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Foreword

This book, as its title suggests, is intended simply to introduce
the vast subject of the First World War to those who know
little or nothing about it.

Anyone who ventures more deeply into the subject will
find that behind almost every sentence in the book lies a
scholarly controversy that still remains unsettled, and that
what looks like a simple and uncontroversial narrative will
appear to some as highly biased and selective. Certainly not
everyone will agree with the view that it was the ruling circles
in Imperial Germany who were ultimately responsible, both
for the outbreak and for the continuance of the war. But an
account of the war that would satisfy everyone, even if it were
possible, could certainly not be written in the space available,
and even if it could it would be almost unreadable.

There may be those who complain that too much attention
is devoted to the military, and not enough to the social, eco-
nomic, or psychological dimensions of the subject. For this I
make no apology. These non-military factors are vital for
understanding why the war took place at all. But once the war
began events on the battlefield ultimately determined what
happened on the home front, and were responsible for the
vast transformation that resulted in the entire structure of
European society.

My thanks are due to George Miller who made me write




FOREWORD

the book in the first place, to Hilary Walford and Rebecca
O’Connor who converted my typescript into a publishable
text, and to Dr Gary Sheffield who expertly steered me
through the endless controversies about the conduct of
operations on the Western Front.

Michael Howard
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