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Introduction

The day had been long . . . meetings with staff . . . review-

ing notes for a news conference . . . preparations for an
upcoming radio show . . . finishing touches on an article for
a national publication . . . a batch of phone calls . . . last minute
arrangements for a quick trip to Wichita . . . a newsletter
deadline.

It’d been another day in the life of a small-town, pro-life
organization.

Climbing into bed, I reached for something to read while
I waited for my wife. I was contemplating inviting Dr. Anthony
Evans, president of the Urban Alternative, to be our guest
speaker at an upcoming pro-life banquet; and I had picked up
his recent book, America’s Only Hope, to see what the man had
to say about changing the culture. After setting the slip cover
aside and glancing briefly at the table of contents, I leafed
forward to page 11. And then I saw it, his prologue to chapter
1—the fateful nursery rhyme:

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall.

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.

All the king’s horses,
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And all the king’s men,

Couldn’t put Humpty together again.

Life changing, isn’t it? Well, it was for me.

For nearly a year, I had been studying the crisis in Ameri-
can manhood and was developing new teaching material for
men along the lines of what I was referring to as the principles
of “Kingdom Manhood.” Dr. Evans’ use of the Humpty Dumpty
metaphor helped put things into focus for me.

You see, in Dr. Evans’ apologue, Mr. Dumpty symbolizes
our modern Western society, and the “king’s men” are the
guys in Washington, D.C., who are attempting to put Humpty
back together again. Because of our culture’s orientation to-
ward secular humanism, many Americans have progressively
elevated the government, and particularly the president, to the
place of “king.” That is to say, most have begun to look to the
institution and people of government as our nation’s lord and
savior.

Though the nice people on Pennsylvania Avenue may be
sincere, I think it is becoming increasingly obvious that civil
government will never put Humpty back together again. In
fact, the way they positioned him on the wall was precarious
and unbalanced to begin with. Whether they knew it or not,
they set him up to fall-it was inevitable.

In reality, Mr. Dumpty does not need to be rebuilt; he
needs to be reborn. Even if we could “fix” him, which we
cannot, were we to put him back up on the wall, he would
eventually fall off again.

Over two hundred years ago, a professor by the name of
Alexander Tytler suggested that societies built squarely upon
the unrestrained democratic will of the people are destined to
run their course in about two hundred years. Thus he says:

A democracy cannot exist as a permanent form of govern-
ment. It can only exist until the voters discover that they
can vote themselves largesse from the public treasury. From
that moment on, the majority always votes for the candi-
dates promising the most benefits from the public trea-
sury, with the result that a democracy always collapses over
loose fiscal policy, always followed by a dictatorship.

The average age of the world’s greatest civilizations has
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been two hundred years. These nations have progressed
through this sequence: From bondage to spiritual faith;
from spiritual faith to great courage; from courage to
liberty; from liberty to abundance; from abundance to
complacency; from complacency to apathy; from apathy to
dependence; from dependence back again into bondage.'

Has the clock simply run out on this experiment we call
Western culture. Perhaps Humpty is on the ground in a mil-
lion pieces. Perhaps the idol is broken, and it cannot be re-
paired.

Nevertheless, all is not lost, for the true “King’s men” are
not the ones found in the halls of Congress; they are the ones
found in the church, and they have yet to emerge on the scene.
When they do, things will look very different.

* * * * *

This is a book about the unfolding cultural crisis in America.
From the angry Feminist movement to the anti-war pacifists,
from the Oval Office to the television and radio talk-show
circuit, from the pastoral study to the Federal Reserve Board,
from the arts community to the world of commerce, from
nearly every sector of society, people are beginning to admit
the obvious—Mr. Dumpty has fallen off the wall. Most would
also readily admit that the men who are trying to put him back
together again are failing at the task.

The progressive collapse of Western culture is fundamen-
tally a collapse in American leadership on every level. More-
over, because men have been appointed by God to provide
servant leadership to the three primary spheres of society—the
church, the state, and the family—and because, whether we like
it or not, men are still the predominant leaders in these three
realms, the crisis we face is ultimately the manifestation of a
crisis in American manhood. Therefore, this is a book about
men.

But it is not about all men. It is about men who are
increasingly aware of an inner longing to find and serve the
true King. It is about men who yearn to discover and walk in
a genuine definition of virility. It is about men who are tired
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of living in the disappointing illusion of the so-called “Ameri-
can Dream.” It is about men who have become desperate
enough to want to discover their true purpose and destiny. It
is, therefore, about men destined to change the course of a
nation. It is about the true King’s men.

If you are a man seeking for truth, this book is about you.
May you find the King.



Part I

Where Are All
the King’s Men?






Man of the Year

For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the
revealing of the sons of God.

Romans 8:19

Standing at the counter, waiting for my insurance agent to
return with my paperwork, I noticed a recent edition of Time
magazine sitting on the coffee table in the lobby. The bold
headline leaped at me from across the room with these words,
“MAN OF THE YEAR.” And below the heading was the name
Ted Turner (the founder and owner of Cable News Network).

Later, after reading through the article, I was shocked by
what I found. Although astonishingly successful in the busi-
ness world, Mr. Turner’s personal life read like a tragic novel.

15
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Marital unfaithfulness, multiple divorces, alcoholism, fits of
rage and violence (mostly verbal, but sometimes physical),
bouts with manic-depression, talk of suicide, and the fear of
assassination were all displayed for the world to see. Psychiat-
ric counseling and lithium finally helped “tame” the rage in
Ted’s soul at about age fifty.

As I stood there reflecting on the pitiful saga of Mr. Turner’s
life, our national “MAN OF THE YEAR,” I mused to myself,
“Unbelievable! Unbelievable! Whom are they trying to kid?”

I began to realize that every society has its male icons, men
bigger-than-life to those who are small in their own eyes. These
are the men that we claim to have found in our desperate
search for manhood. They embody real “manliness” according
to the standards set by popular culture.

It also became apparent to me that the Time cover story
reflects our society’s active search for these male icons, a real
and dynamic undercurrent in modern culture. There seems to
be an emotional need for people to discover male heroes, men
we common folk can look up to. Furthermore, if real heroes
are in short supply, society is often all too willing to enthrone
small men in their stead. Unwittingly, we are highly committed
to a historical and biblical idea—we need “real men” in our
land.

Obviously, Ted Turner is one of our cultural icons, but is
he a “real man”?

In Search of a Real Man

The search for genuine manhood in America is gaining
fresh momentum as we near the end of the twentieth century.
Innately, we all seem to know that we need real men. Occa-
sionally, Hollywood claims to have found some. The marines
are still looking. Millions of American voters watch the various
political races each year in hopes of finding one or two that
they can endorse, or at least tolerate, come November. We all
know of countless unmarried women who are involved in the
search, some desperately so. Fathers and mothers eagerly seek
them among their children. At the same time, millions of
fatherless boys and girls are longing for one to call dad. Every-
where we look people are anxiously seeking to find the real
men.




