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PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION

This fifth edition increases coverage of comparative and interna-
tional issues. Discussions of adjudicatory jurisdiction, choice of law, and
judgments include detailed examinations of a Convention and a Regula-
tion in force in the European Union—the “Rome” Convention on the Law
Applicable to Contractual Obligations and the “Brussels” Regulation on
Jurisdiction and the Recognition of Judgments in Civil and Commercial
Matters. The discussion of rules giving contracting parties the power to
choose the law that determines the validity of their contract contrasts
proposed new section 1-301 of the Uniform Commercial Code with the
Rome Convention. The comparison suggests why to date most states that
have adopted revised Article 1 have not included 1-301.

There is discussion of choice-of-law problems in national and
multi-state class actions and the effect of the federal Class Action Fair-
ness Bill of 2005, which will move almost all such actions to federal dis-
trict courts. Also much expanded is the examination of conflicts problems
arising from different laws both in the U.S. and abroad concerning same-
sex unions.

I am grateful to my colleague and expert on domestic relations
law, Jack Sampson, for reading and commenting on a draft of chapter 5.

RussELL J. WEINTRAUB

May, 2006
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