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Series editors’ preface

In recent years, a growing body of literature has begun to refer to the
‘criminalization” of migration. Nonetheless, we know surprisingly little about the
extent or nature of this phenomenon. Ana Aliverti’s book, Crimes of Mobility,
addresses this gap, documenting the changing legal landscape in the UK and
exploring the impact of such changes empirically, in the courts. This approach
enables Aliverti to examine the intricate dynamics between the expressive and the
instrumental functions of criminal law, and to identify some surprising findings.
Notwithstanding apparent legislative enthusiasm for criminalizing migration,
relatively few of these offences are enforced in the courts. The legislative ‘bark’,
in other words, often overstates its actual ‘bite’.

Why and how immigration-related activities are punished lie at the heart of the
transformations of criminal law under conditions of globalization. As such, Crimes
of Mobility should be of interest to a variety of scholars, not only those with an
explicit interest in criminal and immigration law, but also to students of
criminology and migration studies, and those with an interest in globalization more
generally. The proliferation of immigration crimes lies at the gist of ethical issues
raised by the use of coercive sovereign power over migrant populations. It is
therefore appropriate in many ways that Crimes of Mobility should be one of the
first books in the Criminal Justice, Borders and Citizenship series. We hope and
trust that the series will continue in this mode, both when it comes to the level of
excellence and its thematic engagement with debates about the nature of
contemporary justice, citizenship and rights.

Katja Franko Aas
Mary Bosworth
Sharon Pickering

January 2013
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