i)
‘//.ml

CLASSIC SE &IN5
IN SOCIOLOGY

Eve L. Howard

SEcCoND EDITION



s

Classic Readings
in Sociology

Second Edition

Eve L. Howard

VWADSWORTH
_—_*__

THOMSON LEARNING

Australia » Canada » Mexico * Singapore * Spain
United Kingdom * United States



WADSWORTH

—— -

THOMSON LEARNING

Sociology Publisher: Eve Howard

Assistant Editor: Analie Barnett

Sr. Editorial Assistant: Stephanie M. Monzon
Marketing Manager: Matthew Wnght
Marketing Assistant: Kasia Zagorski

Project Manager, Editorial Production: Teri Hyde

COPYRIGHT © 2002 Wadsworth Group. Wadsworth
is an imprint of the Wadsworth Group. a division of
Thomson Learning, Inc. Thomson LenmingTM is a trade-
mark used herein under license.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this work cov-
ered by the copyright hereon may be reproduced or
used in any form or by any means—graphic, electronic,
or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, tap-
ing, Web distribution, or information storage and
retrieval systems—without the written permission of the

publisher.

Printed in Canada
34567 05040302

For permission to use material from this text, contact
us by Web: http://www.thomsonrights.com
Fax: 1-800-730-2215 Phone: 1-800-730-2214

ISBN (-534-58765-8

Print/Media Buyer: Tandra Jorgensen

Text and Cover Designer: Harold Burch
Cover Image: © Hulton Getty/Liaison Agency
Cover Printer: Webcom

Compositor: Bookcomp, Inc.

Printer: Webcom

Wadsworth/Thomson Learning
10 Davis Drive

Belmont, CA 94002-3098

USA

For more information about our products, contact us:
Thomson Learning Academic Resource Center
1-800-423-0563

htep://www.wadsworth.com

International Headquarters
Thomson Learning
International Division

290 Harbor Drive, 2nd Floor
Stamford, CT 06902-7477
USA

UK/Europe/Middle East/South Africa
Thomson Learning

Berkshire House

168-173 High Holborn

London WCI1V 7AA

United Kingdom

Asia

Thomson Learning

60 Albert Street, #15-01
Albert Complex
Singapore 189969

Canada

Nelson Thomson Learning
1120 Birchmount Road
Toronto, Ontario MIK 5G4
Canada



ot

Preface

lassic Readings in Sociology has been carefully designed to include se-

lections that teachers of introductory sociology most often want their stu-

dents to read. The articles were selected to represent sociological thought
that has endured to become classic in the field. You will find contemporary pieces
that have attained classic status, in my opinion. The low price of this collection
makes it an ideal accompaniment to a standard textbook—or, for instructors who
don’t use a text, this reader (perhaps used with a selection of other books) gives
students a strong introduction to the foundation of the field.

The articles were chosen after reviewing the results of an extensive survey of
instructors from across the United States. Included are excerpts from timeless,
well-known works such as C. Wright Mills’s “The Promise of Sociology” and
Peter Berger’s “Invitation to Sociology™ as well as selections from highly regard-
ed contemporary writings like Jonathan Kozols “Savage Inequalities” and
George Ritzer’s “The McDonaldization of Society.”” These works help students
to develop a sense of the nature of the discipline and its history, and expose them
to original thinking and analysis.

The collection includes readings that can accompany each part of an intro-
ductory course. For instance, Peter Berger’s “Invitation to Sociology™ provides a
perfect way to introduce the nature of sociology to students. “The Self” by
George Herbert Mead, can easily supplement a discussion of socialization; an
excerpt from Millss “The Power Elite” can augment work on the political
world. The articles can promote stimulating classroom discussions and form the
basis for engaging writing assignments. Most important, the articles provide the
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tools to help students understand how sociologists think, and they lay the foun-
dation for future reading and learning.

Classic Readings in Sociology includes several additional helpful ele-
ments. A full glossary of sociological terms will especially benefit instructors
who choose to use this collection without an accompanying textbook. Web site
links are provided to help students and instructors access recent data and infor-
mation. These links can provide another way to prompt classroom discussion,
connect the classic articles to more recent writings, and supplement research for
a written paper or exercise.

What is new in the second edition? The first edition of this small collec-
tion generated amazing interest and positive feedback, as well as suggestions to
add female authors and cover more introductory topics such as methods, gender,
and family issues. These topics were missing from the first edition. To honor
these requests, and in an effort to cover all core topics of the introductory
course, we have added three articles to the second edition: Daniel Huft’s classic
“How to Lie with Statistics,” Jessie Bernard’s compelling “The Future of
Marriage,” and Rosabeth Moss Kanter’s timely and relevant “Men and Women
in the Corporation.” To make room for these new articles and keep the reader
affordable, we eliminated two articles that were reported by instructors to be the
least used. Ongoing feedback is welcome. Please email me with any comments.

Eve Howard
Publisher, Wadsworth
eve.howard@wadsworth.com
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The Promise of Sociology

C. Wright Mills

owadays men often feel that their private

lives are a series of traps. They sense that
within their everyday worlds, they cannot over-
come their troubles, and in this feeling, they are
often quite correct: What ordinary men are di-
rectly aware of and what they try to do are
bounded by the private orbits in which they live;
their visions and their powers are limited to the
close-up scenes of job, family, neighborhood; in
other milieux, they move vicariously and remain
spectators. And the more aware they become,
however vaguely, of ambitions and of threats
which transcend their immediate locales, the
more trapped they seem to feel.

Underlying this sense of being trapped are
seemingly impersonal changes in the very struc-
ture of continent-wide societies. The facts of
contemporary history are also facts about the
success and the failure of individual men and
women. When a society is industrialized, a peas-
ant becomes a worker; a feudal lord is liquidated
or becomes a businessman. When classes rise or
fall, a man is employed or unemployed; when the
rate of investment goes up or down, a man takes
new heart or goes broke. When wars happen, an

insurance salesman becomes a rocket launcher; a
store clerk, a radar man; a wife lives alone; a child
grows up without a father. Neither the life of an
individual nor the history of a society can be un-
derstood without understanding both.

Yet men do not usually define the troubles
they endure in terms of historical change and in-
stitutional contradiction. The well-being they
enjoy, they do not usually impute to the big ups
and downs of the societies in which they live.
Seldom aware of the intricate connection be-
tween the patterns of their own lives and the
course of world history, ordinary men do not
usually know what this connection means for the
kinds of men they are becoming and for the
kinds of history-making in which they might
take part. They do not possess the quality of
mind essential to grasp the interplay of man and
society, or biography and history, of self and
world. They cannot cope with their personal
troubles in such ways as to control the structural
transformations that usually lie behind them.

Surely it is no wonder. In what period have
so many men been so totally exposed at so fast a
pace to such earthquakes of change? That

1



2 C. WRIGHT MILLS

Americans have not known such catastrophic
changes as have the men and women of other so-
cieties is due to historical facts that are now
quickly becoming “merely history.” The history
that now affects every man is world history.
Within this scene and this period, in the course
of a single generation, one-sixth of mankind is
transformed from all that is feudal and backward
into all that is modern, advanced, and fearful.
Political colonies are freed; new and less visible
forms of imperialism installed. Revolutions
occur; men feel the intimate grip of new kinds
of authority. Totalitarian societies rise, and are
smashed to bits—or succeed fabulously. After
two centuries of ascendancy, capitalism is shown
up as only one way to make society into an
industrial apparatus. After two centuries of hope,
even formal democracy is restricted to a quite
small portion of mankind. Everywhere in the
underdeveloped world, ancient ways of life are
broken up and vague expectations become
urgent demands. Everywhere in the overdevel-
oped world, the means of authority and of vio-
lence become total in scope and bureaucratic in
form. Humanity itself now lies before us, the
super-nation at either pole concentrating its most
coordinated and massive efforts upon the prepa-
ration of World War Three.

The very shaping of history now outpaces
the ability of men to orient themselves in accor-
dance with cherished values. And which values?
Even when they do not panic, men often sense
that older ways of feeling and thinking have col-
lapsed and that newer beginnings are ambiguous
to the point of moral stasis. Is it any wonder that
ordinary men feel they cannot cope with the
larger worlds with which they are so suddenly
confronted? That they cannot understand the
meaning of their epoch for their own lives?
That—in defense of selfhood—they become
morally insensible, trying to remain altogether
private men? Is it any wonder that they come to
be possessed by a sense of the trap?

It is not only information that they need—in
this Age of Fact, information often dominates
their attention and overwhelms their capacities
to assimilate it. It is not only the skills of reason

that they need—although their struggles to acquire
these often exhaust their limited moral energy.

What they need, and what they feel they
need, is a quality of mind that will help them to
use information and to develop reason in order
to achieve lucid summations of what is going on
in the world and of what may be happening
within themselves. It is this quality, I am going
to contend, that journalists and scholars, artists
and publics, scientists and editors are coming to
expect of what may be called the sociological
imagination.

The sociological imagination enables its
possessor to understand the larger historical
scene in terms of its meaning for the inner life
and the external career of a variety of individu-
als. It enables him to take into account how in-
dividuals, in the welter of their daily experience,
often become falsely conscious of their social
positions. Within that welter, the framework of
modern society is sought, and within that
framework the psychologies of a variety of men
and women are formulated. By such means the
personal uneasiness of individuals is focused
upon explicit troubles and the indifference of
publics is transformed into involvement with
public issues.

The first fruit of this imagination—and the
first lesson of the social science that embodies
it—is the idea that the individual can understand
his own experience and gauge his own fate only
by locating himself within his period, that he can
know his own chances in life by becoming aware
of those of all individuals in his circumstances. In
many ways it is a terrible lesson; in many ways a
magnificent one. We do not know the limits of
man’s capacities for supreme effort or willing
degradation, for agony or glee, for pleasurable
brutality or the sweetness of reason. But in our
time we have come to know that the limits of
“human nature” are frighteningly broad. We
have come to know that every individual lives,
from one generation to the next, in some soci-
ety; that he lives out a biography, and that he
lives it out within some historical sequence. By
the fact of his living he contributes, however
minutely, to the shaping of this society and to the
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course of its history, even as he is made by soci-
ety and by its historical push and shove.

The sociological imagination enables us to
grasp history and biography and the relations be-
tween the two within society. That is its task and
its promise. To recognize this task and this
promise is the mark of the classic social analyst.
It is characteristic of Herbert Spencer—turgid,
polysyllabic, comprehensive; of E. A. Ross—
graceful, muckraking, upright; of August Comte
and Emile Durkheim; of the intricate and subtle
Karl Mannheim. It is the quality of all that is in-
tellectually excellent in Karl Marx; it is the clue
to Thorstein Veblen’s brilliant and ironic insight,
to Joseph Schumpeter’s many-sided construc-
tions of reality; it is the basis of the psychological
sweep of W. E. H. Lecky no less than of the pro-
fundity and clarity of Max Weber. And it is the
signal of what is best in contemporary studies of
man and society.

No social study that does not come back to
the problems of biography, of history, and of
their intersections within a society has com-
pleted its intellectual journey. Whatever the
specific problems of the classic social analysts,
however limited or however broad the features
of social reality they have examined, those who
have been imaginatively aware of the promise of
their work have consistently asked three sorts of
questions:

(1) What 1s the structure of this particular so-
ciety as a whole? What are its essential compo-
nents, and how are they related to one another?
How does it differ from other varieties of social
order? Within it, what is the meaning of any par-
ticular feature for its continuance and for its
change?

(2) Where does this society stand in human
history? What are the mechanics by which it is
changing? What is its place within and its mean-
ing for the development of humanity as a whole?
How does any particular feature we are examin-
ing affect, and how is it affected by, the historical
period in which it moves? And this period—
what are its essential features? How does it differ
from other periods? What are its characteristic
ways of history-making?

(3) What varieties of men and women now
prevail in this society and in this period? And
what varieties are coming to prevail? In what
ways are they selected and formed, liberated and
repressed, made sensitive and blunted? What
kinds of “human nature” are revealed in the con-
duct and character we observe in this society in
this period? And what is the meaning for
“human nature” of each and every feature of the
society we are examining?

Whether the point of interest is a great power
state or a minor literary mood, a family, a prison,
a creed—these are the kinds of questions the best
social analysts have asked. They are the intellec-
tual pivots of classic studies of man in society—
and they are questions inevitably raised by any
mind possessing the sociological imagination.
For that imagination is the capacity to shift from
one perspective to another—from the political
to the psychological; from examination of a sin-
gle family to comparative assessment of the na-
tional budgets of the world; from the theological
school to the military establishment; from con-
siderations of an oil industry to studies of con-
temporary poetry. It is the capacity to range from
the most impersonal and remote transformations
to the most intimate features of the human self—
and to see the relations between the two. Back
of its use there is always the urge to know the so-
cial and historical meaning of the individual in
the society and in the period in which he has his
quality and his being.

That, in brief, is why it is by means of the so-
ciological imagination that men now hope to
grasp what is going on in the world, and to un-
derstand what is happening in themselves as
minute points of the intersections of biography
and history within society. In large part, contem-
porary man’s self-conscious view of himself as at
least an outsider, if not a permanent stranger,
rests upon an absorbed realization of social rela-
tivity and of the transformative power of history.
The sociological imagination is the most fruitful
form of this self-consciousness. By its use men
whose mentalities have swept only a series of
limited orbits often come to feel as if suddenly
awakened in a house with which they had only
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supposed themselves to be familiar. Correctly or
incorrectly, they often come to feel that they can
now provide themselves with adequate summa-
tions, cohesive assessments, comprehensive ori-
entations. Older decisions that once appeared
sound now seem to them products of a mind un-
accountably dense. Their capacity for astonish-
ment is made lively again. They acquire a new
way of thinking, they experience a transvalua-
tion of values: In a word, by their reflection and
by their sensibility, they realize the cultural
meaning of the social sciences.

Perhaps the most fruitful distinction with
which the sociological imagination works is be-
tween “the personal troubles of milieu” and “the
public issues of social structure.” This distinction
is an essential tool of the sociological imagination
and a feature of all classic work in social science.

Tioubles occur within the character of the in-
dividual and within the range of his immediate
relations with others; they have to do with his
self and with those limited areas of social life of
which he is directly and personally aware. Ac-
cordingly, the statement and the resolution of
troubles properly lie within the individual as a
biographical entity and within the scope of this
immediate milieu—the social setting that is di-
rectly open to his personal experience and to
some extent his willful activity. A trouble is a pri-
vate matter: Values cherished by an individual are
felt by him to be threatened.

Issues have to do with matters that transcend
these local environments of the individual and
the range of his inner life. They have to do with
the organization of many such milieux into the
institutions of an historical society as a whole,
with the ways in which various milieux overlap
and interpenetrate to form the larger structure of
social and historical life. An issue is a public mat-
ter: Some value cherished by publics is felt to be
threatened. Often there is a debate about what
that value really is and about what it is that really
threatens it. This debate is often without focus if
only because it is the very nature of an issue, un-
like even widespread trouble, that it cannot very
well be defined in terms of the immediate and

everyday environments of ordinary men. An
issue, in fact, often involves a crisis in institu-
tional arrangements, and often too it involves
what Marxists call “contradictions” or “antago-
nisms.”

In these terms, consider unemployment.
When, in a city of 100,000, only one man is un-
employed, that is his personal trouble, and for its
relief we properly look to the character of the
man, his skills, and his immediate opportunities.
But when in a nation of 50 million employees,
15 million men are unemployed, that is an issue,
and we may not hope to find its solution within
the range of opportunities open to any one indi-
vidual. The very structure of opportunities has
collapsed. Both the correct statement of the
problem and the range of possible solutions re-
quire us to consider the economic and political
institutions of the society, and not merely the
personal situation and character of a scatter of
individuals.

Consider war. The personal problem of war,
when it occurs, may be how to survive it or how
to die in it with honor; how to make money out
of it; how to climb into the higher safety of the
military apparatus; or how to contribute to the
war’s termination. In short, according to one’s
values, to find a set of milieux and within it to
survive the war or make one’s death in it mean-
ingful. But the structural issues of war have to do
with its causes; with what types of men it throws
up into command; with its effects upon eco-
nomic and political, family and religious institu-
tions, with the unorganized irresponsibility of a
world of nation-states.

Consider marriage. Inside a marriage a man
and a woman may experience personal troubles,
but when the divorce rate during the first four
years of marriage is 250 out of every 1,000 at-
tempts, this is an indication of a structural issue
having to do with the institutions of marriage
and the family and other institutions that bear
upon them.

Or consider the metropolis—the horrible,
beautiful, ugly, magnificent sprawl of the great
city. For many upper-class people, the personal
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solution to “the problem of the city” is to have
an apartment with private garage under it in the
heart of the city and, forty miles out, a house by
Henry Hill, garden by Garrett Eckbo, on a hun-
dred acres of private land. In these two controlled
environments—with a small staft at each end and
a private helicopter connection—most people
could solve many of the problems of personal
milieux caused by the facts of the city. But all
this, however splendid, does not solve the public
issues that the structural fact of the city poses.
What should be done with this wonderful mon-
strosity? Break it up into scattered units, com-
bining residence and work? Refurbish it as it
stands? Or, after evacuation, dynamite it and
build new cities according to new plans in new
places? What should those plans be? And who is
to decide and to accomplish whatever choice is
made? These are structural issues; to confront
them and to solve them requires us to consider
political and economic issues that affect innu-
merable milieu.

Insofar as an economy is so arranged that
slumps occur, the problem of unemployment be-
comes incapable of personal solution. Insofar as
war is inherent in the nation-state system and in
the uneven industrialization of the world, the or-
dinary individual in his restricted milieu will be
powerless—with or without psychiatric aid—to
solve the troubles this system or lack of system
imposes upon him. Insofar as the family as an in-
stitution turns women into darling little slaves
and men into their chief providers and unweaned
dependents, the problem of a satisfactory mar-
riage remains incapable of purely private solu-
tion. Insofar as the overdeveloped megalopolis
and the overdeveloped automobile are built-in
features of the overdeveloped society, the issues
of urban living will not be solved by personal in-
genuity and private wealth.

What we experience in various and specific
milieux, I have noted, is often caused by struc-
tural changes. Accordingly, to understand the
changes of many personal milieux we are re-
quired to look beyond them. And the number
and variety of such structural changes increase as
the institutions within which we live become
more embracing and more intricately connected
with one another. To be aware of the idea of so-
cial structure and to use it with sensibility is to
be capable of tracing such linkages among a great
variety of milieux. To be able to do that is to
possess the sociological imagination....

Credit: From The Sociology Imagination by
C. Wright Mills, © 2000 by Oxford University
Press, Inc. Used by permission of Oxford Univer-
sity Press, Inc.

Suggested Web URLSs for further study:

http:/ /wwnw.ac.wnn.edu /~stephan /timeline. html
This web site contains a basic timeline of impor-
tant people and papers in sociology beginning
from its basis in philosophy.

http:/ /uwnw.socioweb.com /~markbl /socioweb /
Independent guide to Sociological Resources on
the web.

; .
InfoTrac College Edition:
You can find further relevant readings on the

World Wide Web at
http:/ /sociology.wadsworth.com

Virtual Society

For further information on this subject including
links to relevant web sites, go to the Wadsworth
Sociology homepage at

http:/ /sociology.wadsworth.com
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Invitation to Sociology

Peter L. Berger

It can be said that the first wisdom of
» » » Isociology is this—things are not what
they seem. This too is a deceptively simple state-
ment. It ceases to be simple after a while. Social
reality turns out to have many layers of meaning.
The discovery of each new layer changes the per-
ception of the whole.

Anthropologists use the term “culture shock”
to describe the impact of a totally new culture
upon a newcomer. In an extreme instance such
shock will be experienced by the Western ex-
plorer who is told, halfway through dinner, that
he is eating the nice old lady he had been chat-
ting with the previous day—a shock with pre-
dictable physiological if not moral consequences.
Most explorers no longer encounter cannibalism
in their travels today. However, the first encoun-
ters with polygamy or with puberty rites or even
with the way some nations drive their automo-
biles can be quite a shock to an American visi-
tor. With the shock may go not only disapproval
or disgust but a sense of excitement that things
can really be that different from what they are at
home. To some extent, at least, this is the excite-

6

ment of any first travel abroad. The experience
of sociological discovery could be described as
“culture shock”™ minus geographical displace-
ment. In other words, the sociologist travels at
home—with shocking results. He is unlikely to
find that he is eating a nice old lady for dinner.
But the discovery, for instance, that his own
church has considerable money invested in the
missile industry or that a few blocks from his
home there are people who engage in cultic or-
gies may not be drastically different in emotional
impact. Yet we would not want to imply that so-
ciological discoveries are always or even usually
outrageous to moral sentiment. Not at all. What
they have in common with exploration in dis-
tant lands, however, is the sudden illumination
of new and unsuspected facets of human exis-
tence in society. This i1s the excitement and, as
we shall try to show later, the humanistic justifi-
cation of sociology.

People who like to avoid shocking discover-
ies, who prefer to believe that society is just what
they were taught in Sunday school, who like
the safety of the rules and the maxims of what
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Alfred Schuetz has called the “world-taken-
for-granted,” should stay away from sociology.
People who feel no temptation before closed
doors, who have no curiosity about human be-
ings, who are content to admire scenery without
wondering about the people who live in those
houses on the other side of that river, should
probably also stay away from sociology. They will
find it unpleasant or, at any rate, unrewarding.
People who are interested in human beings only
if they can change, convert, or reform them
should also be warned, for they will find sociol-
ogy much less useful than they hoped. And
people whose interest is mainly in their own
conceptual constructions will do just as well to
turn to the study of little white mice. Sociology
will be satisfying, in the long run, only to those
who can think of nothing more entrancing than
to watch men and to understand things human....

To ask sociological questions, then, presup-
poses that one is interested in looking some dis-
tance beyond the commonly accepted or
officially defined goals of human actions. It pre-
supposes a certain awareness that human events
have different levels of meaning, some of which
are hidden from the consciousness of everyday
life. It may even presuppose a measure of suspi-
cion about the way in which human events are
officially interpreted by the authorities, be they
political, juridical, or religious in character. If
one is willing to go as far as that, it would seem
evident that not all historical circumstances are
equally favorable for the development of socio-
logical perspective.

It would appear plausible, in consequence,
that sociological thought would have the best
chance to develop in historical circumstances
marked by severe jolts to the self-conception, es-
pecially the official and authoritative and gener-
ally accepted self-conception of a culture. It is
only in such circumstances that perceptive men
are likely to be motivated to think beyond the
assertions of this self-conception and, as a result,
question the authorities. ...

Sociological perspective can then be under-
stood in terms of such phrases as “seeing

EERNT3

through,” “looking behind,” very much as such
phrases would be employed in common
speech—"seeing through his game,” “looking
behind the scenes”—in other words, “being up
on all the tricks.”

...We could think of this in terms of a com-
mon experience of people living in large cities.
One of the fascinations of a large city is the im-
mense variety of human activities taking place
behind the seemingly anonymous and endlessly
undifferentiated rows of houses. A person who
lives in such a city will time and again experi-
ence surprise or even shock as he discovers the
strange pursuits that some men engage in quite
unobtrusively in houses that, from the outside,
look like all the others on a certain street. Hav-
ing had this experience once or twice, one will
repeatedly find oneself walking down a street,
perhaps late in the evening, and wondering what
may be going on under the bright lights show-
ing through a line of drawn curtains. An ordi-
nary family engaged in pleasant talk with guests?
A scene of desperation amid illness or death? Or
a scene of debauched pleasures? Perhaps a strange
cult or a dangerous conspiracy? The facades of
the houses cannot tell us, proclaiming nothing
but an architectural conformity to the tastes of
some group or class that may not even inhabit
the street any longer. The social mysteries lie be-
hind the facades. The wish to penetrate to these
mysteries is an analogon to sociological curiosity.
In some cities that are suddenly struck by
calamity this wish may be abruptly realized.
Those who have experienced wartime bombings
know of the sudden encounters with unsus-
pected (and sometimes unimaginable) fellow
tenants in the air-raid shelter of one’s apartment
building. Or they can recollect the startling
morning sight of a house hit by a bomb during
the night, neatly sliced in half, the facade torn
away and the previously hidden interior merci-
lessly revealed in the daylight. But in most cities
that one may normally live in, the facades must
be penetrated by one’s own inquisitive intrusions.
Similarly, there are historical situations in which
the facades of society are violently torn apart and
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all but the most incurious are forced to see that
there was a reality behind the facades all along.
Usually this does not happen, and the facades
continue to confront us with seemingly rocklike
permanence. The perception of the reality be-
hind the facades then demands a considerable in-
tellectual effort.

A few examples of the way in which sociol-
ogy “looks behind” the facades of social struc-
tures might serve to make our argument clearer.
Take, for instance, the political organization of a
community. If one wants to find out how a
modern American city is governed, it is very
easy to get the official information about this
subject. The city will have a charter, operating
under the laws of the state. With some advice
from informed individuals, one may look up
various statues that define the constitution of the
city. Thus one may find out that this particular
community has a city-manager form of adminis-
tration, or that party affiliations do not appear
on the ballot in municipal elections, or that the
city government participates in a regional water
district. In similar fashion, with the help of some
newspaper reading, one may find out the offi-
cially recognized political problems of the com-
munity. One may read that the city plans to
annex a certain suburban area, or that there has
been a change in the zoning ordinances to facil-
itate industrial development in another area, or
even that one of the members of the city coun-
cil has been accused of using his office for per-
sonal gain. All such matters still occur on the, as
it were, visible, official, or public level of politi-
cal life. However, it would be an exceedingly
naive person who would believe that this kind
of information gives him a rounded picture of
the political reality of that community. The so-
ciologist will want to know above all the con-
stituency of the “informal power structure” (as
it has been called by Floyd Hunter, an American
sociologist interested in such studies), which is a
configuration of men and their power that can-
not be found in any statutes, and probably can-
not be read about in the newspapers. The
political scientist or the legal expert might find

it very interesting to compare the city charter
with the constitutions of other similar commu-
nities. The sociologist will be far more con-
cerned with discovering the way in which
powerful vested interests influence or even con-
trol the actions of officials elected under the
charter. These vested interests will not be found
in city hall, but rather in the executive suites of
corporations that may not even be located in
that community, in the private mansions of a
handful of powerful men, perhaps in the offices
of certain labor unions, or even, in some in-
stances, in the headquarters of criminal organi-
zations. When the sociologist concerns himself
with power, he will “look behind” the official
mechanisms that are supposed to regulate power
in the community. This does not necessarily
mean that he will regard the official mechanisms
as totally ineffective or their legal definition as
totally illusionary. But at the very least he will
insist that there is another level of reality to be
investigated in the particular system of power. In
some cases he might conclude that to look for
real power in the publicly recognized places is
quite delusional....

Let us take one further example. In Western
countries, and especially in America, it is as-
sumed that men and women marry because they
are in love. There is a broadly based popular
mythology about the character of love as a vio-
lent, irresistible emotion that strikes where it
will, a mystery that is the goal of most young
people and often of the not-so-young as well. As
soon as one investigates, however, which people
actually marry each other, one finds that the
lightning-shaft of Cupid seems to be guided
rather strongly within very definite channels of
class, income, education, [and] racial and reli-
gious background. If one then investigates a little
further into the behavior that is engaged in prior
to marriage under the rather misleading eu-
phemism of “courtship,” one finds channels of
interaction that are often rigid to the point of
ritual. The suspicion begins to dawn on one that,
most of the time, it is not so much the emotion
of love that creates a certain kind of relationship,
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but that carefully predefined and often planned
relationships eventually generate the desired
emotion. In other words, when certain condi-
tions are met or have been constructed, one al-
lows oneself “to fall in love.” The sociologist
investigating our patterns of “courtship™ and
marriage soon discovers a complex web of mo-
tives related in many ways to the entire institu-
tional structure within which an individual lives
his life—class, career, economic ambition, aspi-
rations of power and prestige. The miracle of
love now begins to look somewhat synthetic.
Again, this need not mean in any given instance
that the sociologist will declare the romantic in-
terpretation to be an illusion. But, once more,
he will look beyond the immediately given and
publicly approved interpretations....

We would contend, then, that there is a de-
bunking motif inherent in sociological con-
sciousness. The sociologist will be driven time
and again, by the very logic of his discipline, to
debunk the social systems he is studying. This
unmasking tendency need not necessarily be due
to the sociologist’s temperament or inclinations.
Indeed, it may happen that the sociologist, who
as an individual may be of a conciliatory disposi-
tion and quite disinclined to disturb the com-
fortable assumptions on which he rests his own
social existence, is nevertheless compelled by
what he is doing to fly in the face of what those
around him take for granted. In other words, we
would contend that the roots of the debunking
motif in sociology are not psychological but
methodological. The sociological frame of refer-
ence, with its built-in procedure of looking for

levels of reality other than those given in the of-
ficial interpretations of society, carries with it a
logical imperative to unmask the pretensions and
the propaganda by which men cloak their ac-
tions with each other. This unmasking impera-
tive is one of the characteristics of sociology
particularly at home in the temper of the mod-
ern era...

Credit: From An Invitation to Sociology by Peter
Berger, © 1963 by Peter L. Berger. Used by per-
mission of Doubleday, a division of Random
House, Inc.
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