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Preface

It may seem ironic that the authors of a 1600-page constitutional law
casebook would turn out a compact casebook of less than 900 pages. But in
recent years we have heard many of our colleagues express the need for such
a book for a basic course in constitutional law—and we decided to do
something about it. By judicious editing of the most important decisions of the
Supreme Court and careful summarizing of less significant cases, we have
sought to produce a book containing ‘“‘the essentials” for a single course on
the subject.

Leading Cases in Constitutional Law is published every year and includes
all the significant opinions handed down during the just-concluded Supreme
Court Term.

The organization of the compact book is very similar to our much larger
one, which we shall continue to revise and supplement annually, and which
will be available as a ‘“‘resource” book for those who use this volume.

Case and statute citations, as well as footnotes of the Court, have been
omitted without so specifying; other omissions are indicated by asterisks or by

brackets. Numbered footnotes are from the original material; lettered foot-
notes are ours.

JEsSE H. CHOPER
RicHArRD H. FALLON, JR.
YaLE KaMISAR

STEVEN H. SHIFFRIN

July 2010
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