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A MODULAR APPROACH TO PROBLEM
SOLVING (MAPS)

As you can see from a cursory flip, this book is different. I
designed it to be different. This book differs from tradi-
tional economics texts in two important ways: (1) its mod-
ular presentation, and (2) its focus on economics as a
problem-solving science.

The two goals of Exploring Economics are encapsulated in
one mnemonic, MAPS: a Modular Approach to Problem
Solving. As you will see, these ideas are not mere con-
structs; rather, they are complements that work together to
create a unique learning experience for your students.

THE MODULAR APPROACH: WHAT AND WHY?

Exploring Economics uses a modular approach in its presen-
tation of economic ideas and concepts. Information is pre-
sented in small, self-contained sections rather than in large
blocks of text. My enthusiasm for and dedication to this ap-
proach stems from a study of learning theory research,
which indicates that students retain information much bet-
ter when it is broken down into short, “digestible” sections.
Students will be more successful in mastering and retaining
economic principles through this approach.

Unlike standard textbook construction, the modular ap-
proach is distinctly more compatible with the modern com-
munication style with which most students are familiar and
comfortable: short, intense, and exciting bursts of informa-
tion. Rather than being distracted and discouraged by the
seeming enormity of the task before them, students are
more likely to work through a short, self-contained concept
before getting up from their desks. The student is more
likely to read and process the material before he or she pro-
ceeds to the next concept, a point that is particularly impor-
tant in economics, where one idea is often a building block
that serves as the foundation for the next.

In executing the modular approach in Exploring Econom-
ics, every effort has been made to take the intimidation out
of economics. The idea of sticking to the basics and rein-
forcing student mastery, concept by concept, coupled with
the careful display of pictures, charts, and graphs, has
been done with the student in mind. But students aren’t
the only ones to benefit from this approach. The modular
presentation allows instructors greater flexibility in plan-
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ning their courses. More importantly, instructors benefit
from having a student population that has actually read
the textbook and prepared for class!

THE MODULAR APPROACH: HOW?

The philosophy of the modular approach takes form in the
basic structure and organization of Exploring Economics and
is also embodied in the accompanying Student Workbook.

The Text Organization

Exploring Economics is presented in 26 Modules, each of
which is comprised of approximately 6-8 short Concepts.
These Concepts are self-contained learning units, typically
presented in 2—4 page, bite-size sections that include all of
the relevant graphs and tables as well as numerous colorful
photos for the topic at hand. Each Concept begins with a
number of key questions designed to introduce the impor-
tant ideas to be presented. These questions serve as land-
marks for students: If they can answer these questions after
reading the material, they have prepared well. This tool is
reinforced by the Concept Check points and questions that
appear at the end of each Concept. Key points summarize
concisely the major ideas that the student should have re-
tained, and short questions, the answers to which can be
found in the back of the book, give students an opportunity
to check their mastery before proceeding.

The Student Workbook

At the end of each Concept, students are encouraged to
turn to the related section in the Student Workbook. The
Student Workbook for use with Exploring Economics is an
extension of the text, both in philosophy and in execution.
Like the text, the workbook is designed on a Concept-by-
Concept basis. After reading each Concept in the text, the
student can turn to the Workbook and test his or her mas-
tery of the material with true-false, multiple-choice, and
discussion and application questions that cover only the
topics covered in that Concept. If students can answer
these questions, they can be confident that they have mas-
tered the topic. In addition to these Concept-based ques-
tions, additional exercises are provided at the end of each
Module that draw on and integrate all of the material
in the Module. In short, the Workbook, like the text, is
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designed at every step to instill your students with
confidence in their own abilities to master the tools of
economics.

THE PROBLEM-SOLVING APPROACH:
WHAT AND WHY?

Economics is a collection of problem-solving tools that can
be applied to many social, political, and business issues.
Even everyday issues can be more easily understood when
one has a good handle on the “economic way of thinking.”
However, in the words of a Lake Wobegon philosopher
Garrison Keillor, “Just because you sleep in a garage doesn’t
make you a car.” In other words, picking up the terminol-
ogy of economics is not enough; students have to learn
when and how to use their new tools. Economic principles
aren’t just definitions to memorize; they are valuable tools
that can help students analyze a whole host of issues and
problems in the world around them. It is this philosophy
that serves as the focus for the problem-solving approach
in Exploring Economics, which is designed to serve two key
purposes: (1) to facilitate student mastery of concepts both
theoretically and in application, and (2) to communicate a
sense of relevancy to students.

THE PROBLEM-SOLVING APPROACH: HOW?

The problem-solving approach is evident throughout Ex-
ploring Economics—in the basic organization of the text and
in the supporting pedagogical elements. This approach is
also embodied in the well-integrated student ancillary ma-
terials that are packaged with the text, collectively known
as the Integrated Learning System.

The Text Organization

By presenting material in a Concept-by-Concept, building-
block format that encourages and reinforces students at
every step, the modular approach directly supports the
problem-solving focus of the text. The modular approach
breaks difficult concepts into digestible parts and then offers
students opportunities to evaluate their level of understand-
ing before proceeding. In this way, students are provided
with an optimal format in which to master the economic
tools that they will need and to develop confidence in their
own abilities and understanding of these ideas.

Learning Tools

Key Questions. Each Concept begins with a list of
questions that highlight the primary ideas that the student
should learn from the material. These questions are in-
tended to serve as a preview and to pique students’ inter-
est in the material to come.

Text Heads. Many paragraphs in the text have head-
ings that are structured as questions. The philosophy be-

hind this approach is that if students develop the habit of
asking themselves such questions, they will become much
more effective learners; that is, they will begin to learn to
ask the right questions themselves.

Tune Up. Tune Up boxes are scattered throughout the
text as a way of reinforcing and checking student compre-
hension of important or more difficult concepts. These ele-
ments provide students with an opportunity to test their
mastery of new tools through short applications. Students
can then check their work immediately against the answer
given at the bottom of the box, providing them immediate
feedback and encouragement in the learning process.

Applications. There are numerous applications to
everyday life situations scattered throughout the text.
These applications were chosen specifically with students
in mind, and they are designed to help students find the
connection between economics and their lives. With that,
economic principles are applied to everyday problems and
issues, such as classroom cheating, sexually transmitted
diseases, teenage drug use, juvenile crime, on-line betting,
road kill, and the cost of raising children.

In addition to the large number of in-text examples, one
integrative application is presented in the last Concept of
each Module as a platform for tying together some of the
primary ideas presented in the Module. Also, there are two
special boxed applications, “In the News” and “Global
Watch,” scattered throughout each Module.

In the News. “In the News” applications focus pri-
marily on current news stories that are relevant and
thought-provoking. These articles are placed strategically
throughout the text to solidify particular concepts. In an
effort to emphasize the breadth and diversity of the situa-
tions to which economic principles can be applied, these
articles have been chosen from sources that range from Na-
tional Geographic to Wired magazine.

Global Watch. Whether we are concerned with under-
standing yesterday, today, or tomorrow, and whether we are
looking at a small, far-away country or a large next-door
neighbor, economic principles can strengthen our grasp on
many global issues. “Global Watch” articles were chosen to
help students understand the magnitude and character of
the change occurring around the world today and to intro-
duce them to some of the economic causes and implications
of this change. To gain a greater perspective on a particular
economy or the planet as a whole, it is helpful to compare
important economic indicators around the world. For this
reason, “Global Watch” applications will sometimes be used
to present relevant comparative statistics.

Concept Checks. Each Concept in a Module ends
with a Concept Check box. This element contains 4-6 short
sentences emphasizing the important points in each sec-
tion. It also includes 4-6 questions designed to test stu-
dents” comprehension of the basic points of the Concept
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just covered. If students can answer these questions, they
can feel confident about proceeding to the next topic.

Memory Devices. Mnemonic devices are used where
appropriate as an extra aid to help students remember cer-
tain important ideas. For example, “PYNTE,” the old-
English spelling of pint, is used to help students remember
the major demand shifters: P, price of related goods; Y, in-
come; N, number of buyers; T, tastes; and E, expectations.

Photos. The text contains hundreds of colorful pic-
tures. They are not, however, mere decoration; rather,
these photos are an integral part of the book, for both
learning and motivation purposes. The photos are care-
fully placed where they reinforce important concepts, and
they are accompanied with inquisitive captions designed
to encourage students to extend their understanding of
particular ideas.

Exhibits. Graphs, tables, and charts are important eco-
nomic tools. These tools are used throughout Exploring
Economics to illustrate, clarify, and reinforce economic prin-
ciples. Text exhibits are designed to be as clear and simple
as possible, and they are carefully coordinated with the
text material.

THE INTEGRATED LEARNING SYSTEM

The Integrated Learning System is more than an extension
of the problem-solving approach to student success that
characterizes Exploring Economics; it is, in fact, an integral
part of that approach. Individually, the elements of this
system—the Student Workbook, EconActive CD-ROM,
and Student Web Site—can help your students take the
small steps toward a mastery of microeconomics. Collec-
tively, these elements serve as a key to your students” ulti-
mate goal: their mastery of the economic way of thinking
and the development of a confidence in their abilities to
use those tools elsewhere. This, I believe, is the ultimate
success, but it is a success that must come gradually, one
step at a time. The Integrated Learning System helps stu-
dents take those steps by reinforcing basic concepts and
ensuring student mastery at every point, using the same
basic student-friendly and interactive style that character-
izes the text.

Student Workbook

The Student Workbook for use with Exploring Economics re-
inforces the basic problem-solving approach of the text.
On a Concept-by-Concept basis, the Student Workbook
guides the student through various exercises designed to
test their comprehension and mastery, including true-false,
multiple-choice, and application-type questions. These ex-
ercises proceed from the relatively easy to the more diffi-
cult, thus allowing students to experience success and
generate feelings of confidence as they proceed. Then, at
the end of each Module, students can enjoy and learn from

“The Lowells,” a cartoon strip that illustrates a key con-
cept from the Module and then tests student understand-
ing of that idea. The answers to all Student Workbook
activities are included in the Workbook, so that students
can get immediate feedback on their work.

EconActive CD-ROM

The EconActive CD-ROM is designed to allow your stu-
dents to get even more interactive and involved in their
own learning process. In addition to guided tutorials with
new examples and graphs, the EconActive CD-ROM also
includes Java-powered, interactive graphs. The power of
Java allows students to manipulate a variable or variables
on a graph and immediately see the effects of those
changes on the graph. The hands-on interaction that these
Java-powered graphs provide illustrates and reinforces
economic relationships in a way that a static graph and ex-
planation cannot. As with the Student Workbook, the in-
teractive graphs and the other materials on the EconActive
CD-ROM are designed to reinforce student mastery and
success at each point.

Student Web Site

A Student Web Site has been developed to accompany Ex-
ploring Economics. In addition to providing students with
a secondary access to many of the learning tools that ap-
pear on their EconActive CD-ROM (including the Java-
powered interactive graphs), the Student Web Site gives
students access to other resources they can use to test their
understanding of key economic concepts. These tools in-
clude online, interactive quizzes (multiple-choice, match-
ing, and true-false) that provide students with immediate
feedback, cyberproblems with links to relevant data or
Web sites, and additional applications.

SUPPLEMENTS FOR THE INSTRUCTOR

The following ancillaries are available to instructors:

Test Bank

Computerized Test Bank
Instructor’s Resource Manual
Electronic Resource Manual
Power Point Presentation
Instructor Web Site

Video Lecture Starters

WALL STREET JOURNAL EDITION

One goal in teaching the principles of economics is to pro-
vide students a better understanding of the world around
them. Many instructors, therefore, encourage students to
read about economic issues in the newspaper as they take
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the course. Those instructors may want to consider the the business reply card found in the back of the book. Talk
special Wall Street Journal Edition of this text. The edition is to your Dryden Press sales representative for more infor-
the same as the standard edition but includes a ten-week mation, or call 1-800-237-2665.

subscription to The Wall Street Journal. Students can acti-

vate their subscriptions simply by completing and mailing The Wall Street Journal is a registered trademark of Dow Jones

& Company, Inc.
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