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a1 -8 Warming Up

1 ® Searching the issue

@ Activity 1

(Open)

Hello, I'm Lisa Jackson, Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency

At the first Earth Day 39 years ago, 20 million Amencans stood up to prot;ect human heal

the environment.

It was a time when many American cities were blanketed with dangerous
time when in many communities, local waterways were too polluted for §
drinking ...

That first Earth Day grew into a movement that reached rmlllons m
for all of us.

than a billion people this Earth Day, April 22nd.

People all around the world will join together to say tha
planet and the people that live on it.

We've seen how far we can come if individuals taketh

But we still have a long way to go ... to protect our most vulne
children that live in them ... to remove pollutioﬁvaﬁd t
land ... and to build a clean energy economy that ¢
our dependence on foreign oil.
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That way, people 39 years from now will remember that this generation helped to build a better
future for all of us.

We won't get there without your help.
Visit epa.gov/earthday to find out about events and volunteer opportunities in your community.

Celebrate Earth Day this year by making April Earth Month. Then think about stretching that
out into an entire year.

I look forward to joining you. Thank you very much.

@ Activity 2
(Open)

2 @ Presenting your understanding
@ Activity 1
(Open)

@ Activity 2
(Open)

m Initializing the Project

3 O Sharing information

@ Activity 1
(Open) -

@ Activity 2
(Open)

@ Activity 3
1. How do humans adversely affect the environment today?
2. What are the consequences of the burning of fossil fuels?
3. What impacts do emissions of carbon dioxide have on the environment?

4. Why does it matter if the Earth gets warmer and warmer?
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@ Activity 4 % - “ j
(Open) :

4 O Watching a video

@ Activity 1
1. To raise people’s awareness of energy conservation and carbon reduction.
2. Because he thinks this can not only reduce waste but also help rednce greenhouse gas emissions.
3. It’s a personal mission that will never end.
4. It offers guidance for a low-carbon lifestyle.
5. Only certain groups of people might choose to live a low-carbon life.

e
o

@ Activity 2
1. environmental website
. carbon offsets, including environment policies, tips on how to save energy, etc.
. conservation organizations
. 30 ways to save energy, why to save, what to eat, how to travel, and how to calculate savings
Check expiration dates . —
. Try not to use paper cups, or select the smaller ones
. Take public transportation to work
. Use energy saving lights

O 0. N v kW N

. Double print the paper

@ Activity 3
(Open)
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“Paper cups are made from cutting forests. We should try not to use them, or select the smaller
ones when we do. Because trees can absorb carbon dioxide and reduce greenhouse gas.”

Back in his office, Lin Hui works for an environmental website he and his friends set up two
years ago. It provides all kinds of information about carbon offsets, including environment policies,
tips on how to save energy and so on.

Lin Hui says promoting a low-carbon lifestyle is (a) personal mission that will never end.

“When people talk about low-carbon life, they often think it’s the matter of entrepreneurs,
but they forget they themselves are the real engines of production. We should promote low-carbon
consumption.”

Professor Li Lin is also a champion of the low-carbon lifestyle.
‘Taking public transportation to work is part of her daily routine.

Li Lin works for the WWE, one of the world’s leading conservation organizations. She showed
us the promotional activities for encouraging a low-carbon lifestyle over the past years.

Her office uses energy saving lights, which are turned off when not needed. This has greatly
reduced electricity consumption. Li Lin says small actions like this can mean a lot in terms of carbon
reduction.

Another way is to double print the paper.

“If you save one ton of paper, you’ll save one ton of energy used for producing paper and pulp,
that will translate (into) about two and a half tons of CO, reduced.”

This booklet produced by WWF offers guidance for (a) low-carbon lifestyle. There are 30 ways
to save energy, and the booklet covers everything from why to save, what to eat, how to travel, and
how to calculate savings.

“All the efforts translated into saved nature, saved habitat for human as species, together with
other species, and we would avoid all the negative impacts of global warming.”

Although there has been much talk about climate change in China, not everyone understands the
low-carbon lifestyle.

“Low-carbon?*

“I really don’t know.”

Policy makers should also play a role.

For example, central heating is supplied by thermal power stations, the majority of offices use
non-adjustable heating system, which has lessened users’ willingness to save energy.

As global warming becomes a mounting challenge, low-carbon development is considered to

be the best way forward in the long term. Despite increasing efforts by the government to promote
 the low-carbon lifestyles, it might continue to be just a trend within certain groups, and not for all
Chinese. Han Bin, CCTV, Beijing. ‘
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5 O Talking it over

(Open)

Tl g 1/-1-9 Exploring the Field

6 ® Trying your hand

(Open)

BHEYL
AL, KELLS
Sell - SHAEAERTRR - Wi

[ 1] SFREBRELRFEFUR TR . WIFIRE IR F AR/ “FIRE” Ehm B4y
MELFFBE2007 R F ARG FALHIHHE 10 000£TTHIKFHAER AR, RATLIBRIFMRESIC AL T2
H, FREACLRANFEN@PALC, MiTEE IR - LEFEESR R EEF A, I B KRR 4
EERERNMEA . FRERFRT —E5REHNIRES T, BEERRY T —HRF2e. XEHN%E
BREMARNN . BEHEWRTEN, MEAHSEFATRERNAR, BERSFIMRITREM, R
HIUTFIACRBORKIBIEE . BER/RRFIRASIRAE - Wbt gy s R efs. ”

[2] BEKIFREHCL) ZHRNIEE, AT RELESERFZHBHIES 5K “EEE”
(RecycleMania ) FEFEEREIRBIER . 20084F 1 AR PR FAHEAR K F X LE LI RZFRIE
ZAERE, TR B R ) — P A R B Bt ——RAL S Be . eI R ESEH, b A Ber
EEA BRI T 59% MY,  (Fib27%, WiHiER30% ) o BRI AR 744 “f8
FRR" WG, EHENEEHR T FEFRE T RS E AR R H T AR, i TR M ASL
S5 HE W BT I ob R ——EE R R R AR IH R B A /), LEMTEHEFIN . A HEE TN B3
FEkAMRR AT BRI . —SIHIE T, AT, B8, B2 - ORFWEREN ZFRE SHER
A, XERETEHE TR, YREERTHRN.

[3 ] AMtmAFRFAHRETN “FEE" (A FEEEASREARLRENES ) BIMFIHE
N A BRIEMEFHX, AEMPTHRARILD T RS EENE RLHEORE, FRERBIMEF R
REAMBERE S . LT RPN RTTIRR/R &R WIHE T —TRAFHH 2. 20084F6
H, WREKRES (BHERE) RS HRIRT 250 “GEN&" BRMHERRX. €413 400°FER
(315.9FHK) , TEFPRMWIFEBCHIMR T SCERSRRMEE, EWAMMN, AYUERE . 1tk (BT
FRAHR) S EEERZERINEN B S . B T ESMRHERMENNRERTTZABOR, KR T
FEAERMREIRIL EFTRAMEERZ 621065, —FLUG, “HEEN & K sbRIF. WE, ZRFEERF
BTGRP, %P IR — RIS TR AR IR,
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[ 4] X FHRLAETIR T F ™07 R R A B AR, IERRMEH . RSN EMIRFEIFR T
1002118 & T N TRZBRSPAFIRE IR . RIP RS MR - Zl 4% - A, ¥4
frTa] EURAR LB T i AL (LA E B RE IR BRI —iF IR e, 7 JUAFRT, TRFLLNYAE
it th T RCE S EIREh apRASILR ik, W7k T IR IR, S RE. —K & MEnvirofit
FEl PR AR AT B 24 ) IE R DX B B XA BOR , DA B HLE N D e RIS 5. URHPRI B ML KRR
RERNEEERSE, FAENHRERS 2 5 2 SURPI T HE .

[5 ] REER ATHREEZESIN AU BRI . T34 iR RIS AR it AR BEAEBOR R A
Vi ZIFR T 7051 1 SERGRAIK I IRER . SREEIT 2 RN - MBR/RIE: ASKBOl TEREE, BREEILE
WEARFN, 7 MIRE] T20 A3 0ERI PR, HEHHPLREF T AKROKRE)E, B
AR LRI . RS RFEEREA ORI TEMRT A REE, WeTRegEdle, B5
BESRE. RRERFEGFRIEILT S00£THRF SRR T IR TR A

[ 6 ] REFAMFLL B R IEMAN IFERROR J5 T 2250 B B SE I T o X Tl AR Bro8 s B
W AEFLE - WndE-RARGE, ARERE MR AE6 A H B0 2 S EHEEAL SR (60 702.8°F 7K ) ALK
Ho dAlFEEfI2IFRIERERTT, BIRPEPRFIRNT RSN, PERITR T REL RS
HIGE, EEABSRGHES T 22/ FENY, MRS HRBBARRIPRE L. EIREAMA15ES
HREFIRAE ARG AT i MEER DK E P —— R, EFERS S RIUSKIKE, BE—1TH
RPHEEFERERF H B MBI ) o Wn@RAHsd: “RMEBAIBHE, BRI WRE R8T T7
K —MEE, ”

7 O Reading carefully

(Open)

@ Activity 1

1. (Para. 1) By saying “Sustainability is no longer an elective”, Cornell president implies that students have
taken great initiative in Earth-protecting movement.

2. (Para. 2) Kalamazoo College’s winning of the 2008 champion of RecycleMania competition indicates that
recycling has been widely spread among college students.

3. (Para. 3) A green building features geothermal heating, organic gardens, bamboo flooring and ENERGY
STAR appliances. - — L

4. (Paras. 4 & 5) They offer courses and scholarships to encourage students to study the environment.

5. (Para. 6) To put into practice what they have learned in courses and research projects.

® Activity 2
The organization of the passage is based on a “general to specific” order, i.e. the author first introduces
the nationwide RecycleMania competition among colleges (Para. 2), followed by the introduction of green
buildings (Para. 3) and a variety of courses, research projects and scholarships (Paras. 4 & 5) at several

universities. In the last paragraph the author illustrates the popularity of environmentalism among college

“ Unit 1 | A Greener Future



students by citing one specific example of Maggie Stonecash and her fellow students. The structure of the

passage is constructed as follows:

~ Section Paragraph(s)
Introduction Para. 1

Competitions among colleges Para. 2

Zero-waste buildings on campuses Para. 3

Courses, majors and scholarships Paras. 4 & 5

A case of sustainable farming Para. 6

@ Activity 3

1)
2)
3)
4
5)
6)
7
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)

Kalamazoo College

launched a “dorm storm”
collected recyclables from public bins around campus
cut discarded books from bindings
a laboratory for green living

the U.S. Green Building Council
the sun

geothermal heating

organic gardens

bamboo flooring

ENERGY STAR appliances
engineering

atmospheric science

policy studies

history

$7 500

@ Activity 4
(Open)

m Constructing the Project

8 @ Identifying research questions

(Open)
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9 @ Reading for research

@ Activity 1
(Open)

@ Activity 2

Wi B W N e

. Green Alert
. 4 sections

. To raise people’s awareness of protecting nature

2) Climate change will worsen food security.

. Rapid climate change may accelerate hunger, poverty and even social unrest.

. 1) Rapid climate change will threaten economic development.

3) Environmental stresses are likely to heighten social tensions.

4) A case in point: the world’s tropical rainforests

@ Activity 3

Reasons for Advocating a Green Economy

Green Tips

% Green-collar jobs could combat climate change.
Energy sources such as wind and solar do not
generate greenhduse gases.

¥ Energy prices are going up, greenhouse gases
are going up, and the economy is going down.

% The guaranteed market of renewable energy
means green tech start-ups grow faster and hire
more workers.

¥ Green jobs can revitalize whole communities.

¥ The resulting green economy can generate a lot
of good jobs at a far greater scale than a pollution-

based economy.

¥r Weatherizing homes and offices;

¢ Installing solar panels;

¥ Retrofitting factories with energy-efficient tech-
nologies;

¥ Cutting down on the number of loads of laundry;

7 Recycling towels and linens in hotels;

¥ Replacing vans / cars with earth friendlier natural
gas models;

¥ Buying “eco-approved” goods;

v¢ Having dinner in a “certified organic” restaurant;

¥¢ Unplugging electric appliances.

10

® Blogging yourself

(Open)

11

O Exhibiting your designs

@ Activity 1
(Open)
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@ Activity 2
(Open) )

@ Activity 3
(Open)

@ Activity 4
(Open)
12 @ Presenting your paper e A

(Open)

Background Information
1. Carbon footprint

E
ot [l
T

e
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document is not legally binding and does not contain any legally binding commitments for reducing
CO, emissions. Many countries and non-governmental organizations were opposed to this agreement,
but, throughout 2010, 138 countries had either formally signed on to agreement or signaled they
would.

3. Dust Bowl

The Dust Bowl, or the Dirty Thirties, was a period of _severe dust storms causing major ecological
and agricultural damage to American and Canadian prairie lands in the 1930s, particularly in 1934 and
1936. The phenomenon was caused by severe drought combined with farming methods that did not
include crop rotation, fallow fields, cover crops, soil terracing and wind-breaking trees to prevent wind
erosion.

During the drought of the 1930s, without natural anchors to keep the soil in place, it dried, turned
to dust, and blew away with the prevailing winds. At times, the clouds blackened the sky, reaching
all the way to East Coast cities such as New York and Washington, D.C. Much of the soil ended
up deposited in the Atlantic Ocean, carried by prevailing winds. Millions of acres of farmland were

damaged, and hundreds of thousands of people were forced to leave their homes.

4. Earth Day

Earth Day is an annual day on which events are held worldwide to increase awareness and
appreciation of the Earth’s natural environment. Earth Day is planned for April 22 in all years at least
through 2015. The April 22 date was designated as International Mother Earth Day by a consensus
resolution adopted by the United Nations in 2009. Earth Day is now coordinated globally by the
Earth Day Network, and is celebrated in more than 192 countries every year.

5. G20

The Group of Twenty Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors (also known as the G-20,
and Group of T;m_zgtg)‘i»s a group of finance ministers and central bank governors from 20 major
economies: 19 co&htries plus the European Union. The G20 heads of government or heads of state
have also periodically conferred at summits since their initial meeting in 2008.

 The G20 was proposed by former Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin as a forum for
cooperation and consultation on matters pertaining to the international financial system. The
‘group was formally inaugurated in September 1999, and held its first meeting in December 1999. It
studies, reviews, and promotes high-level discussion of policy issues pertaining to the promotion of
international financial stability, and seeks to address issues that go beyond the responsibilities of any
one organization.
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