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Preface

The purpose of this book is to introduce the reader to the fundamental
principles and concepts which are Constitutional and Administrative Law.
Given the size of this book, the treatment accorded to each topic cannot
be exhaustive. However, it is hoped that students of Public Law will find
that it provides them with the core of the subject.

These are fertile times for anyone with an interest in Constitutional and
Administrative Law. The present Labour government has introduced a
number of important changes to the constitution since its election in
May 1997. Devolution has taken place in Scotland and Wales, and the
machinery exists for its operation in Northern Ireland. The hereditary
basis of the House of Lords has largely been removed as the first step in
the process of reforming the second chamber. The rights contained in
the European Convention on Human Rights can now be pleaded before
domestic courts as a result of the passage of the Human Rights Act 1998.
With all these initiatives taking place, along with others, such as legislation
on Freedom of Information (which is not covered in this book), the Public
Law student has much to command his or her attention. Accordingly,
although | have endeavoured to state the law as at | January 2000, events
will necessarily require that the reader supplements his or her knowledge
of some of the topics covered by keeping a watchful eye on the press
and legal journals.

There are a number of people that | would like to thank for their help
and assistance in writing this book. Nicola Padfield, the Core Text series
editor, for agreeing to let me loose on this title. At Butterworths, the
commissioning staff for their patience and understanding and the editorial
team for their quick and efficient handling of the manuscript and page
proofs. At home, | would very much like to thank Katharine Thompson
for her support and for her very helpful comments in respect of a number
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of the chapters in this book which she read in draft. As the deadline for
submission approached, Katharine made many sacrifices to enable me
to write. | am therefore very grateful to her and to our two children,
Catriona and Calum, for putting up with the situation. Thanks must also
go to Katharine’s mother, Maimie, whose stay with us towards the end
of last year freed me up to get on with this book.

Shortly before the final chapters of this book were sent to the publishers,
my grandfather, John May, sadly died. He was much loved as a husband,
father, grandfather and great-grandfather. This book is dedicated to his
memory.

Neil Parpworth
February 2000
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