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Summary

In the Land of Snows innumerable volumes of scriptures can be found, including the Buddha’s Word, as well as texts written by the
Dharma Kings, translators, panditas, and other great learned scholars. Amongst them, almost five thousand volumes of ancient texts are
kept in the library of the Tibetan Medical College, in the Tibet Autonomous Region. These deal mainly with medical science, materia
medica, astrology, calculation and philosophy. They have been collected without any sectarian biais, in various cditions, from different
periods, and on a varicty of subjects. For instance, regarding religious schools, the collection includes texts belonging to the Nyingma
(rnying ma), Sakya scct (sa skya), Kagyud (bka’ brgyud), Kadam (bka’ gdams), Geluk (dge lugs), and also to the Jonang (Jo nang) and
Bon (bon po) religious schools. As for the authors, there are volumci written by the Incomparable historical Buddha Shakyamuni, as well
as panditas and siddhas from India, and learncd Tibetans belonging to the various above-mentioned orders of Tibctan Buddhism.
Different ethnic groups are represented : Indians, Nepalese, Mongols, Tibetans and others. The collection includes both a Derge (sde dge)
edition and a Zhol (zhol) edition of the Kagyur (bka’ ’gyur) and Tengyur (bstan 'gyur), as well the Complete Works (gsung 'bum) of
numerous scholars, in the famous Derge, Narthang (snar thang), and Lhasa (lha sa) ceditions. We also have volumes hailing fom various
monasteries and rural communities, most of which are xylographic editions, but we also have manuscripts and contemporary editions.
Some of these texts go back to the period before the common era, but most are texts dating from the 8th through to the 20th century,
without interruption. In the ficld of Buddhism, the texts concentrate the essence of the ten traditional sciences (rig gnas bcu), i.c.
technology (bzo ba rig pa), medicine (gso ba rig pa), grammar (sgra rig pa), terminology (gtan tshigs rig pa), astrology (skar rtsis rig
pa), etc. We have classified them according both to traditional Tibetan and contemporary bibliographic science. In the catalogue, each

volume has been given a general number and cach chapter of each volume is identified by its title. We have also identified the author’s



name, the date of composition, the number of pages, the number of lines, the calligraphic style, the color and quality of the ink, the color
and quality of the paper, the printing house, the material type of publication (xylograph, mansucript...), and the size of the volumes. The
library has retained both the traditional Tibetan way of content description (dkar chag), as well the contemporary scientific methodology
of librarianship. This alliance of tradition and modernity is a special aspect of our library. In this way, we strive to facilitate the work of
researchers in education, science, and in Tibetan studies from all over the world. We also hope that this book will inspirc those committed

to the administration of libraries, and that it will be beneficial to the preservation of ancient books.

Langthong Dorje Drolkar (Glang mthong Rdo rje sgrol dkar)

Written on the virtuous 11th month of the year of Fire-Pig of the 17th Tibetan Hexagesimal Cycle.
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