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preface

to the fourth edition

Il good history begins with a good story:

that has been the touchstone of Nation of

Nations. Narrative is embedded in the way

we understand the past; hence it will not
do simply to compile an encyclopedia of American his-
tory and pass it off as a survey.

Yet the narrative keeps changing. As we constantly
revalue the past, searching for more revealing ways to
connect then and there with here and now, the story
shifts, sometimes in subtle ways and other times more
boldly. The fourth edition of this text has been signif-
icantly revised.

Changes to the Fourth Edition

Most broadly, the changes in this edition arise from our
conviction that it is difficult to understand the American
past without linking its story to events worldwide. Half
a millennium ago, the societies of Europe, Africa, and
Asia first began a sustained interaction with the civiliza-
tions of the Americas, and the interplay between new-
comers and natives, between old cultures and new, con-
tinues to this day. We still introduce each of the book’s
six parts with Global Essays and Global Timelines. But
for this edition we have also woven into the text of every
chapter additional shorter narratives underscoring the
global links. These narratives are not separate special fea-
tures. Sometimes only a paragraph in length, sometimes
an entire section, they integrate an international per-
spective whether we are discussing the trans-Atlantic cul-
ture of the early slave trade, the rise of postal networks,
the influenza pandemic of 19181919, or international
influences on the student rebellions of the 1960s. As the
title of the book’s new final chapter makes clear, we have
become a “Nation of Nations in a Global Community.”
This narrative of the 1990s views events through twin
engines ol social change: the recent wave of immigra-
tion, whose upsurge rivals the influx at the beginning of
the century; and the global culture being wrought by the
communications revolution of the Internet and the
World Wide Web.

In addition, a number of structural changes help
the narrative flow as well as reflect recent scholarship.

* A new prologue, “Settling and Civilizing the
Americas,” is devoted to the Pre-Columbian
Americas. It highlights all major regional cultures
of North America by focusing on the influence of
Mesoamerican classical civilizations on North
American societies.

» Part 4 employs a new chapter order. Chapter 18,
following our treatment of Reconstruction, now
covers the New South and the trans-Mississippi
West. The chapter’s narrative opening (on the Ex-
odusters) provides a useful bridge between the
two chapters. Chapter 19 is now “The New Indus-
trial Order” and Chapter 20 is “The Rise of an Ur-
ban Order.”

e The coverage of the 1920s and 1930s has been
consolidated into two chapters, down from three.
Chapter 24, “The New Era,” takes the narrative
through the Great Crash, and Chapter 25 has be-
come “The Great Depression and the New Deal,
1929-1939.”

* Part 6 (the post—World War II material) has been
thoroughly revised to create a more coherent, the-
matic story—always a challenge in narrating the
most recent years of the American survey.

e Chapter 28, “The Suburban Era,” extends its
political and foreign policy narrative through
the Kennedy administration, ending with (and
incorporating new scholarship about) the
Cuban missile crisis of 1962. This approach de-
lineates more clearly the arc of the first half of
the cold war, culminating in the confrontation
that brought the world the closest it has yet
come to a full-scale nuclear war.

e Chapter 29—now titled “Civil Rights and the
Crisis of Liberalism”—is more strongly focused
on the civil rights crusade as the era’s defining
social movement. Coverage begins with the so-
cial and economic background of the 1950s
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and is followed by Brown v. Board of Education,
the Montgomery bus boycott, and the crisis at
Little Rock—materials originally treated in
“The Suburban Era.” New material emphasizes
the grassroots elements of the crusade and pro-
vides coverage of Hernandez v. Texas, the 1954
Supreme Court decision that proved as pivotal
for Latino civil rights as was Brown v. Board of
Education for African Americans. Lyndon John-
son’s Great Society and the counterculture re-
main in this chapter, as does the material on
the Warren Court.

* Chapter 30, “The Vietnam Era,” reorients its
coverage of minority activism by focusing on
the theme of identity group politics. Coverage
of the feminist movement, the Equal Rights
Amendment, and abortion rights has been
moved to this chapter to join expanded cover-
age of Latino protests (Chavez and the farm-
workers, Mexican American student activists)
as well as the campaigns of Native Americans,
Asian Americans, and gay activists.

e Chapter 32 now focuses, as its new name sug-
gests, on the conservative rebellion. It covers
the years from 1980 to 1992.

* And, as already indicated, Chapter 33 examines
the renewed immigration of the 1980s and
1990s, the rise of the Internet and its social im-
plications, and the influence of multiculturalism
on the contested nature of American identity. Of
course, the chapter also recounts the turbulent
events of the Clinton administration, both for-
eign and domestic.

New Pedagogy

Significant pedagogical changes appear in this edition.
Building on the popularity of our marginal headings,
we now include a succinct preview of each chapter’s
themes as well as bulleted summaries, which make stu-
dent review easier. These and other features of the text
are described on page xx—xxv.

Taken together, these revisions are substantial; in-
deed, they entailed a good deal of elbow grease to put
into place. But we believe that a text is unlikely to re-
main useful to its readers unless it strives continually
to rethink the ways in which history is presented. For
all that, we trust that the essential character of Nation
of Nations remains.
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In addition, friends and colleagues contributed
their advice and constructive criticism in ways both
small and large. We owe a debt to Michael Bellesiles,
Lawrence A. Cardoso, Dinah Chenven, Christopher
Collier, James E. Crisp, R. David Edmunds, George
Forgie, Erica Gienapp, Richard John, Virginia Joyner,
Philip Kuhn, Stephen E. Maizlish, Drew McCoy, James
McPherson, Walter Nugent, Vicki L. Ruiz, Harold Se-
lesky, Jim Sidbury, David J. Weber, Devra Weber, and
John Womack.

The division of labor for this book was determined
by our respective fields of scholarship: Christine Heyr-
man, the colonial era, in which Europeans, Africans,
and Indians participated in the making of both a new
America and a new republic; William Gienapp, the 90
years in which the young nation first flourished, then
foundered on the issues of section and slavery; Michael
Stoff, the post—Civil War era, in which industrializa-
tion and urbanization brought the nation more cen-
trally into an international system regularly disrupted
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by depression and war; and Mark Lytle, the modern
era, in which Americans finally faced the reality that
even the boldest dreams of national greatness are
bounded by the finite nature of power and resources
both natural and human. Finally, because the need to
specialize inevitably imposes limits on any project as
broad as this one, our fifth author, James Davidson,
served as a general editor and writer, with the intent
of fitting individual parts to the whole as well as pro-
viding a measure of continuity, style, and overarching
purpose. In producing this collaborative effort, all of
us have shared the conviction that the best history
speaks to a larger audience.

James West Davidson
William E. Gienapp
Christine Leigh Heyrman
Mark H. Lytle

Michael B. Stoff



Global Essay

Each of the book’s six parts begins
with an essay that sets American
events into a global context.

Global Time Line

Each global essay includes a time line
comparing political and social events
in the United States with develop-

ments elsewhere.

PART ONE

GLOBAL EVENTS
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some 33 languages, not 1o men-
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ginning of our story. In 1450,
about the time Christopher
Columbus was born, Eutopeans
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wesiward. To be sure, Scandina-
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AMERICAN EVENTS

Empite. French kings ruled over
only about half of what 1s now
France. Spain was divided into
several kingdotms, with some areas
held by Christians and others by
Islamic Moots, whose forebes
came from Africa. England, s can-
wentious litle nation, was begin
ning aseries of bitter civil conflicts
among the nobility, known cven-
wally s the Wars of the Roses.

Localism was also evident in
the patterns of European. trade.
Goot d were usu-

1000 ¢.£. But news of Vinland, as
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rechied most of Europe. The site
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European peoples at this time
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Meduterranean Sea, There, North
Aftican culture hag been shaped
since the seventh century by the
religion of Islans, whose influence
spread as well into Spain. Below
the Sahara desert the Bantu, an
agricultural people, had migrated
over the course of 2000 years
from their West African home-
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Tracking the First
Americans

McJunkin, an African American cowboy scanning | gisis and historians, right down to the present.
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tle. dropped his gaze into a dry gully and spoited | work of digging in remote sies or exploring the
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vanch, where they remained for the
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the awention of archacologisis, who

banes as those of u fong-extinet form of bison that

had ranged throughout the Sonthwest al least ten Exen 50, almast all of them agree on 3 fumber of

thousand yrars carlier They realized, 100, that only | points. First, whoever the first inhabitanss of the New
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That discovery rocked the scieatific consmunity -

which for the previous century had confidently

shared it Inchans had first perived &

Anoth

collectors dm«ng at Clovis, Mw

mote bones and speacheads suspected m be even
older Finally in 1949, scientisis established the great
antiquity of buth finds by asing “rdiocarbon dwng [

tive isotope of carbon, which exists ih onganic mat-
ter like bone and siarts to break down immediately
amr an anganisin dies. Tests revealed that the i
¢ hunting

and Clavis had heen fiming bmn lmu bones.
tween 10800 and 11500 years ago.

Those conclusions pointedly taised the question
of exactly how much earhier the firse A
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After the Fact: Historians
Reconstruct the Past

The book includes six essays that
demonstrate the methods used by his-
torians to analyze a variety of sources,
ranging from typescript drafts of presi-
dential memoirs or handwritten nota-
tions in church records to military ca-
sualty estimates, public monuments,
and even climate data derived from
the analysis of tree rings.

Global Coverage

34 Part One  The Creation of a New America

Political centralization

A section of the narrative in each
chapter discusses American history
from a global perspective, showing
that the United States did not develop
in a geographic or cultural vacuum
and that the broad forces shaping it
also influenced other nations.

Why China did not
explore farther

and land 1o rent. Wealth flowed into the coffers of sixteenth-century traders., financiers,
Id

that those inves ial

and landlords, creating a pool
penent. Both the commercial nerw
tain overseas trade and settlement were in place by the time of Columbuss discovery

The dircction of Europe's political development also paved the path for Amer
{can colonization. After 1450 strong monarchs in Eurape steadily enlarged the sphere

needed to sus

d

ks and the private for

of royal power at the expense of warrior lords. Henry VIL, the founder of Englands

were
hal the resources necessary 1o support colonial 0 sustain

the professional armies and navies capable of protecting empires ab

Europeans, Chinese, and Aztecs on the Eve of Contact

1t was the growing power of monarchs as well as commercial and technological de
velopment that allowed early modern Europeans to establish permanent settlements

n away. But that conclusion raises an

even empires—in another world lying an

n: why didnt China, the most advanced civilization ol the early mod.
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discover and colonize Europe?

The Chinese undoubtedly possessed the capability 1o navigate the worlds oceans
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and 10 cstablish overseas settlements. A succe g
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aled Chinas 1
with ports throughout southeast Asia and ndia. By the
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nasty emperors and

their efficient bureauc
building industry and tra
opening of the fifteenth century, the Chinese seemed poised for even greater

p o thriving ship

itime exploits. Seven times hetween 1405 and 1433, its “treasure fleet” —300 ships
manned by 28,000 sailors and commanded by Zheng He (pronounced Jung Hul)
th China coast and sailed a

were nine

unfurled their red silk sails off th far as the king.
doms of east Alrica. The

uring 400 feet long tha
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s largest cn

asted multiple decks and luxury cabins with bak

By contrast, when i the Indies, the higg

smbus’s three ships set sail

a mere 85 leet lo d the crew aboard all three totaled just 90 men,

Zheng He could have been another Columbus, given the resources available 10

him. But the Chinese had little incentive cither to seek out the worlds trade or to
conquer and colonize new territonies. Unlike western Enropeans, they faced no
shortages of land or food. and they led the world in producing luxury goods. On
the other hand. Chi k from the Mon,
western border—a threat so pressing 3 the Ming emp

faced the threat of a

the country’s wealth and warri fend it off. Thus ended ¢

h China
he Aztecs, their cultural xllulnpu led that of early modern
s were predominantly rural, with most inhabi
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the common people. Finally
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politics and religion, demar

were robustly expansionist, bent on
bringing new lands and peoples under their control
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Daily Lives

POPULAR
ENTER' AENT

robat acts from circuses and Wild
West shows and the comedy acts.
of minstrel shows, and moved
them to plusher surroundings.

The Vaudeville Show

It looked like 3 palace or some
high-toned concert hall. Patrons
walked through & richly orma-
mented arched gateway to gold-
domed, marble ticket booths. Usn-
ars guided them through a stately
lobby cushioned with velvet car-
pots, Large mirrors and brass or-
namans hirg on brocaded wafl
Thero were *

“vaude
Ville* afar-tho French “piicas.de
vaudeville” developed in sightesnth-
century street fairs. In 1881 Tony
Pastor opened the first vaudeville
theater on Fourteenth Street in
New York City. Within 3 decade
more elegant paiaces fike Keiths
New Theatre wese opening in cities
across the country.

For anywhere from a dime 1o
two dollay, » custome could see

and reading rooms® and stiftes.
with dressing cases and free toi-
fetries for the iadles. The house
ssats were thick and comfortable
and pasitioned well back from the
stage. Thousands of electrical fix-
tures set the place aglow. When
tha lights dimmed, the sudience
sank into polite silence as the
show began.

Banjamin Franklin Keith, who
had worked in circuses, tent shows,
and dime museums, opened the
New Theatre in Boston In 1894,
Soeing housewives with children
s 8 source of new profits, re-
sourcotul theatar owners such as
Keith had cleaned up the bawdy va-
fity acts of saloons and music
halls, borrowed the animal and ac-

ambivalen,

The pla
Broadway

1 only in the Crucible. | rell you

up o ning L
acrobats, magicians, tralned ani-

mials, and comics, The mix of per:
farmers raflocted the urban tempo
and new urban tastes. Skits often
drew on the experience of immi-
grants, and early comedy teams
had names like “The Sport and the
Jew" and “Two Funny Saver-
krauts.” Divided into acts that came
in ragidfire succession, “continu-
‘ous shows” ran one after another,
from early morning until late at
night “After breaklast go to Proc
tors,” trumpeted one advertise-
mant for F. F. Proctor's vaudsville
show, “after Proctor’s ga to bad.*

Saloon music halls had catered
o a rowdy all-male, working-class.
clientele, who  smoke,  drank,

about ess Cittes be
) with unparall

ght Israel Zay

iy superman

Where
hampions
wster fosiah Str

664

Zangwill saw a melting

i

rican v

mmingled mass

i
1l celebrated the city’s transforming i
it The Melting Pot. “The real American,” one of his characters expluned
he will he the fusion of all the races, th com

antryside and

twith all s promise for a new supdrmice
such as the widely read Protestan| min

of venomous filth and seething fin. of

stomped, and jeered st the play-
ers, Vaudevitle was aimed at mid-
dle-cless and wealthier working-
clags famifies who could no longer.
siford “legitimate” theater and
light opera. Keith worked difi-
gently 1o maks each of his theaters
“as ‘homelike’ an amussment re-
501 88 It was possible to maks it.”

“son-of-a-gun” or “hully-ges . . .
unless you want {0 be canceled
peremptorily.” In the interest of
good taste, all his chorus girls
ware stockings. Within a few years

. Kaith was producing the kind of
show, a¢ one comadian put It, “ta
which any child cauld bring his
parents.”

The asudience, 100, was in-
structed on proper behavior. No
liquor was served. No cigars or cig-
sraftes wers permitted. Printed no-

Plaase don't talk during acts, as it
annoys those about you, and pra-
vents a perfect hearing of the en-
tortalnment.”

Erleyiig: s heyday.trom 1880
to 1820, vaudeville became big
business. Nearly one in five city
dwaliars went o o show ance very
saven days. Hesdiners samed
$1,000 3 week, theaters $20,000.

Owners like Keith and Edward Al-
e merged their operations into
gigantic circults. By the time of
Keith's dasth in 1914, the Keith-
Alboe circuit had built an smpire
of 29 theaters in more than seven
cities.

Vaudevills became middle-class
mass entertainment. Moderate and
moral, it fumished cheap recre-
ation that aiso reinforced genteel
values, Skits encouraped audi-
ences to pursue success through
hard work. An emerging star sys-
tem made American harous out of
performers iike Will flagers and
Gearge M. Cohan and American
models cut of Fanny Brice and Mae
West. Ethnie comics defused ten-
sions. among’ Immigrants with
spoofs that exaggerated stereo-
types and stressed the common
foibles of all humanity. And the-

boisterous atmosphere of saloons
and music halls, Vaudeville audi-
onces adopted the middle-ciass
idaal of behayior—psssive ond po-
ite. Americans. were leaming to
defar to experts in the realms of
publie conduct and popular enter-
tainment, as elsewhore in the new
utban, industrial saclety,

most widely in cities. As soctal eritie Henry George observed, progress and poverty

seemed to go hand in hand

In the end moral judgments. whether pro or
at the hubs of the new industrial order. All Americans

the new urhan world, had 10

on, missed the point. Citie

for ways to make that warld work

whatever they thought aby

Daily Lives

Every chapter contains an essay focus-
ing on one of five themes that give
insight into the lives of ordinary
Americans: clothing and fashion; time
and travel; food, drink, and drugs;
public space/private space; and popu-
lar entertainment.

Marginal Headings

Succinct notes in the margins high-

634 P

The United States i an Indusirial Age

Special situation of the

munities into a curtous imbalance: ke other immig
had been single men. In the
bring ov

The Chinese were
Chinese Chinese laborers in the 1880s (page 631) had froze

W the ban

the nd families

an exception 1o the pattern The han on the immigra
n the se

light key terms and concepts.

laiming their Chinaborn childrer

Counterpoint o

-
‘

oming to Amarita, it i& 5o wonder that historians hive disagrend
ymnmmu ol \mmmramuinbund anthose armving in the Unitad
States, These neweomars ¢ ara dapicied as an undiferentiatel mass of Eurpenn peasants, [

The “New”
Immigrants: Who
Came and Why?

Each chapter incorporates a discussion
that explores contrasting ways histori-
ans have interpreted one of the chap-

thair ow sometimes oager lor

opportunity. Thi o A lif
rafiected and haped o creats the uniqueness of the American experience.
More racently, historians have placed immigration to the United States in global per-
spective by examining both receiving and sending countries. in aa internationsi context. the

argaw, both

5 . . . | from te center of i 10 the fringes of the story a5 ane
ter’s central topics. These discussions ‘ o ot g st . oo v e iy 00

Tience lass exceptionel and more comparable to that of other receiving nations such as Ar-
genting and Aumu As for the immigrants themszlves, the intarnational perspective un-
Landess young men from faly ‘

are integrated into the narrative to em-
phasize that such debates are an in- e e e

2 . RIS :vwz;?; 10 the cl.mlm States, fower | auebor, came ot from Evraps bt Trom Latin Amer 1
evitable and productive part of writing s G ey |
history.
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Summary

role because they trusted that
would yield more of that scarce resource—disi
words

them supenor to loc

ing the public good. Such gentlemen. in Madisor

and virtuous sentiments render

small number of national offices.

o all the old revolutionaries agreed. Anti-Feder
ordinary Americans still belicved that common peop
tlemen more interested than the Federalists allowed
learning. and moneyed men, that talk so finely
would

will swallow up all us liule folks

soctal class and occupational group.

A bulleted summary reinforces each
chapter’s main points.

Significant Events

avat” | am not 4 Virginian, but an American,
likely he wa

see his way cl
in the hands of the individual states. Henry's convictions,

rise again to haunt the Union

A chronology at the end of each chap-
ter shows the temporal relationship
among important events.

Additional Reading

Annotated references to both classic
studies and recent scholarship en-
courage further pursuit of the topics
and events covered in the chapter.

}:hapter summary

Leading
give more thought to

federalism, the organization of

a United States, as the events

of the postrevolutionary

period revealed the weaknesses of the state and na.
tional governments

« For a decade after independence, the revolutionar-
|
republic than to organizing 13 separate state re-

ies were less committed (o creating a single nat

publics, cach dominated by popularly elected legis-

latures.

« The Articles of Confederation provided for a gov-
ernment by a national legislature, but left the cru-
cial power of the purse, as well as all final power 10
make and execute laws, entirely to the states.

+ Many conflicts in the new republic were occastoned

by westward expansion, which created both inter-

prejudices

he refused 1o atend the Constitutional Convention in 1787, saying th
Henry had once

Americans would .

Crisis & Constitution Chapter 7 221

with its millions of citizens,
erested gentleme

dedicated 10 serv

whose enlightencd views

would fill the

n of

complained one Anti-Federalist
all the power and all of the money into their own hands, and then they
Instead of being dominated by enlightened gen
tlemen, the national government should be composed of representatives from every

The narrow majorities by which the Constitution was ratified reflected the con
tnuing influence of such sentiments, as well as fear that the states were surrender
ing 100 much power. That fear made Patrick Henry so ardent an Antl-Federalist that

he “smelt
clared. Most

ying Or perhaps Patrick Henry, a southerner and a slaveholder, could
10 heing an “American” only so long as sovereignty remained firmly

70 years hence. would

national difficulties with Britain and Spain and i

ternal tensions over the democratization of state leg:

tures

In the wake of the Revolution, ordinary Americans

an society, workers began

some women claimed a ight 0 greater

al, and educational opportunities, and re

ligious dissenters called for disestablishment

1 the mid-1780s the political crisis of the Confed

eration came 10 a head, prompted by the controversy

over the Jay-Gardoqui Treaty and Shays's Rebellion

The Constitutional Convention of 1787 produced

an entirely new frame of government that estab.

lished a truly national republic and provided for a
separation of powers among a judiciary, a bicameral

legislature, and u strong executive

The Anti-Federalists, opponents of the Constitu
ed their objections when promised a bill
of rights after raification, which was accomplished
by 1789,

tion, softe

286 PartTwo The Creation of a New Republic

The Monroe Doctrine (1823) barred Eurdpean
intervention in the Western Hemisphere

+ Tecumsehis movement collapsed with his death .
during the War of 1812

« France and Britain both interfered with neutral Britain's recognition of American sovey

ter 1815 ended the threat of foreign fr

oy al
nghts. and the United States went o war agaist ctlefence

Britain in 1812 in America’s internal affatrs

o In the years after 1815 there was a surge in Ameri
cam nationalism

+ The Tran:

ontinental Treaty with Spain (1819)
toreshadowed American expansion by drawing a

the Pac

boundary lne t

additional
reading

ation 1o this
e journals k expedition

which have been pu editlous. aye fvale

s Stephen £ Ambrose. Undawnted

W R McCoy, The Fustve
ilemmas Jeflerson and
dy of the Fed

The first pant of George Dangerfield, The Awakening of

m Natiomalism (1965), capably covers Monroes ad

The Revolution of Aivet ation. Samuel E Bemus traces Amencan loreign pol.
by " the War ol 1812 and alter the war in John Quincy Adums and the
“““ H, “ wa The Republic in Peril (1964). The bog— undurians of American Foreign Policy (1949) Emest R

phics of Jeflerson and Madisan, hsted 1n the BIBLORTAPY, g The Mkt of the Momae Bociins (1076). s the beot
examine poliical developments i this period 1 detal wudy of the subject. For a uller lit of readings, sce the

Malcoln | Rohehough, The Trans- Appalachian Frontiey
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1891 Basnrs appoltments; Marshall becomes
: g 3 inaugurated in Washington;
1882 Judisiary Aet of 1901 repesied
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1884-1588 Lowis and Cark expedition
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Initial Blocks and Printer Ornaments

History records change over time in countless ways. The flow of history is reflected not
only in the narrative of this text, but in the decorative types used in its design.

a | [ 5.n5| Over the years printers have used ornamental designs to enliven their

N ’ﬁ"!\( texts. Each chapter of Nation of Nations incorporates an ornament created
, | | during the period being written about. Often these ornaments are from
printers’ specimen books, produced by type manufacturers so printers could buy such de-
signs. In other chapters the ornaments are taken from printed material of the era.

The initial blocks—the large decorative initials beginning the first word of every chapter—
are drawn from type styles popular during the era covered by each of the book’s six parts.

Part 1 uses hand-engraved initials of the sort imported from England and Eu-
rope by colonial printers in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

Part 2 displays mortised initial blocks. These ornaments had holes cut in the
middle of the design so a printer could insert the initial of choice. These holes
provided greater flexibility when the supply of ornaments was limited.

and middle nineteenth century. This design, Roman X Condensed, allowed
more letters to be squeezed into a limited space.

Part 4 makes use of a more ornamental initial block common in the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth century. Some Victorian designs became quite ornate.
This font, a style that is relatively reserved, is Latin Condensed.

T Part 3 features initial blocks cut from wood, an approach common in the early

’II‘ Part 5 illustrates an initial block whose clean lines reflect the Art Deco move-
ment of the 1920s and 1930s. Printers of the New Era turned away from the
flowery nineteenth-century styles. This font is Beverly Hills.

; Part 6 features an informal style, Brush Script Regular. First introduced during
World War 11, this typeface reflects the more casual culture that blossomed dur-

ing the postwar era.
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information about Suppliements

The supplements listed here accompany Nation of Nations: A Narrative History of the Ameri-
can People, fourth edition. Please contact your local McGraw-Hill representative for details
concerning policies, prices, and availability, as some restrictions may apply.

For the Student

Packaged free with every copy of the book, an Interactive Study Guide CD-ROM
(0072373792) includes quizzes containing multiple-choice, true-false, and fill-in questions
for every chapter; an Internet primer; and more.

The Student Study Guide with Map Exercises (Volume I: 0072315040; Volume II:
0072315059) includes for each chapter a list of learning objectives, key events, quizzes,
map identifications, primary source documents, and other resources to help students master
the material covered in the text.

Located on the book’s Web site www.mhhe.com/davidson4, the Student Online Learning
Center offers interactive maps with exercises, extensive Web links, quizzes, and more.

For the Instructor

The Instructor’s Manual/Test Bank (0072373725) offers a variety of resources for instruc-
tors, including ideas for classroom discussions and lecture strategies. Numerous multiple-
choice, fill-in, and essay questions are provided for instructors to use in constructing exams.

Computerized Test Banks for both the Mac (007237375X) and PC (0072373768) are also
available.

A set of Overhead Transparencies (0072315067) includes maps and images from the
textbook.

A Presentation Manager CD-ROM (0072373733) provides materials for instructors to use
in the classroom, including PowerPoint presentations and electronic versions of the maps in
the textbook.

A set of Audiotapes (Volume I: 0072373776; Volume II: 0072373784) features conversa-
tions with the authors about topics covered in the text.
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istory is both a discipline of rigor,
bound by rules and scholarly methods,
and something more: the unique, com-
pelling, even strange way in which we hu-
mans define ourselves. We are all the sum of the tales
of thousands of people, great and small, whose actions
have etched their lines upon us. History supplies our
very identity—a sense of the social groups to which
we belong, whether family, ethnic group, race, class, or
gender. It reveals to us the foundations of our deepest
religious beliefs and traces the roots of our economic
and political systems. It explores how we celebrate and
grieve, how we sing the songs we sing, how we weather
the illnesses to which time and chance subject us. It
commands our attention for all these good reasons and
for no good reason at all, other than a fascination with
the way the myriad tales play out. Strange that we
should come to care about a host of men and women
so many centuries gone, some with names eminent and
familiar, others unknown but for a chance scrap of in-
formation left behind in an obscure letter.

Yet we do care. We care about Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, “devoured and swallowed up of the Sea” one
black Atlantic night in 1583; we care about George
Washington at Kips Bay, red with fury as he takes a rid-
ing crop to his retreating soldiers. We care about Oc-
tave Johnson, a slave fleeing through Louisiana swamps
trying to decide whether to stand and fight the ap-
proaching hounds or take his chances with the bayou
alligators; we care about Clara Barton, her nurse’s skirts
so heavy with blood from the wounded, that she must
wring them out before tending to the next soldier. We
are drawn to the fate of Chinese laborers, chipping away
at the Sierras’ looming granite; of a Georgian named
Tom Watson seeking to forge a colorblind political al-
liance; and of desperate immigrant mothers, kerosene
lamps in hand, storming Brooklyn butcher shops that
had again raised prices. We follow, with a mix of awe
and amusement, the fortunes of the quirky Henry Ford
(“Everybody wants to be somewhere he ain't”), turning
out identical automobiles, insisting his factory workers
wear identical expressions (“Fordization of the Face™).

introduction

We trace the career of young Thurgood Marshall, criss-
crossing the South in his own “little old beat-up 29
Ford,” typing legal briefs in the back seat, trying to get
black teachers to sue for equal pay, hoping to get his
people somewhere they weren't. The list could go on
and on, spilling out as it did in Walt Whitman’s Leaves
of Grass: “A southerner soon as a northerner, a planter
nonchalant and hospitable, / A Yankee bound my own
way . ..a Hoosier, a Badger, a Buckeye, a Louisianian
or Georgian. ...” Whitman embraced and celebrated
them all, inseparable strands of what made him an
American and what made him human:

In all people I see myself, none more and not one
a barleycorn less, And the good or bad I say of
myself I say of them.

To encompass so expansive an America, Whitman
turned to poetry; historians have traditionally chosen
narrative as their means of giving life to the past. That
mode of explanation permits them to interweave the
strands of economic, political, and social history in a
coherent chronological framework. By choosing narra-
tive, historians affirm the multicausal nature of histor-
ical explanation—the insistence that events be por-
trayed in context. By choosing narrative, they are also
acknowledging that, although long-term economic and
social trends shape societies in significant ways, events
often take on a logic (or an illogic) of their own,
jostling one another, being deflected by unpredictable
personal decisions, sudden deaths, natural catastro-
phes, and chance. There are literary reasons, too, for
preferring a narrative approach, because it supplies a
dramatic force usually missing from more structural
analyses of the past.

In some ways, surveys such as this text are the nat-
ural antithesis of narrative history. They strive, by def-
inition, to be comprehensive: to furnish a broad, or-
derly exposition of their chosen field. Yet to cover so
much ground in so limited a space necessarily deprives
readers of the context of more detailed accounts. Then,
too, the resurgence of social history—with its concern
for class and race, patterns of rural and urban life, the
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spread of market and industrial economies—Ilends it-
self to more analytic, less chronological treatments. The
challenge facing historians is to incorporate these ar-
eas of research without losing the story’s narrative drive
or the chronological flow that orients readers to the
more familiar events of our past.

With the cold war of the past half-century at an
end, there has been increased attention to the world-
wide breakdown of so many nonmarket economies
and, by inference, to the greater success of the market
societies of the United States and other capitalist na-
tions. As our own narrative makes clear, American so-
ciety and politics have indeed come together centrally
in the marketplace. What Americans produce, how and
where they produce it, and the desire to buy cheap and
sell dear have been defining elements in every era. That
market orientation has created unparalleled abundance
and reinforced striking inequalities, not the least a so-
ciety in which, for two centuries, human beings them-
selves were bought and sold. It has made Americans
powerfully provincial in protecting local interests and
internationally adventurous in seeking to expand
wealth and opportunity.

It goes without saying that Americans have not al-
ways produced wisely or well. The insistent drive to-
ward material plenty has levied a heavy tax on the

global environment. Too often quantity has substituted
for quality, whether we talk of cars, education, or cul-
ture. When markets flourish, the nation abounds with
confidence that any problem, no matter how in-
tractable, can be solved. When markets fail, however,
the fault lines of our political and social systems be-
come all too evident.

In the end, then, it is impossible to separate the
marketplace of boom and bust and the world of or-
dinary Americans from the corridors of political ma-
neuvering or the ceremonial pomp of an inaugura-
tion. To treat political and social history as distinct
spheres is counterproductive. The primary question
of this narrative—how the fledgling, often tumul-
tuous confederation of “these United States” managed
to transform itself into an enduring republic—is not
only political but necessarily social. In order to sur-
vive, a republic must resolve conflicts between citi-
zens of different geographic regions and economic
classes, of diverse racial and ethnic origins, of com-
peting religions and ideologies. The resolution of
these conflicts has produced tragic consequences, per-
haps, as often as noble ones. But tragic or noble, the
destiny of these states cannot be understood without
comprehending both the social and the political di-
mensions of the story.
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