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Chapter 1
Introduction

Ragnhild Aslaug Sollund'

Over the past three decades there has been a growing body of literature within
what is known as green criminology (Lynch 1990, South and Beirne 2006,
Beirne and South 2009) and eco-global criminology (White 2008, 2009, 2011).
The present book seeks to build knowledge within this field, by both empirical
examples and theoretical discussions. The goal of this book is to illustrate the
scope of environmental crime, and how local environmental problems are also
transnational in their effects.

This is a reason for the title: Eco-global Crimes: Contemporary Problems
and Future Challenges. In Chapter 2 of this book, Rob White defines eco-global
criminology as the following: ‘Eco-global criminology refers to a framework of
analysis where the emphasis is on the ecological, the transnational and questions of
justice. The substantive focus of eco-global criminology is transgressions against
ecosystems, humans and animals’. Eco-global crimes are often transnationally
organized, with damage being caused by legal transnational corporations, such as
British Petroleum in the Gulf of Mexico, and the destruction of the soil and forest
in the Ecuadorian Amazon caused by Chevron and Texaco.

The topics addressed by eco-global criminologists are many and various;
relating to air, water and space-pollution (Walters 2007), toxic waste (White 2011),
legal and illegal deforestation (Boekhout van Solinge 2008 a, b) and legal and
illegal animal abuse (Beirne 1995, 1995, 1999, 2009; see also White this volume).
Because of the multivariate character of problems relating to eco-global crimes,
it is necessary to expand the boundaries of criminology as a discipline, and thus
also the perspective of what crime is and what should be perceived as a crime,
as well as the notions of harm and justice. For example, moral and utilitarian
philosophy (Regan 1988, Singer 1977) have been important points of departure
for non-speciesist criminologists (Beirne 1999, Cazaux 1999 and Sollund 2008),
and observations and fieldwork done by biologists and ornithologists have been
important in providing an empirical basis for discussions of crime prevention
regarding the illegal parrot trade (Pires and Clark 2010).

The concept of crime relates to that which is a breach of law, yet eco-global
harms, such as those committed by states and corporations, often eclipse the
scope and reach of criminal law (South 2008, O’Brien 2008, Sollund 2008, White

1 I owe thanks to my co editors, Rune Ellefsen and Guri Larsen, as well as the series
editors Michael Lynch and Paul Stretesky for comments to this chapter.
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2011). This book seeks to broaden the perspectives of the research topics falling
within the fields of eco-global criminology and assumes that these issues must
be addressed with the same theoretical weight found in, for example, the study
of deviance and other more traditional criminological topics. One example is an
examination of how laws and regulations which actually uphold and legitimize
intolerable exploitation of non-human animals and of nature are passed by means
of the legislation processes supported by capitalist and consumerist interests,
despite the increasing importance of environmental issues in modern contexts.

To do so, interdisciplinary approaches are required, as different disciplines have
different epistemologies which all have something to offer. Empirical knowledge
from, for example, biologists, botanists and oceanographers can provide a basis
for ‘building a case’ relevant to an eco-global criminological analysis, while a
theoretical contribution may come from humanistic sciences such as ethics and
philosophy. Interdisciplinary thought may help create a firm theoretical and
empirical ground from which to develop convincing arguments and effective
strategies for altering the present course of exploitation which endangers so many
people, plants and animals, both now and in the future.

Building on and including interdisciplinary contributions, however, does not
mean that critical criminology should be ignored, since its tradition of speaking
for the weak and pointing to structural injustice is a central issue addressed in eco-
global criminology. Critically speaking, perspectives relating to the prevention
of crime/harm and victimology may be useful, while the principle of precaution
directs attention to what lies beyond the horizon (White 2011).

In addition, related criminology concepts such as those related to globalization
and migration (crimmigration, Aas 2011), a phenomenon closely related to
structural differences between the north and the south, may prove useful. For
instance, partly as a consequence of the effects of climate change, migration will
increase in the decades to come, unless we manage to remedy the situation. These
migration patterns have important criminological implications such as exclusion
and criminalization of the ‘deviant other — the asylum seeker’— whereby refugees
are put in detention centers, or are forced to live "undocumented” and deprived of
basic human rights (Engbersen et al. 1999).

The establishment of green/eco-global criminology followed broader the
green and animal liberation movements four decades ago, and owes much to those
traditions. Prior to this, criminologists showed little interested in studying for
example the pollution caused by the coal industry during the industrial revolution,
though the damage caused by pollution then became evident. While the early
animal welfare movements that were connected to feminist movement in the UK
emerged (Donovan 1993), criminologists studied human deviance. Environmental
problems and animal abuse thus existed long before green/eco-global criminology
emerged. Nevertheless, these environmental problems, though studied across
various disciplines, have criminological implications.

The effects of the exploitation of nature — the senseless polluting of the seas,
of fresh water and of the earth, and the pollution of the air which has led to global
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warming, have become common knowledge — they are not, strictly speaking, the
results of criminological research. In addition, we are constantly made aware of
the rapid decline of other species because they are regarded as legitimate objects
for human consumption of some kind — as trophies, food. medicine, or clothing.
These harms are now obviously caused by the expansion of the human species,
which is in turn bound up with the globalization of the economy and the capitalist
system. The present-day actions of humans against nature and other species may
not be fundamentally different from the way humans have always taken advantage
of their superior position vis-g-vis nature and other species in an historical sense.
However, new historical conditions such as advanced technologies produced an
imaginative capacity to develop innumerable new ways of exploiting natural
resources and other species, multiplying the effects of humans on the environment
so that now these effects appear catastrophic.

Many human cultures have been anthropocentric (Sollund 2008), though native
Americans, for example, appeared to regard all creatures as sacred and entitled to
fundamental respect (Donovan 1993: 181-192). In the present day we are seeing
the large-scale consequences of the anthropocentric world view. This goes parallel
to an increased knowledge of, and conscience about, non-human species which
seriously questions the ‘right” humans have previously accorded themselves to use
other species as they please. So far. however, this knowledge has not had any general
impact on people’s daily practices, which to a large extent are colored by denial,
whether with regard to the relationship between global warming and human carbon
emissions, or the systemic and widespread physical and psychological abuse of
non-human animals. A driving force behind the abuse of the world around us is the
belief that human welfare can only be achieved by increased consumption, which
has been increasingly fueled by global capitalism and neo-liberalism. According to
this logic, the only way to bring about ‘justice’ between the peoples of the south and
north is to increase consumption for those living in underdeveloped regions. This
view, however, overlooks the volume of waste and pollution this form of ‘justice’
creates. This logic may in a sense seem fair to the extent that the countries of the
south are those which suffer most from the consumption of the western world with
respect to, for example, climate change and electronic waste. but the consequences
of consumptive justice are fatal. Humans, it seems, generally behave like the three
wise monkeys;® Mizaru, Mikazaru, and Mazaru, refusing to see, hear or speak
evil, but forgetting the fourth, the monkey who by crossing his/her arms, does no
evil. Indeed, we refuse to see, refuse to listen, remain silent, and therefore see no
reason why we should not proceed with our actions. The rejection of facts is caused
by denial Cohen (2000). Consumption has been encouraged by political leaders,

2 There are different interpretations of the monkeys’ actions, either as above, as
refusing to see/acknowledge facts, or as pointing towards agency: morally encouraging one
to speak no evil. hear no evil. and do no evil. See Wikipedia: http:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Three_wise_monkeys.
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who, typically, saw no other answer to the global financial crisis than to increase
consumption, to ‘make the wheels run faster’.

As a counterblast to this view we seek with this book to direct attention towards
eco-global crimes and the abuse of non-human species, and to look at the causes
of these behaviors and the challenges they present now and in the future. The fact
that the book is being published may point to a more positive trend, exemplified
also by the afore-mentioned growing body of literature in the field. By expanding
the agenda for criminology in this way, and by not leaving eco-global problems
to environmental and animal rights movements alone, we also seek to give these
issues further academic weight, and consequently to increase the impact of this
kind of research and these ideas.

As the topics which need to be addressed in order to secure the health of Tellus
and its inhabitants are challenging, we can in this book only point to some crucial
immediate issues. In this we share in building knowledge, stone by stone, which
hopefully will inspire other social scientists, and also influence social movements,
politicians and decision-makers.

Outline of the Book

The book is divided into three parts. This said, it is important to add that themes
may overlap, and be treated from different perspectives in the different sections.
The first part of the book — Introduction to Eco-global Criminology — is theoretical,
starting with Rob White’s chapter, The Foundations of Eco-global Criminology,
in which he provides an overview of the different kinds of crimes/harms which
can be encompassed within the field of eco-global criminology. In this he shows
precisely the transnational, global character of eco-global crimes/harms, and how
an action in one local context may impact other places and people far from where
the harm was initiated. In demonstrating the multiversity of eco-global crimes,
White also emphasizes the urgency with which these problems must be met.
He provides us with the theoretical tools to discuss eco-global crimes through a
justice perspective by using the terms ecological justice, environmental justice and
species justice. These are important concepts which need to be further developed
by means of empirical examples, and to be absorbed deeper into the theoretical
basis of eco-global criminology through discussion and amplification.

The latter is illustrated by Guri Larsen in Chapter 3, The Most Serious Crime:
Eco-genocide, in which she critically scrutinizes the inherent meaning of the
different concepts used in the field, such as the concepts of harm, green criminology.
and eco-global criminology, and provides arguments for why the concept eco-
global criminology is better equipped to address eco-crimes than the previously
more established concept green criminology. In her discussion Larsen also makes
the point that ecological justice includes an emphasis on environmental and species
justice. Ecological justice reflects the interdependence between all kinds of life on
the planet, whether life is part of nature or culture. She distinguishes between
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ecocrime as a legal category, and ecocide as a moral category. However, as legal
acts may be even more destructive, she introduces a new concept: eco-genocide,
which she sees as a unifying category for both illegal and legal damage that cause
harm to nature-culture unit, that is, to the environment, animals, the climate and to
humans and human societies.

In Chapter 4, Constructing a Meta-history of Eco-global Criminology — On
Brute Criminologists, Mortified Bunnies, Nature and its Discontent, Per Jorgen
Ystehede traces the historical and theoretical roots of eco-global criminology,
by creating a genealogy of eco-global criminological research spanning 150
years. He suggests that the history of eco-global criminology, especially the part
encompassing the human—animal-nature relationship, may be divided into three
main intellectual historical developments, or stages, which can be seen as partly
shadowing the history of the science of criminology in general. In the first stages
animals, as being nature, were regarded as criminal agents. This view was heavily
influenced by the tendency of 18th century men of letters value comparisons
between moral temperament, and the physical appearance of humans and animals.
In this stage, though recognizing humans’ relatedness to nature, humans still
distinguished themselves from animals and nature by regarding them as criminal.
Thus man when criminal was closer to nature — nature being criminal. In the second
stage, attention focused on sexual crimes: bestiality or zoophilia, as it was called
by Richard von Krafft-Ebing, with animals being of interest as objects acted upon
by men’s sexually deviant desires, and regarded as symptoms of deviance rather
than victims. We are now in the third stage, in which non-human animals and
nature are gradually acquiring victim status. These three stages represent shifts in
thinking about eco-global crime.

Inthe second part of the book, Speciesism, Animal Abuse and Social Movements,
the human—animal relationship’s theoretical roots are further examined, starting
with Chapter 5 The Rhetorical Making of a Crime Called Speciesism by Kristian
Bjerkdahl. Bjerkdahl examines letters sent to animal activist and academic Peter
Singer to gain an understanding of his role in pioneering the modern animal rights
movement by publishing Animal Liberation in 1975. In presenting his reading of
these letters, Bjerkdahl analyses how the book came to have so great an impact by
providing/spreading a new concept — speciesism — which also gave new meaning
to the human—animal relationship. Through the publication of this book, the
systematic discrimination against animals on the basis of species differences was
publicly acknowledged and given academic weight. However, despite the attention
and recognition the book received, and its success in putting animal rights on the
agenda, it has, as Bjerkdahl observes, nonetheless had little practical influence on
the lives of billions of animals worldwide. Animals are used in agribusiness and as
research tools on a larger scale than ever before.

The reasons why animal abuse and speciesism persist on such a large scale
are discussed by Ragnhild Aslaug Sollund in Chapter 6 of the book: Speciesism
as Doxic Practice Versus Valuing Difference and Plurality. In it she discusses
how techniques of neutralization and denial serve to preserve doxic practices of



