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International Law and
Post-Conflict Reconstruction
Policy

The trend for international engagement in post-conflict reconstruction has pro-
duced a host of best-practice postulates on topics such as local involvement in
decision making, accountability for past atrocities, sensitivity to context, and the
construction of democratic institutions of governance. International law has
potential relevance for many of these themes, vet the question of how the imple-
mentation of best-practice policy recommendations might be affected by interna-
tional law remains under-examined.

This book offers a fuller understanding of the role of international law in the
practice of post-conflict reconstruction. It explores how international legal issues
that arise in the post-conflict period relate to a number of strands of the policy
debate, including government creation, constitution-making, gender policy, pro-
vision of security, justice for past atrocities, rule of law development, economic
recovery, returning displaced persons, and responsibilities of international actors.

The chapters of the book work to reveal the extent to which international law
figures in the policy of internationally enabled post-conflict reconstruction across
a range of sectors. They also highlight the scope for international law to be har-
nessed in a more effective manner from the perspective of the transition to peace
and stability. The book lays out a basis for future policy making on post-conflict
reconstruction; one that is informed about the international legal parameters, and
more aware of how international law can be utilised to promote key objectives.

Matthew Saul is a post-doctoral research fellow at the University of Oslo,
Norway.

James A Sweeney is a Professor of Internatonal Law at Lancaster University, UK.
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