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PREFACE

The third edition of this text builds on the two
previous efforts to help support law students and
others who would like to acquaint themselves with
the key concepts of medical liability. We have main-
tained the basic structure of the first six chapters
which provide the reader with the core concepts and
issues that relate to the legal aspects of clinical
care. However, for this edition, we decided to sum-
marize the medical liability issues of both the insti-
tutional direct providers of care (‘‘hospitals’) to-
gether with the organizations that often combine
elements of both health care financing and patient
care (“managed care organizations”) because we
felt it would be useful to the reader to think about
health care organizations and their complexity as
they relate to institutional decisions that impact the
health of patients. We also renamed and reshaped
the final chapter which deals with some liability
issues tied to the “review of care’” as well as some
of the key issues under discussion concerning tort
reform.

We remain indebted to Professor Joseph H.
King Jr., who wrote the first Nutshell on medical
malpractice in 1977, and the thoughtful scheme
that he provided for summarizing the state of the
law in this area. Like Professor King, we remain
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PREFACE

hopeful that this book will help to remove some of
the mystery tied to this complex field of law.

We are also indebted to a number of dedicated
law and public health students enrolled in the
Northeastern University School of Law/Tufts Uni-
versity School of Medicine dual JD/MPH program.
They not only provided research and writing assis-
tance for this third edition but also some contribut-
ed some thoughtful guidance on what would likely
be useful to the reader.

Marcia M. BoumiL
Paur A. HatTis

Boston, Massachusetts
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