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Preface Kaneko Shuya

Executive Director of Japan Package Design Association for 1998-99

The Japan Package Designers Association (JPDA) publishes this book every two
years. The publication of this issue falls in the year 2000. A millennium is a
short period of time comparing to the 4.6 billion years of history of the earth,
and 30 million years of human history. Two years between the publication of
this book mean just a moment.

Even so, even a year or two years are essential. A long history consists of the
layers of one year upon another. In this sense, the advancements that we make
every year become important for us, not to mention what occurs in a millenni-
um. Entry into the third millennium gives us a good chance to be aware of a
clear punctuation in history.

This book is designed to offer a medium to JPDA members who desire to repre-
sent the works of their choice by paying a participation fee. In other words,
the book is a record of package design in Japan, each issue showing members'
assertions through packages for a two year slice of time.

It was the latter half of the 20th century that industrial design of today reached
its prime. However, in the Heian Era, 1000 years ago, there was already an
established culture of wrapping. The wrapping culture has evolved over the
centuries, and the traditional wrapping is still alive today.

Now at the turn of the century when the tide of social change is surging more
dramatically, into what directions are Japanese package design and package
designers going? What is the direction that we should head for?

It will be our greatest pleasure if the readers can find a hint in this book. ’
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