Computer
Law



Computer Law
Fifth Edition

EDITED BY

Chris Reed and John Angel

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS



OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS
Great Clarendon Street, Oxford OX2 6DP
Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.
It furthers the University’s objective of excellence in research, scholarship,
and education by publishing worldwide in
Oxford New York
Auckland Bangkok Buenos Aires Cape Town Chennai
Dar es Salaam Delhi Hong Kong Istanbul Karachi Kolkata
Kuala Lumpur Madrid Melbourne Mexico City Mumbai Nairobi
Sdo Paulo Shanghai Singapore Taipei Tokyo Toronto

with an associated company in Berlin

Oxford is a registered trade mark of Oxford University Press
in the UK and in certain other countries

Published in the United States
by Oxford University Press Inc., New York

© The Editors and Contributors 2003

The moral rights of the authors have been asserted
Database right Oxford University Press (maker)

First published 2003

Crown copyright is reproduced with the permission of the controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means,
without the prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press,
or as expressly permitted by law, or under terms agreed with the appropriate
reprographics rights organization. Enquiries concerning reproduction
outside the scope of the above should be sent to the Rights Department,
Oxford University Press, at the address above

You must not circulate this book in any other binding or cover
and you must impose this same condition on any acquirer

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
Data available

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Data available

ISBN 0-19-926350-7
13579108642

Typeset in Times
by Cambrian Typesetters, Frimley, Surrey
Printed in Great Britain
on acid-free paper by
Antony Rowe Limited, Chippenham, Wiltshire



Preface to the Fifth Edition

The first edition of Computer Law was published in 1990. The area of law covered
by the book has developed considerably over the last thirteen years but there is a
sense now that computer law has become an established area of law with a more
stable content. This is reflected by the fact that, while the book as a whole has been
thoroughly revised, updated and extended, there are no real additional chapters to the
book in contrast with previous editions. In fact we have dropped a separate chapter
on semiconductor chip protection because of the lack of developments in the area.
The two Internet-related chapters have been combined into one under the title of ‘E-
Commerce’ (Chapter 9). The chapter on European computer law has been replaced
by relevant updates to all the other chapters together with the addition of ‘EC
Competition Law and the New Economy of Information Technology’ (Chapter 12)
which, as its title indicates, concentrates on the increasingly new and difficult
competition aspects of the subject matter of the book.

The original concept of this book came from Chris Reed’s desire to provide a
textbook for students on the University of London’s LL M course which could also
combine as a useful book for practitioners. The fact that the course is taught by acad-
emics and practitioners, and that they are the authors of the book, makes Computer
Law a unique contribution to the field which is clearly recognized as such as it now
goes into its fifth edition. Chris Reed continues to make an enormous contribution to
the book but I have tried to take more of the burden from him in my co-editorial role,
for example, by writing this preface.

My thanks go to all the authors, who because they are very successful academics
and practitioners in their own right have little time available in their busy schedules,
but have still produced excellent contributions, largely on time! Lorraine Mulpeter,
our Institute’s administrator, deserves particular thanks for co-ordinating all the
authors and ensuring that the electronic manuscript was received by the publisher on
time. Also many thanks go to OUP for continuing to support the book since their
acquisition of Blackstone Press, the previous publishers. Lastly I would like to thank
my co-editor Chris Reed for his inspiration which continues to make this book a
success.

John Angel
March 2003
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