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To the Reader

When I started editing this book I décided to call it
“Let’s Get Closer.’”” 1 believed then and I believe now
that this collection of works by Chinese and foreign
authors will interest readers outside China, since the
friendship between Chinese women and their sisters all
over the world is deepening. I have managed to finish
compiling and editing this book before the Fourth World
Conference on Women in September 1995. Right now,
thousands of people are preparing to come to Beijing,
most of whom share a great interest in China and Chinese
women in particular. I am hoping to receive comments
about the book from them.

As an editor with the English magazine Women of
China, 1 will never forget the beautiful spring day in
1991, when I took over the column “Friendship Ex-
changes '’ and left Bejjing for Tianjin to solicit contribu-
tions from foreign friends living, working and studying
there.

On that fine afternoon, I met Yasuko Nojima from
Japan at her dormitory in Nankai University. She had
long, straight hair, wore glasses and could speak fluent
Chinese, as well as a little English. Our conversation was
friendly and cheerful. She was studying Chinese history at
the university, supported by her parents. She mentioned
her mother, an educated carcer woman who had al-
ways shown concern for women’s issues. So I asked
Yasuko to ask her mother to write an article to contribute
to our magazine.

Before long, Yasuko Nojima wrote to me, saying
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that her mother, Reiko Nojima, had accepted my invita-
tion. Yasuko offered to translate her mother’s article
from Japanese to Chinese for me, so that I could trans-
late the Chinese into English for the magazine. For the
next six months I communicated with Reiko Nojima
through her daughter about her article— its content, style
and the accompanying artwork. Finally the article
“Having My Daughter Go to China’’ (see page 181 of
this book) was published in the September 1992 issue of
Women of China to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the re-
establishment of diplomatic relations between China and
Japan.

When I informed Yasuko Nojima of the news on the
telephone, she had just completed her studies at Tianjin
and was getting ready to return to Japan. “My mother
will always remember this,’’ she said with emotion.

However, my experiences are by no means unique to
the staff of Women of China. In the past, senior editors
have done this kind of work for many years and re-
ports about friendship between Chinese women and their
sisters all over the world have been regularly published in
our magazine since it was established in January 1956.

The 60 articles that make up this book were
mostly written in English. Some were written in
Chinese and then translated into English by our staff
members. Read as a whole, they illustrate the great
changes that have been taking place in China— the
result of the policies of reform and opening to the outside
world implemented since 1979. The authors, both from
China and from other countries and regions throughout
the world, include a professor, an official, a writer, an art-
ist, an athlete, a publisher, a journalist, a tourist, a col-
lege student, a social activist, an entrepreneur.’s wife, an
ambassador’s wife and others. Most of the authors are
women, but there are also some articles written by men
who are concerned with women’s issues. Through the
eyes of these people, readers will perhaps get a glimpse of
how Chinese women have broadened their outlook during
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this period of reform and opening to the outside world.
Readers will come to understand how Chinese women are
playing an increasingly important role in international af-
fairs, how people outside China view modern Chinese
women and how Chinese women and their sisters all over
the world can learn from and support each other, ac-
cepting challenges together.

International friendship requires the help of the me-
dia. Women of China has attempted to cultivate this
friendship for many years. I sincerely hope this book
can contribute.

Zhao Ning
Spring, 1995






Hopes for the Rebirth of
“Women of China’’

Soong Ching Ling

Honorary President of
the All-China Women’s Federation

It is with immense pleasure that 1 greet the
reappearance of Women of China in this propitious spring
of 1979 which finds an inspired people firmly embarked
on a new Long March to modernize their country.

I recall with pleasure, too, the debut of Women of
China. That was in 1956, only a few years after liberation
had come to our people. People’s China, then, was at
once new and old; new in the sense of the people
becoming masters of the country led by the Chinese Com-
munist Party; old in terms of its long civilization. Beyond
her borders China was little understood. The world
wanted to know how our people fared, how they lived
and worked under the new system, how, in other words,
they would build China into a socialist country and ce-
ment the ties of friendship with the people of other lands.

Women of China, an English periodical, along with
the foreign-language editions of other periodicals, each in
their own way initially met that need with some success,
and were improving.

But a curtain of silence descended over much of
China’s publishing world. Publication after publication,
Women of China among them, folded up in the days when
Lin Biao and the “gang of four’’ held sway. This power-
drunk coterie had their own axe to grind, and not only re-
duced China politically and economically to shambles but
blocked the advance of a several-thousand-year-old culture
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as well. But the laws of history prove that the intrigues of
such dregs of mankind always come to an ignominious
end. In October 1976, the Chinese people got rid of the
“gang of four’ and this triumph led to a resuscitation
of what had for a decade or so been a cultural
“wasteland.”’ Thus the way was paved for the rebirth of
Women of China.

Today, a nation of 800 million strong is, to use our
own popular phrase, launched on a new Long March.
The emphasis has now shifted to socialist modernization
to build a powerful socialist country with modern agricul-
ture, modern industry, modern national defence, and
modern science and technology. We are going all out to
achieve this by the end of the century. Such a bold en-
deavour means bringing profound changes to the politi-
cal, economic and cultural life of the country.

This new Long March calls for sustained political fer-
vour and hard work. Like their menfolk, China’s
women, who account for half the population, do not
spare themselves in the effort to realize the nation’s
modernization programme. Women workers, peasants,
soldiers, cadres, scientists, writers, school teach-
ers— women in all fields are dedicated to the task histo-
ry has called on them to perform in China’s new period
of development.

Resuming publication at this juncture, Women of
China 18 called on to carry a greater responsibility than
ever before and to serve as a bridge to bring the women
of our country and of other lands closer together. I am
confident this magazine will convey the facts to its readers
on how in the post-gang-offour period the Chinese
women live, work and study as they carry on the socialist
revolution and construction.

As I write, China and the United States have agreed
to normalize relations. The establishment of diplomatic re-
lations between the two countries is a great step forward
in the struggle for peace in the world. It will be welcomed
by peacedoving people everywhere. 1 wish to extend
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through this magazine my best wishes to our friends in
the United States.

May the new Women of China strike deeper roots
and flourish in the new historical period of the Chinese
" nation. '

(March 1979)



Yugoslav Children and Parents
Enjoy the Show

Feng Shuxiang
A Chinese Male Puppetry Artist

The puppet show Monkey Makes Havoc in Heaven
interpreted in Esperanto, was given the ‘‘Best Art
Award’’ when the Chinese Puppet Art Troupe, during a
friendly wvisit to Yugoslavia, made its debut last October
at the 12th International Drama Festival in Belgrade and
the 11th International Puppet Show Festival in Zagreb.

“I Hope You’ll Get the Prize’’

The Chinese mythological show is based on an epi-
sode in the classical novel Journey to the West, popular
among the Chinese people since it was written in the 16th
century. The hero of the show is Sun Wukong, a clever
and daring monkey who challenges the authority of the
deity and overcomes the heavenly warriors sent to sup-
press him. The Monkey King appears on stage as a rod
puppet and also as a hand puppet made of rubber, and
the little monkey soldiers are glove puppets. This is an at-
tempt to break down the barriers between the various pup-
pet media and incorporate them into the rod-puppet
show. The climax of the show is a scene where an actor,
playing the role of Sun Wukong, appears on the stage.
Brandishing his ““magic gold staff,’’ he hurls the heaven-
ly warriors away with a magnificent display of acrobatic
skill. The scene highlights the power of the humanized
monkey, greatly enhances the effectiveness of puppet show
and adds vividness to this fantasy drama. The Chinese art-
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ists make full use of lighting, decor and other techniques
of the modern stage to enrich the artistry of the presenta-
tion. Zlatic Zlatko, the Yugoslav sculptor whose work
Meeting was presented the ‘“Best Art Award’’ at the
Puppet Show Festival, told the Chinese artists before the
awards were given, “I do hope you'll get the
prize.”’ His wish was realized.

Traveling 200 Miles to See the Show

The troupe’s performances were well received by
Yugoslav audiences. Tisljar Zlatko, manager of the Inter-
national-Drama Festival, congratulated the Chinese art-
ists, saying, ‘““This is the first time that I’ ve ever seen
such a big, highly artistic and comprehensive puppet
show. You’ ve certainly put on a good performance.’’

Our friends from the Sarajevo Puppet Troupe drove
200 miles to attend the performance. After the show, they
said, “It is hard to believe that they are puppets. The
characters are so life-like.’”” The Chinese artists also met
Borislav Mrksi¢ who has made a deep study of the theory
and presentation of puppet shows and written many arti-
cles and a number of books on the subject in addition to
directing many Yugoslav and foreign puppet shows. After
seeing the performance, he said to his Chinese friends,
“I’ve worked in this field for many years. This is the
first time I have seen a Chinese performance. You’ve
opened up new horizons for the art.”” As a token of ap-
preciation, he presented the troupe with a copy of his
book Puppet’s Smile, which discusses the history and the-
ories of this art.

“Please Sign Your Name on My Shirt’’

During our three-week stay in Yugoslavia, the
Chinese Puppet Art Troupe gave 13 performances in
Belgrade and Zagreb. Special performances were given to
about 9,000 workers and children. Our troupe was given
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a cordial welcome everywhere we went and, when we
walked in the streets, many Yugoslavians raised clasped
hands and greeted us with cheers.

On one occasion, several members of our troupe
were surrounded by a group of pupils clamoring for our
autographs. They beseeched us to sign our autographs in
notebooks, on sheets of paper, and even on their arms
and the palms of their hands. A number pulled up their
shirts and urged the visitors to sign on their bare backs.
One little boy took off his shirt and asked, ““Please sign
your name on my shirt. I'll hang it on the wall of my
room as a souvenir.’’

(July 1979)
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The First Women’s Delegation
Visits the United States

In May 1979, the first Chinese Women’s Delegation
from the People’s Republic of China, headed by Huang
Ganying, visited the United States as guests of the National
Committee on US-China Relations. The following are some
of the impressions of two members of the delegation.

— Ed.

AMERICAN WOMEN SEE THINGS IN A NEW LIGHT

Li Minhua
A Chinese Woman Scientist

‘“ Are there many women scientists in China?’’

““How do working women take care of their
children? Are there day-care centers? How much do they
pay for them?’’

T was happily surprised to be asked these and other
guestions during my second visit to the United States. As
I looked into the inquisitive eyes of my friends around
me, I said to myself, “How American women have
changed! They see things in a new light now!”’

This would never have happened in the United
States when I studied and worked there back in the 1940s
and 1950s. In those days, most American women thought
they were born to be housewives, tied down to the end-
less, tedious chores of home-making and baby-care. Day-
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