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Geography

HIGHLIGHTS

infroduction to the US — physiographic features — climate and natural
disasters — natural resources

Caribbean

The United States is a country in the Western Hemisphere. It consists of 48 contiguous
states on the North American continent; Alaska is an enormous peninsula (3 %) which forms
the northwestern most part of North America, and Hawaii, an archipelago (8 %)) in the Pacific
Ocean. It also holds several United States territories in the Pacific and Caribbean. The country
shares land borders with Canada and Mexico and a water border with Russia.

The official full name of the United States is usually referred to as the United States of
America. It is often called the United States, the US, the US, the USA, or simply America, or

the States in American spoken English. Its nickname is Yankee-land. It is a federal republic of
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North America. It is divided into 50 federal states and the District of Columbia, which has
developed from the original 13 states, and which secured their independence from Great
Britain in 1783. Its currency is the US dollar of 100 cents. Its national day is on 4™ of July
(Independence Day).

1. The Land Area

The total land area of the USA is 9,372,615 square kilometers, the fourth largest country in
the world after Russia, Canada and China. It stretches 2,575 kilometers from north to south and
4,500km from east to west. Of all the 50 states Alaska is the largest state in land area and Rhode
Island the smallest. But on the mainland of the US, Texas, larger than France but half the size of

Alaska, is the largest state in the country.
2. The Capital

Washington, D.C. is the capital of the United States of America. The city of Washington has
the same boundaries as the District of Columbia (D.C.), a federal territory established in 1790 as
the site of the new nation’s permanent capital. Named after the first US president, George
Washington, the city has served since 1800 as the seat of federal government. It is also the heart
of a dynamic metropolitan region. During the 20" century, the Washington, D.C., metropolitan
area grew rapidly as the responsibilities of national government increased, both at home and

throughout the world.

3. The National Flag, Emblem and Anthem

The flag of the United States of America consists of 13 equal horizontal stripes of red (top
and bottom) alternating with white, with a blue rectangle (1 /5/%) in the canton bearing 50
small, white, five-pointed stars arranged in nine offset horizontal rows of six stars (top and

bottom) alternating with rows of five stars. The 50 stars on the flag represent the 50 US states
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and the 13 stripes represent the original 13 colonies
that rebelled against the British Crown and became
the first states in the Union. Nicknames for the flag
include the Stars and Stripes, Old Glory, and the

b
Star-Spangled Banner. R R R
The bald eagle was chosen on June 20, 1782 I

as the emblem (#{ %) of the United States of America because of its long life, great strength and
majestic looks, and also because it was then believed to exist only on this continent.

On September 14, 1814, US soldiers at Baltimore’s Fort McHenry raised a huge Ameri-
can flag to celebrate a crucial victory over British forces during the War of 1812. The sight of
those “broad stripes and bright stars” inspired Francis
Scott Key to write a poem which was later set to the tune
of a popular British drinking song and renamed *“The
Star-Spangled Banner”.

The Star-Spangled Banner was recognized for official
use by the Navy in 1889 and the President in 1916, and was
made the national anthem ([E#K) by a congressional
resolution on March 3, 1931, which was signed by President

Herbert Hoover.

Maestoso eresc. dim.
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Lyrics:
O! say can you see by the dawn’s early light
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming.
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming.
And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep,
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,
In full glory reflected now shines in the stream:
*Tis the star-spangled banner! Oh long may it wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
And where is that band who so vauntingly swore
That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion,
A home and a country should leave us no more!
Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave
From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave:
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
O! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand
Between their loved home and the war’s desolation!
Blest with victory and peace, may the heav’n rescued land
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: “In God is our trust.”
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
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4. National Flower, Stone and Bird

September 23, 1986, the House of Representatives passed a joint resolution naming the rose as
the “national floral emblem” of the United States. The Senate passed the resolution in 1985. The
measure (743) then went to President Ronald Reagan. He signed the resolution into law on October 7,
1986 in a ceremony in the White House Rose
Garden. On November 20, 1986, President
Reagan signed Proclamation 5574: The National
Floral Emblem of the United States of America.

The national stone of the United States is
blue sapphire (5% 1) which represents planet
Saturn mostly known for regular gains through

mass labor industry and development of land.
The blue color of sapphire is strongly linked with feelings of sympathy and harmony, friendship
and loyalty.

The Founding Fathers of America wanted to choose an animal that was unique to the United
States. For six years, the members of Congress engaged in a dispute over what the national
emblem should be. As a result of the debate, the bald eagle was chosen because it symbolized
strength, courage, freedom, and immortality. The bald eagle was made the national bird of the
United States in 1782. The image of the bald eagle can be found in many places in the US, such
as on the Great Seal, Federal agency seals, the President’s flag, and on the one-dollar bill. The
bald eagle is a large, powerful, brown bird with a white head and tail. The term “bald” does not
mean that this bird lacks feathers. Instead, it comes from the word “piebald”, an old word,

meaning “marked with white”.
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Physiographic Features

1. Geographic Divisions

The eastern United States has a varied topography (H./&). A brbad, flat coastal plain lines
the Atlantic and Gulf shores from the Texas-Mexico border to the New York City, and includes
the Florida Peninsula. Areas further inland feature rolling hills and temperate forests. The
Appalachian Mountains form a line of low mountains separating the eastern seaboard from the
Great Lakes and the Mississippi River Basin. The five Great Lakes are located in the
north-central portion of the country, four of them forming part of the border with Canada. The
southeast states contain subtropical forests and, near the gulf coast, mangrove wetlands,
especially in Florida. In the west of the Appalachians lie the Mississippi River Basin and two
large eastern tributaries, the Ohio River and the Tennessee River. The Ohio and the Tennessee
Valleys and the Midwest consist largely of rolling hills and productive farmland, stretching south
to the Gulf Coast.

The Great Plains lie west of the Mississippi River and east of the Rocky Mountains. A large
portion of the country’s agricultural products are grown in the Great Plains. Before their general
conversion to farmland, the Great Plains were noted for their extensive grasslands, from tallgrass
prairie (K #LJR) in the eastern plains to shortgrass steppe in the western High Plains. Elevation
rises gradually from less than a few hundred feet near the Mississippi River to more than a mile
high in the High Plains. The generally low relief of the plains is broken in several places, most
notably in the Ozark and Ouachita Mountains,
which form the US Interior Highlands, the only
major mountainous region between the Rocky
Mountains and the Appalachian Mountains.
The Great Plains come to an abrupt end at the
Rocky Mountains. The Rocky Mountains form
a large portion of the Western US, entering

from Canada and stretching nearly to Mexico.

The Rocky Mountains generally contain fairly
mild slopes and low peaks compared to many of the other great mountain ranges, with a-few
exceptions (such as the Teton Mountains in Wyoming and the Sawatch Range in Colorado). In
addition, instead of being one generally continuous and solid mountain range, it is broken up into

a number of smaller, intermittent (K7 #i4E4E/K)) mountain ranges, forming a large number of
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In the west of the Rocky Mountains lies the Intermontane Plateaus (= 1) (also known as

series of basins and valleys.

the Intermountain West), a large, arid desert lying between the Rockies and the Cascades and
Sierra Nevada ranges. The large southern portion, known as the Great Basin, consists of salt
flats, drainage basins, and many small north-south mountain ranges. The Southwest is
predominantly a low-lying desert region. A portion known as the Colorado Plateau, centered
on the Four Corners region, is considered to have some of the most spectacular scenery in the
world. It is accentuated in such national parks as Grand Canyon (K% 7%), Arches, and Bryce
Canyon (fi#ifr sk %) among others. The Grand Canyon is among the most famous locations
in the country.

The Intermontane Plateaus come to an end at the Cascade Range and the Sierra Nevada.
The Cascades consist of largely intermittent, volcanic mountains rising prominently from the
surrounding landscape. The Sierra Nevada, further south, is a high, rugged, and dense- mountain
range. It contains the highest point in the contiguous 48 states, Mount Whitney. These areas
contain some spectacular scenery as well, as evidenced by such national parks as Yosemite (£
FEKFEZK A H) and Mount Rainier. West of the Cascades and Sierra Nevada is a series of
valleys, such as the Central Valley in California and the Willamette Valley in Oregon. Along the
coast is a series of low mountain ranges known as the Pacific Coast Ranges. Much of the Pacific
Northwest coast is inhabited by some of the densest vegetation outside of the Tropics, and also

the tallest trees in the world (the Redwoods).

Alaska contains some of the most dramatic and untapped scenery in the country. Tall,
prominent mountain ranges rise up sharply from broad, flat tundra (% 1-#87) plains. On the
islands off the south and southwest coast are many volcanoes. Hawaii, far to the south of Alaska
in the Pacific Ocean, is a chain of tropical, volcanic islands, popular as a tourist destination for

many from East Asia and the mainland United States.
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2. Rivers in the US

The United States of America has over 250,000 rivers. The longest river in the USA is the

Missouri River, but the biggest in terms of water volume is the deeper Mississippi River.
1) The Missouri River

The Missouri River is 4,090km long. It rises in southwest Montana and joins the Mississippi
at St. Louis. Over its course it typically is a broad, silt-laden river, giving rise to its nickname
“Big Muddy”. The vast drainage basin of the Missouri and its tributaries covers an area of
about 1,502,200 sq km. Many dams were built on the river for flood control, hydroelectric

power, and irrigation.
2) The Mississippi River

The Mississippi River is the most important river in the country. It flows about 3,730km
from its northwestern source in the Rockies to the Gulf of Mexico. 1t drains all the central area
of the USA and has a wide delta (= f§#l), and many tributaries. Before America completed
her railway system, the Mississippi had been the most important artery of transportation in the
country.

The river was named by the Indians the Mississippi, meaning “Father of Waters”, or the
“0Old Man River”. On the river there is a famous town of Hannibal where the noted American
writer Mark Twain was raised. His most popular and important writings are concerned with this
area. His book The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn tells the story of how the boy Huckleberry

Finn and his black friend Jim, a runaway slave, sailed down the Mississippi on a raft.
3) The Ohio River

The Ohio River, 1,579km long, is the major eastern tributary of the Mississippi. The river
had great significance in the history of the Native Americans. It was a primary transportation
route during the westward expansion of the early US. It runs from the rainy east and joins the
Mississippi at Cairo, Illinois, and finally reaches the Great Lakes area. Its drainage basin,
including all tributaries, is about 490,603 sq km.

4) The Colorado River

The Colorado River rises in the snow-capped Rocky Mountains, flowing 2,330km
through Colorado, Utah, Arizona and north Mexico into the Gulf of California. It drains an

area of 629,100 sq km, and slashes its way through a wilderness of mountains, plateaus,
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and deserts, which offer some of the most dramatically beautiful scenery to be found

anywhere in the world. The river s cliff-bound nine tenths of its way and travels 1,600km

through deep canyons.

5) Rio Grande

The Rio Grande River is another large river in southwest America. It runs about 3,034km
which, for much of its length, forms the border between Texas and Mexico. It rises in the
southern Rocky Mountains in Colorado and flows to the Gulf of Mexico. The economic
importance of the river is restricted to areas in northern New Mexico and Southern Texas. The

deserts and plains remain for the most part unaffected by the river.
6) The Columbia River

The Columbia River, about 2,000km long, rises in British Columbia on the western slope of
the Rocky Mountains. It flows first northwestward, then generally southward through British
Columbia and Washington, and finally westward to the Pacific Ocean. In its lower course it
forms the border between Washington and Oregon. The volume of the Columbia’s flow is second

only to that of the Mississippi, among US rivers.
7) Other Rivers

The Potomac River is famous not only because Washington D.C. is located on its bank but
also because it is the dividing line between the South and the North.

The Hudson River is famous because New York stands at its estuary. It is connected with
Lake Erie by a canal and New York City owed much to this connection for its prosperity in the

19" century.
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3. Lakes in the US

The most important lakes in America are the Great Lakes which include five big lakes: Lake
Superior, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, and Lake Ontario. Only Lake Michigan is
wholly in the United States; the other four are shared with Canada. The Great Lakes and their
connecting channels form the largest fresh surface water system on the Earth. The Great Lakes,
in their current state, are actually one of the youngest natural features on the North American
continent. Covering more than 764,000 sq km and draining more than twice as much land, these

“Freshwater Seas” hold an estimated six quadrillion gallons of water, about one-fifth of the

world’s fresh surface water supply and nine-tenths of the US supply.

Superior has the largest surface area of any ~ .
freshwater lake in the world. Lake Superior umléali: ssouﬁzfir :h:tmi;
has a surface area of 82,413 sq km. Its sho- il contin algl e other

Lake Superior 82,413 reline is nearly 4,387km long. Superior is also :Great Tk b o
the coldest and deepest of the five Great o ditidn al | akeg the iz
Lakes. Average depths are close to 147m; the | oflakeFre.
deepest point in the lake reaches 406m. .

Lake Huron is the second largest of the
Great Lakes by volume, holding nearly 3,540
km® of water. The shores of Huron extend

Lake Huron more than 6,157km and are characterized by I Lake Huroxfx e e
i . | longest shoreline of the
(including 59,596 shallow, sandy beaches and the rocky coasts of Cireat 1 akes. countine the
Georgian Bay) Georgian Bay. Lake Huron is 245km wide and hoalings f" o il i
approximately 332km from north to south. i
Home to many ship wrecks, the lake averages |
adepth of 59m. ’
The world’s largest
; freshwater sand dunes
o . (¥ Ft) line the shores of

Lake Michigan, ranked the third largest of | 1 ake Michigan. .
the Great Lakes according to volume, is the . ,
only Great Lake entirely within the United Lakes Michigan and

Lake 58016 States. Averaging 85m deep, the lake reaches | Huron are actually “one”
Michigan : 281m at its deepest point. Lake Michigan is | Great Lake, separated by
' approximately 190km wide and 494km long | the Straits of Mackinaw.
and boasts more than 2,633km of shoreline, | The Mackinac Bridge (the
including many sandy beaches. “Mighty Mac”) spans the
' , : straits, connecting Michi-
gan’s upper and lower

peninsulas.
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Continued
Lake SurfacezArea Characteristics Fun Facts
(km")
Lake Erie is the shallowest of the Great Lake e is the war
Pakes and overall the smallest by volume. Erie | oo and most biolog-
is also exposed to the greatest effects from ically productive of the
urbanization and agriculture. Lake Erie mea- | Great Lakes.
Lake Brie 25745 sures 388km wide and 92km from north to =
- south, and has 4385km of shoreline. Because it Bmlt’ in 1822, Marble-
is not as deep as the other lakes, Erie warms head Lighthouse on Lake
rapidly in the spring and summer and is | ETie 1S the oldest active
frequently the only Great Lake to freeze over | light tower on the Great
in winter. Lakes.
Lake Ontario lies 99m
Lake Ontario is a much deeper lake, aver- | below Lake Erie, at the
aging 86 m deep. Comparing their volumes, | base of Niagara Falls.
; Lake Ontario holds almost four times more The oldest light-house
Lake Ontario 19529 water than Lake Erie. Ontario ranks the fourth | on the US side of the
among the Great Lakes in maximum depth, but | Great Lakes was set up
its average depth is second to Lake Superior. at Fort Niagara in 1818
to aid navigation.

In northwest Utah lies the Great Salt Lake, the largest inland salt lake in North America,

rather rectangular in shape. In an average year the lake covers an area of around 4,400 sq km, but

the lake’s size fluctuates substantially due to its shallowness. Its average depth is 4m. The Great

Salt Lake is several times more saline (J&[¥]) than seawater. It contains about 4.4 billion tons of

minerals. Approximately three fourths of this total is common table salt.

4. Mountains in the US

There are two mountain ranges — The Rocky Mountains, running slightly from the northwest

to southeast, and the Appalachian Mountains, running slightly from the northeast to southwest.

The Rocky Mountains Ranges




