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Preface

The primary audience of this book is scientists in drug discovery in
general and novice medicinal chemists in particular. In academia, most of
us are trained as synthetic organic chemists. It takes us many years to
learn the trade of drug discovery “on-the-job.” This book is to jump-start
our understanding of the landscape of drug discovery. Veteran medicinal
chemists and process chemists will benefit from this book as well by
learning the perspectives of drug discovery authored by experts in
different fields of drug discovery.

We are indebted to contributing authors, all of whom are the world’s
leading experts in drug discovery, for their hard work and care in writing
definitive summaries of their respective fields. The pharmaceutical industry is
going through an interesting time. We hope that this book will help all
scientists in drug discovery appreciate the practices, processes, and

perspectives of drug discovery.

Jack Li and E. J. Corey
August 1, 2012
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