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The book written by Mr. Li is a valuable resource for the students who

wish to improve their English writing skills and the grammatical structures
that underpin them.

It does so by starting where all good writing/grammar books should with
the basics of sentences and guides students in an organised and easy to follow
path to the goal of being able to write English in a grammatically correct and
interesting manner. The structure of the book is well organised and promotes

a clear understanding of the English language.

Martin Berry
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Chapter 7

Writing Sentences

1.1 Basic Sentence Pattemnms

In its simplest form, an English sentence has two parts: a subject and a
verb that express a complete thought when they are together.

Examples of two-word simple sentences include:

® Thomson rose.
@ Dogs bark.

® He jumps.

Real sentences are rarely so short. We usually want to convey much more
information, so we modify the main subject and verb with other words and

phrases, as in the sentences below:

® Unfortunately, Thomson rose slowly.
® Dogs bark louder after midnight.

® He jumps more slowly than the other players of the same university.

Despite the extra information, each of these sentences has one subject
and one verb, so it’s still just one clause. What’s a clause?
A clause is the combination of a subject and a verb. When you have a

subject and verb, you have a clause. Now we are going to concentrate on the
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two particular clauses:

1) Independent clause (J%37/\F), LAY B F)): a subject and a verb that
make a complete thought. Independent clauses are called independent
because they can stand on their own and make sense.

E.g. You ride a bicycle.

2) Dependent clause ( fifEIEhsz /G, BEHBA M H)P: a subject and a
verb that don’t make a complete thought. Dependent clauses always need to
be attached to an independent clause (they’re too weak to stand alone).

E.g. Wherever he goes, he leaves a piece of baggage behind.

Subjects and verbs can double up in the same clause. These are called
“compound” subjects or verbs because there are two or more of them in the
same clause.

(D Compound subject—two subjects related to the same verb:

E.g. Lei Feng and his comrades collaborated on the military practice.

@ Compound verb—two verbs related to the same subject:

E. g. Professor Reichelt conducted the experiment and documented the
results.

@ Compound subject with compound verb:

E.g. Professor Reichelt, his colleagues, and their advisor drafted and
revised the article several times.

Notice that they don’t overlap. You can tell that it’s only one clause
because all of the subjects in one clause come before both verbs in the same
clause.

Every sentence pattern below describes a different way to combine
clauses. When you are drafting your own papers or when you’re revising them
for sentence variety, try to determine how many of these patterns you use.

Your writing might be kind of boring if every sentence has exactly the same

O —HAELHE—ANEEP—NEE BEANETERIDORREREE AN TEOEHR, FEREL—
MgEdé La,
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Writing Sentences

pattern. If you find this is true, try to revise a few sentences using a different
pattern.

Since nouns can fill so many positions in a sentence, it’s easier to analyze
sentence patterns if you find the verbs and find the connectors. The most
common connectors are listed below with the sentence patterns that use
them. Notice S = Subject, V = Verb and how the punctuation changes with

each arrangement.

Pattern 1. Simple Sentence® - - - -~ - -~ -~~~

One independent clause (SV.)

® The tiger eats monkeys.

® | sece.

Verb of being patterns (1, 2, 3) use a form of the verb to be as the main

verb in the sentence.
is are was were has been have been had been

Linking verb patterns (4, 5) use one of the linking verbs as the main verb
in the sentence. The linking verb is followed by a noun or adjective

functioning as a subjective complement.
get smell taste look feel seem become appear grow

Action verb patterns (6, 7, 8, 9, 10) use one of the many action verbs as
the main verb in the sentence. The action verb may be either transitive (take

a direct object) or intransitive (not take a direct object).

hear jump celebrate read imagine sell borrow wish etc.

O AFTHEGHHENS RAGFHARFGS %, XLZRMER Towson kK ¥ F5HKF P65k,
BPARIE Ak A 63 R AR $ 8 AT K.
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Terms used to identify various parts of each sentence pattern include the

following:
e NP = noun phrase

This abbreviation refers to a headword noun and its modifiers (“noun
phrase”) functioning as a subject, direct object, indirect object, subjective

complement, or objective complement.

e NP1, NP2, NP3, etc. = designations for different noun phrase

functions

Numbers in sequential order are used with each NP to designate its

difference from or similarity to other NPs before and after it.

® V-be = verb of being (&jid] be)

e LV = linking verb (£ 3hia)

e V-int = intransitive verb (/R & ¥3hia)

e V-tr = transitive verb (&2#¥)3hia))

e ADV/TP = adverbial of time or place (B[], i & &lia)
® ADJ = adjective (GEZia])

7 Ten Patterns
1) SP1=NP1 + V-be + ADV/TP

The verb of being is followed by an adverb indicating where or when.

SP1

[
B N|P1 || V-Ibe | | aDV/TP |

{ My sister } { is }  {over there. }
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The adverbial indicating where or when may be a prepositional phrase.

SP1
[ |
| NPl | [ vbe | [ abpwv/P |
{ My lister YA i|s }  {in the clLssroom.}

2) SP2=NP1 + V-be + ADJ
The verb of being is followed by an adjective that functions as the

subjective complement.

SP2
I I
[ Nt | [ vee || ap |
{Her chulbby face} { w]as } {very adlorable. }

The adjective functioning as the subjective complement may be a prepositional

phrase.
SP2
[ NIPl | [ vee ][ A]‘)J |
{ Joley 1A i|s ) {out of work. }

3) SP3=NP1 + V-be + NP1
The verb of being is followed by a noun that functions as the subjective

complement.

SP3

.
B v

{ He } { was ' { anactor. }

Note: The second NP receives the same numerical designation as the first
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NP because the second NP, the subjective complement, is the same as the
subject (He = actor).
4) SP4=NP1 + LV + ADJ

The linking verb is followed by an adjective functioning as a subjective

complement.
SP4
I N[Pl | | v ]| Al)J |
{ That report } { soulnds b oA trlLe. }

The adjective functioning as the subjective complement may be a prepositional

phrase.
| SP4 |
[ NIPl 1 [ v | [ :DJ ]
{These sp<|eculations) { sound ) {like science fiction. }

5) SP5=NP1 + LV + NP1

The linking verb is followed by a noun functioning as a subjective

complement.
SP5
L o~ | [ v ] N]Pl |
{ My - ) { has bucome b areelllity. }

Note: The second NP receives the same numerical designation as the first
NP because the second NP, the subjective complement, is the same as the
subject (my dream = a reality).

6) SP6=NP1 + V-int

The action verb takes no direct object.
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I
I |
]
| I

{ My niece } { will come. }

Even if the action verb is followed by a prepositional phrase, the verb is

still intransitive as long as it does not take a direct object.

[ SP6 |
l : ]

[ NP1 | V-int |
l

{ My niece } {will come with her boyfriend. }

7) SP7=NP1 + V-tr + NP2

The action verb is followed by a direct object.

SP7

[ |
v o -

{ Mrs. Gray } { committed |} {a serious error. }

Note: The second NP, the direct object, receives a different numerical
designation (NP2) because it is not the same as the subject (NP1).
8) SP8=NP1 + V-tr + NP2 4+ NP3

The action verb is followed by an indirect object and then a direct object.

SP8

1
I l I l
| Nt | [ v | [ nNe2 | [ Ne3 |

I l I
{ They } { awarded } { her } {a scholarship. }

Note: The indirect object and the direct object each receive a new

numerical designation because each is different from the other and both are
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different from the subject.
9) SP9=NP1 + V-tr + NP2 + ADJ
The action verb is followed by a direct object. The direct object is

followed by an adjective functioning as an objective complement.

[NlPIIIVI-trJ [N|P2||Al)JI

| ! l
{Serena} { painted} {the wall} { pink. }

Note: The second NP, the direct object, receives a different numerical
designation (NP2) because it is not the same as the subject (NP1).

10) SP10=NP1 + V-tr + NP2 + NP2

The action verb is followed by a direct object. The direct object is

followed by a noun functioning as an objective complement.

SP10

I
[ N[PI 11 vll-u ] N:PZ 1RE N:PZ |

{Those celebrities} { kept } { their marriage } {  a secret. }

Note: The second NP, the direct object, receives a different numerical
designation (NP2) because it is not the same as the subject (NP1). The third
NP, the objective complement, receives the same numerical designation as
the direct object (NP2) because it is the same as the direct object (their

marriage = a secret).

Pattern 2. Compound Sentence - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

A compound sentence is a sentence consisting of two or more
independent clauses, which can be arranged in these ways: (SV, and SV.) or
(SV; however, SV.) '
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Coordinating conjunctions (3f%1]i% 1) with a comma, the FANBOYS
include: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.

Conjunctions with a semicolon and comma include: however, moreover,
nevertheless, nonetheless, therefore etc.

The following are two example compound sentences:

@ Professor Reichelt eats them for lunch every day, but I don’t see
the benefit.
® Playing with them makes her happy; however, she can’t convince

me.

Pattern 3. Complex Sentence - - - - - - -~~~ - -~~~

A complex sentence has at least one independent clause plus one or more
dependent clauses. They can be arranged in these ways: (SV because SV.) or
(Because SV, SV.) or (S, because SV, V.)

Conjunctions are always at the beginning of the dependent clause. They
show how the dependent clause is related to the independent clause. This list
shows different types of relationships along with the connectors that indicate

those relationships:

® Cause/Effect: because, since, so that

@ Comparison/Contrast: although, even though, though, whereas, while
® Place/Manner: where, wherever, how, however

® Possibility/Conditions: if, whether, unless

® Relation: that, which, who, whom

® Time: after, as, before, since, when, whenever, while, until

The following are some examples of complex sentences:



