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Preface

On November 29, 1993 Sidney 1. Roberts reached the age of 80. It is not common
in the United States to honor professionals who reach a milestone in their life, with a
publication and certainly not with a specially published Festschrift. However, if
there is one United States tax lawyer who deserves an international tribute upon
reaching a memorable age, it is Sidney Roberts. His bibliography, which is included
in this book, shows the breadth and depth of his writings on intemational taxation
over the years, culminating in a masterpiece of scholarship and erudition that he
published very recently: “The Agency Element of Permanent Establishment: The
OECD Commentaries from the Civil Law View’ (Intertax, September and October
1993 issues).

In many European countries a Festschrift is called, by its Latin name, a liber amicorum:
a book offered by friends. Sidney’s warm personality, gentle manners and readiness
to share his insights have made him many frends. Over thirty of his professional
friends have contributed to this book. All contributions deal with some aspect of in-
ternational taxation, many of them from the viewpoint of a given nation’s tax sys-
tem, others from a more general perspective. These essays are presented in an al-
phabetical order with exception of the personal tribute that William C. Warren pays
to Sidney Roberts, which appears as the first contribution to this book.

New York/The Hague Herbert H. Alpert
September 1993 Kees van Raad
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