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& Unit Goals 3

In this unit, students should be able to:

—categorize excuses for not performing one’s duties or obligations;
—appreciate the author’s humor in facing students’ excuses;
—orient themselves to college life as responsible learners.

Gl \

1. “My dog ate my homework.”

When did “My dog ate my homework” become known as schoolchildren’s favorite excuse?
The 1970s. Delinquent schoolchildren and adults have been blaming their shortcomings on
their pets for more than a century, but it wasn’t until the 1970s that “My dog ate my home-
work” came to be considered the No. 1 likely story. One of the first sad sacks who was said
to blame his dog for his own ill-preparedness was a priest. In this anecdote, which appeared
as early as 1905, a clergyman pulls his clerk aside after a service to ask him whether his ser-
mon seemed long enough. The clerk assures him that it was very nice, “just the right length,”
and the priest is relieved. “1 am very glad to hear you say that,” he says, “because just before

I started to come here my dog got hold of my sermon and ate some of the leaves.” The
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