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Dear Student

V\/e are living in an age when we can no longer afford to be ignorant of the
languages and cultures of other peoples with whom we share this very small

planet. Learning a new language is the first step toward increasing your awareness
of our ever-shrinking world.This process will alter the way in which you view the
world, for it will allow you to experience different ways of living, thinking, and

seeing. In fact, there is an old Spanish proverb that underscores the importance
of knowing another language. It states: El que sabe dos lenguas vale por dos—

the person that speaks two languages is worth two people.

You are about to begin an exciting and valuable experience.Today the Spanish
language is spoken all over the world by over 400 million people. The North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) has opened new markets for the United
States in Mexico, and accords to be signed with Chile,Argentina and other Latin
American countries will enhance business opportunities there as well. A recent
issue of the Chronicle of Higher Education cited a study conducted among
American businesses in which over 60% of those interviewed stated that after
English, Spanish was the most important language of the business world.

Many of you will one day have the opportunity to visit a Spanish-speaking coun-
try. Your experiences will be all the richer if you can use your Spanish to enter

into the cultures of those countries and interact with their people. However, even
if you don't get to spend time in one of those countries, Spanish has become an
important language in this country and is spoken every day by millions of people
right here within our borders.

Once you begin to use the Spanish language in class, you will discover that you
can interact with Spamsh speakers or your classmates right away. Communication
in a foreign language means receiving and sending messages (either oral or writ-
ten) in ways that avoid misunderstandings. Therefore, the most important task
ahead of you is NOT to accumulate a large quantity of knowledge ABOUT the
~ grammatical rules that underlie the language, but to USE the grammar and vocabu-
~lary you are taught to create messages as: effective ly and creatwely as possnble As
~ you learn to do this, you will make the kinds of errors that are necessary in lan-
guage learning. DON'T BE AFRAID TO MAKE MISTAKES!! The €rrors you make are
really positive steps toward effective communication. They don't hold you back;
mcyacum]lyadwnceyomeﬁom Learmnga languagcrcqmresstudyandpracuce :
- and the rewards that a;wm you c_an make it an expenencc ,rTh W or P
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How Does jTu dirdas! Work
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-';IC primary focus of the main Textbook is to provide students with a variety RS TR eNRI o7
of opportunities to develop the four skills and cultural knowledge in integrated, PR AN DI
communicative ways in the classroom.The Textbook is divided into fourteen
chapters, preceded by a Capitulo preliminar. {Tu diras! contains a total of

forty-two etapas (three per chapter), each of which presents new material,

reviews the previous etapa, and utilizes carefully sequenced exercise progression
that gives students the tools they need to communicate correctly and meaningfully, 3
while carrying out useful, real-life tasks. Grammatical structures and vocabulary L
are presented according to their relevance to the completion of a task or R

The final two chapters include more reading selections chosen explicitly for the s
substantial information they provide about the art, music, and literature of the
cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.
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In this preliminary chapter, you will learn
some interesting information about Spanish as
a world language. You will also be given some
pointers on the sound system of Spanish and
the diacritical marks common to the lan-
guage. In addition, you will learn what

people say when they greet and/or take leave
of each other.

After completing this chapter, you will be
able to carry out the following tasks:

(@' meet and greet people
" spell words using the Spanish alphabet

understand how the written accent and
other diacritical marks work

The tools you will use to carry out
these tasks are:

@\ greetings

@\ leave-takings

@\ the Spanish alphabet

(" written accents and other

diacritical marks
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