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Oscar Wilde (1854-1900).

Courtesy of the Irish Tourist Board.
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Introduction

The Happy Prince and The Selfish Giant are set in an imaginary !
world. These stories are called fairy tales or fables. They are not
based on fact, but they contain a moral.? The characters you will
meet, the Prince and the Giant, do not have names because they are
not real. They will teach you about friendship, love and kindness.

Before you read the stories look at the pictures in the book. Try and
imagine what the stories are about. Make a list under the picture.

1. imaginary : 3481 o 2. moral : H o
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' The Happy Prince




BEFORE YOU READ

o Here are some words from the story. Do you know them?

o R
wing
B fE %
“beak
5
tail
EE

swallow
BT

ruby
axhR

gold / golden
HE/ 2%l

sapphire
EXA

12



Look at the title of the story. What do you think?
Put a tick in the box.

a. The Prince is
[ ] alittle boy.
[ Jaman.
[ ]a teenager.
[ ]astatue.

b. He lives
[ ]in Egypt.
[ ]in acity.
[ ]in the country.
[ ]on the coast.

¢. The Happy Prince is
[ ] always happy.
[ ] sometimes happy.
[ ] often happy.
[ ] never happy.

d. What about you?
[ ] Are you happy?
[ ] Are you hungry?
[ ] Are you sleepy?
[ ] Are you thirsty?

ANAGRAMS
Unscramble these words and write the correct words in the spaces.
Many of the words are on page 12.

™ e a0 UAa
o)
£
0
=
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PART ONE

The Ruby

n a tall column in the city there is a statue of the
Happy Prince. He is covered with gold. He has two
blue sapphires for eyes. On his sword there is a big
red ruby. He is very beautiful.
Everyone in the city likes the statue of the Happy
Prince.

‘Look at the Happy Prince,” says a mother to her little boy.
‘He never cries. He is always happy.’

One night a little Swallow flies over the city. His friends are
in Egypt and he wants to go there too. He sees the statue on the
tall column.

‘Oh, what a beautiful statue! I have a golden bedroom. I can
sleep here, near the Prince’s feet,” he says to himself. He puts his
head under his wing. Suddenly a big drop ! of water falls on him.
Then another drop falls.

1. drop : 6

14



AL %TheRuby

‘How strange! There aren’t any clouds in the sky. But it's

raining!’

Another drop falls and the Swallow looks up. The Happy
Prince is crying. There are tears ' on his golden face. His face is
very beautiful. The little Swallow is sad.

‘Who are you?’ he asks.

T am the Happy Prince.’

‘Why are you crying?’ asks the Swallow.

‘The people in the city call me the Happy Prince. In the castle
I was ? happy. Everything there was beautiful. But now
[ am on this high column and I can

see all the misery ? of my city.
My heart * is made of metal
but I cry.

‘Look over there! There is
a poor house. One of the
windows is open. I can see a
woman. She is very poor. There is
a boy in bed. He is not well. He wants
some oranges. His mother has nothing to give him except water.
He is crying. Swallow, little Swallow, can you take her the ruby
from my sword?’

‘I must go to Egypt,’ says the Swallow. ‘My friends are there.
They fly up and down the Nile river. They talk to the flowers.
They sleep in the tomb® of the great King.’

3. misery : i 0 A o

4. heart: '

2. was : # to be B ERK - 5. tomb : HZE o

1. tears:
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