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PREFACE

Courses which bear the title “*English Legal System’ frequently reflect the
particular interests and idiosyncracies of their teachers: the subject is suffi-
ciently wide-ranging to allow the content of any particular course to be
individual. Our selection of material in this book is equally individual yet,
we hope, sufficiently comprehensive to satisfy the needs of undergraduate
students and others who may need to inform themselves about the legal
system. One of our especial objectives has been the provision of a substan-
tial number of bibliographical references so that the book may serve to
stimulate interest and encourage further reading, as well as providing a
source of information and reference.

We are particularly indebted to two colleagues at Nottingham who have
each written a chapter to extend the range of the book into areas not
always regarded as a natural part of English Legal System studies but
which we consider to be of interest and significance in this context. Pro-
fessor Alan Prichard has contributed the chapter on Remedies, and Diane
Birch has contributed the chapter on Sentencing. We are gratetul for their
collaboration and scholarship.

In the course of producing this book we have received assistance from
many people but we wish to record our particular thanks to Rod Edmunds,
Nigel Gravells, Michael Gunn, Louisa Hardman, Philippa Hayes, Gavin
Love, Alan Prichard, Mark Sterling and Louise Woodhead. They have
variously undertaken research, read and commented upon manuscripts,
scrutinised proofs and collectively provided correction, support and
inspiration. In addition we are grateful to Christine Mason, Jan Goodman
and Margaret Marchant for producing typescript from manuscript, often
under considerable temporal pressure.

It is customary for authors to acknowledge support and assistance from
their publishers. In our case it is no token gesture. All authors need pub-
lishers like ours, but not all publishers need authors like us! The patience
and forebearance of our publishers has been a vital factor in the appear-
ance of this book.

We have tried to state the law as at May 1, 1984, although there has been
some opportunity to incorporate later developments in page proof.

NOTTINGHAM P. F. SMITH
September 1, 1984. S. H. BAILEY
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