask yourself how the
verses affect you. What can you attempt today with
God’s help?

Charlie makes a deal with God that he’ll tell what hap-
pened to his father and God will protect him. Charlie is
just an innocent boy, but what was your reaction when
you read that? Have you ever made a deal with God?
Is it the right thing to do?

Liz admits she was wrong when she is found on the
trail. She even goes as far as to thank Ian for pointing
out the fault. Have you ever done that? What was the
result?

Liz needs confidence, but she doesn’t realize how cou-
rageous she is when she thanks Ian for pointing out
her fault. What is lan’s reaction? What would you do
in his place?

When Ian brings Charlie down to Moss Point, he alters
the boy’s appearance. The results are mixed, though.
Now the killer has several boys to choose from, and
Liz is scared he’ll kill them all. What Bible stories does



this remind you of? What did God do in those situa-
tions? How were those two stories connected? How
were Moses and Jesus connected?

14. What stopped the random killings in this story?
15. Do you think Liz was right to go after Charlie even

though the authorities told her not to? Why or why
not?



“Charlie is a witness, Liz. He has seen
his father's killer. We need him."”

“You need him?" She tightened her lips before
speaking again. “What about his needs? Hasn't
he suffered enough without being dragged from
everythi . knewn—tehve-wﬁ#s&anqers?- e

needs tof sqjg‘\,\p scau’ed j )
IhE WA \aru{tes&tmL tgalﬁs‘ths

lan held
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who coui d any TFshhore tl{a_y-?pu
Liz went
had offered rellef So that was it. They stole Charlie,
hoping her nephew would give a statement that
they could use in court, without caring about his

emotional well-being.

“So as long as you get your killer-that's all you care
about?”

Sighing, he shook his head, then looked into her eyes.
“That's not true.”
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Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as
a little child, he shall not enter therein.
—Mark 10:15






ONE

Someone was trying to run her off the road!

Liz Tate gripped the rental car’s steering wheel tightly,
her heart pounding in her ears as she struggled to keep the
car straight.

And not careening off the edge of the newly built cause-
way and into the deep water to her right.

Please, Lord, help me!

The SUV beside her, some dark blue thing she didn’t
dare get a good look at, scraped up against her driver’s side
once more. A painful sound grated through her senses. The
sickening shove bumped her closer to the loose gravel and
rocky edge.

She swerved back, slamming on the brakes to help con-
trol her car. The tires bit into the gravel then spun and
slipped farther. The other vehicle backed off.

She was losing control of the car! With a wild glance
over her shoulder, she yanked the vehicle back onto the
road again.

Filled with dust and gravel, her brakes squealed in pro-
test. She fishtailed uncontrollably.

Close to the end of the causeway, the SUV beside her
rammed her side again. The force knocked her against the
driver’s door.
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Liz felt her rental spin and lurch over the gravel, catch
and bump on the jagged rocks that lined the water’s edge
and saw nothing but slushy, dark water ahead.

She’d come down here to Florida to find her nephew
Charlie, following a set of circumstances almost too fear-
ful and incredible to believe. And now, as the hood of her
rental splashed into the murky water, as that water surged
over her windshield, she knew that she’d never see Charlie
again.

Keep him safe, Father God. Because I've failed him
again.

“Are you thirsty, son? Do you need a cold drink? Some-
thing to eat?”

But Charlie Troop sat mutely across the cluttered office
from Ian MacNeal, his young eyes downcast, just as he’d
been for the entire flight down here from Bangor. The child
hadn’t said a word to him. Not a single word. This was the
boy’s second full day here and still nothing. He refused to
speak.

Even when the boy’s hair had been shorn off yesterday,
that matted, dirty mess of dark curls and knots that per-
petually fell into the boy’s eyes, he’d said nothing. It was
too hot to bear here, Ian figured, but that wasn’t the whole
reason for the cut. After Charlie’s hair had been trimmed
down to a longish crew cut, Ian had bleached the remain-
ing length a dark blond. He had then given the boy a pair
of glasses to wear.

Charlie had studied his new look in the mirror. But after
that, his gaze fell to his feet again.

It cut Ian to the core to change the boy’s appearance, but
his safety was too important. He needed his look altered.
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Tan had tried several times to initiate a conversation with
the ten-year-old, but Charlie would drop his gaze and bite
his lip. And remain completely silent.

Even Ian’s new assistant, Monica, a young woman whose
own parents died suddenly a few years ago, tried to reach
him, but Charlie stalwartly refused to speak to anyone.

Patience, Ian told himself. The psychologist who’d
assessed the boy said he’d been traumatized by what he’d
seen. With patience, trust and time, the child would talk.
Just don’t push him or he’d slip further into his mute shell,
the specialist had advised.

Looking across from him this hot July day, Ian sighed.
Even when he’d been a U.S. Marshal full time, long before
he’d given up that life for the no-less-busy one of a pastor,
he’d never had to deal with someone who so completely
refused to communicate with him.

Only recalling his own turbulent youth, the gypsy life-
style forced on him by a long line of uncaring relatives
who were too busy to bother with an orphan, was he able
to anticipate Charlie’s basic needs. That and the wealth of
experience that his neighbors, Elsie and George Wilson,
could offer.

The older couple was an invaluable help. George, him-
self, had been a U.S. Marshal back in the day. In fact, he’d
met Elsie there when she’d been hired on as part of the
administrative staff. It was Elsie who had first told Ian
about the need for a pastor on Spring Island, and he was
happy to be working near his old friends. Especially now.
Even though the Wilsons weren’t officially on Charlie’s
protective detail, the marshals had agreed to let the boy stay
in their home. Their trailer was right next to Ian’s house,
and they were all hoping Elsie’s grandmotherly ways would
have a positive effect on the frightened child.



