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PREFACE

This book originates from a series of conferences and lecture tours in
which I have been involved during the past decade. In travelling around
the country, lecturing largely to groups of solicitors and magistrates, it
became apparent that there is a marked need for a practitioners’ book of
manageable size on the somewhat complex topic of liquor licensing. I
hope that this book will fill that need.

I have concentrated on those issues which arise on an application for a
Justices Licence and the practical problems which may arise once a
licence has been granted. I have taken account of the statutory amend-
ments made to Law and in particular the Licensing (Amendment) Acts
1981 and 1985, the Licensing Act 1988, the Licensing (Retail Sales) Act
1988 and the Licensing (Low Alcohol Drinks) Act 1990. Recent case law
developments are also included.

In preparing this book I am grateful to the editorial staff at Messrs.
Sweet and Maxwell and to Miss Valerie Rodway of my office for their
administrative assistance and guidance, and to all my friends in the
licensing world who have contributed ideas for inclusion in this work.

I owe a special debt to the late John Littler who over the years has
given me so much support and encouragement and to whom this book is
dedicated, and to David Lavender of Messrs. Allen & Fraser for his
advice on the Board of Green Cloth.

The Law is stated as at 1st January 1991 and I accept responsibility for
any errors or omissions which have occurred.

Matthew Pink
January 1991
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