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PREFACE

After its period of explosive growth in the 1960s and 1970s admini-
strative law may now be said to be settling down into a relatively
steady state as a coherent and, for the most part, well understood
subject. Even so, the rate of change is still such as to demand a new
edition of this work after only five years. Any one seeking to under-
stand the latest developments concerning error of law (p. 264) and
locus standi (p. 587) will see that the courts are still prone to give a
sudden twist to the kaleidoscope and so derange familiar patterns of
ideas. The major source of uncertainties is no longer the neglect of
fundamental doctrine but the propounding of imaginative judicial
theories for improving it. These do not make it easier to up-date a book
which aims to display the law as a clear and methodical structure. But
they show that the creative spirit is still at work, and that is a healthy
sign.

Lord Diplock recently described the progress of administrative law
as ‘the greatest achievement of the English courts in my judicial life-
time.”! Another memorable judicial lifetime, due to close almost as
these words are written, is that of the Master of the Rolls, Lord
Denning, whose immense contribution to the subject of this book is
attested by so many quotations and references throughout its pages.
Discriminatory though it is to mention particular judges, every student
of administrative law will recognise what has been done for it by Lord
Reid, Lord Denning and Lord Diplock, together with their colleagues.

I have tried to keep abreast of events down to the date of this
preface, but the exigencies of the proof stage have compelled me to be
selective with material arriving later than 12 January 1982. I owe a
special debt to Mr M. W. Sayers, Secretary of the Council on Tribunals,
who took much trouble to help me with the revision of the table of
tribunals at the end of chapter 23.

12 July 1982 H.W.R.W.
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