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PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION

Together with competition policy, trade policy is an area where the EU authorities,
and especially the European Commission, enjoy extensive investigative and regula-
tory powers.

The purpose of this book is to provide a comprehensive and up to date analysis
of the four basic EU trade defence instruments, i.e. those dealing with anti-dumping
measures, countervailing measures, safeguard measures as well as measures under the
Trade Barriers Regulation.

The book combines a critical commentary on the rules with practical guidance
on their application. The fifth edition discusses all the developments in the EU trade
defence laws and their interpretation at EU and WTO levels that have occurred until
December 2010.

Many significant developments have occurred since the publication of the previous
edition of this book. The fifth edition comprehensively analyses the numerous cases
decided under the EU trade defence instruments by the Commission and the Council
as well as by the General Court and the Court of Justice in the last five years. In addi-
tion, the cases dealing with anti-dumping, countervailing and safeguard measures dealt
with by the WTO dispute settlement process are extensively discussed in the sections
of the book in which they are of relevance. Finally, the fifth edition of the book also
discusses the important changes in the EU decision-making process for trade defence
cases which will be introduced in the course of 2011.

The fifth edition of this book has been written under the editorial supervision of
Benoit Servais who has also contributed personally to several chapters. I also wish to
express my gratitude to the following members of the trade law team of Van Bael &
Bellis (listed in alphabetical order) for their valuable contributions: Renato Antonini,
Gabor Bathory, Florin Dascalescu, Fabrizio Di Gianni, Clotilde du Parc, Reshad Forbes,
Volker Hahn, Eva Monard, Yuri Rudyuk, Christos Sakellariou and Giovanni Vallera.

Jean-Francgois Bellis
January 2011



ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Van Bael & Bellis is recognised by leading legal directories as first in Europe in the
area of trade law, offering the most extensive experience in international trade cases.
It advises exporters, importers, governments as well as trade associations involved in
EU anti-dumping, anti-subsidy, safeguard and trade barrier cases.

In the field of anti-dumping, Van Bael & Bellis has a level of experience unmatched
by any other firm in Europe since it has, as of January 2011, handled more than 360
EU anti-dumping proceedings representing exporters, importers and users of products
targeted in anti-dumping investigations. Van Bael & Bellis has also been involved in
most of the less frequently initiated EU anti-subsidy and safeguard proceedings.

With more than thirty years of experience in EU trade law, Van Bael & Bellis’ team
of trade lawyers is the largest and most experienced in Brussels. As an extension of its
EU trade law practice, Van Bael & Bellis opened, in 1997, a Geneva office exclusively
dedicated to WTO matters. Van Bael & Bellis has assisted governments in major WTO
dispute settlement proceedings. Van Bael & Bellis also assists governments and private
interests in WTO and bilateral trade negotiations.
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