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Foreword

MY "WALK-ON PART" IN
THE MADISON LEGACY

he town and team this book is about are as fundamentally American

as mom and apple pie. Born as a frontier town, maturing into a major
river port on the Ohio River, home to industry from the 1800s to this very
day and facing struggles of every sort, it survives. These Hoosiers are a
hearty bunch, and I have a front-row seat to their story. For the first thirteen
years of my Unlimited hydroplane driving career, they, amongst others, were
my competition.

I stepped away from the sport midway through the 1999 season after my
father died. Dad had been my racing partner since birth, and without him
with me, it became void of passion. Enter my adopted town of Madison.
Charlie Grooms, team manager of the Miss Madison Unlimited hydroplane,
called me in February 2001. In the straightforward, look-you-in-the-eye
way of midwesterners, and Madisonians in particular, he asked, “Are you
done with your pity party and ready to race again?” Thus began my “walk-
on part.”

While that was Charlie speaking, 1 know it was Dad in heaven who wrote
the script. You see, the Madison, their boat, had always been his favorite.
Imagine my dad rooting for my competition! Now, almost eleven years
later, I know why he loved them. He knew, as I do now, that when the right
ingredients come together in a race program, magic happens.

It isn’t just one person or bountiful funding that makes a winner. It is the
input of lots of people from varying backgrounds, with a common purpose
and a deep passion. This passion, this drive, fueled the birth of the town
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of Madison and, to this
day, fuels the number one
Unlimited hydroplane in the
world.

In truth, I'm just a visitor
to this team, its driver for
coming on eleven seasons
now. But I also know that
I'm a part of its legacy. A
part that I can never forget
didn’t start with me and will
not end with me, yet a part
that is as much a part of me
as my heart and lungs. These
people are my family; this
boat i1s i1 my blood. When
I drive the Miss Madison
(sponsored and known in
racing circles as the Oh Boy!
Oberto, the souls of every

Madisonian who has backed this team for the past fifty-plus years rides with
me. They’ve been racing longer than any race team in any motor sport in
history. I know that our racing can bring cheers or tears, based largely on
what I do. This is no small responsibility. Nor is it any small honor.

As you read through these pages, lovingly crafted by two of the best
writers in motor sports, I hope you feel the same passion for this town and
this boat as I do. Better yet, drop by Madison any July Fourth weekend to
witness its regatta. For sixty years, they've staged the largest motor sport
event in Indiana, outside of the Indianapolis 500. As you walk the streets of
Madison, you will undoubtedly feel the energy that is embedded in its brick
streets, its vintage homes and its people. You'll sense what it is that gives
America heart and what continues to fuel this town and this team.

Live well,

Steve David
National Driving Champion 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010
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