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Preface

In this book we investigate the empirical relationship between internal
migration and public policy in Canada. Each of us has pursued this chal-
lenging issue, on and off, for more than two decades, and for one of us,
it has been more than three since the study of policy-induced migration
began. Our collaboration goes back to 1994 when we undertook a review
of the literature for the Ontario Fair Tax Commission. The basic work for
the present study was undertaken at Statistics Canada over about a four-
year period beginning with our initial proposals for research and ending in
2001 after our results were cleared for publication by Statistics Canada. We
completed a long technical report on our work in 2002, and then published
a short journal article, which for various reasons appeared in print only in
2006. We sought support for publication of the full study, undergoing the
associated reviewing, and once that lengthy process had been successfully
completed, we undertook the substantial revisions that are required to turn
the technical report into a book. All of this has taken time, and so we are
pleased to finally be able to present our work here along with our assess-
ment of the state of the Canadian literature on policy-induced migration.

Our original research was financed by a grant from the federal depart-
ment of Human Resources, and by many services-in-kind from Statistics
Canada under their Visiting Research Fellowship program. Winer’s research
was also partly supported by the Canada Research Chairs program. The
publication of the book itself is supported by the Aid to Scholarly Publica-
tions Program of the Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social
Sciences. We are grateful for all of this financial help, without which our
research and this book would not have been possible.

Programming was provided by Manohar Surkund. Our debt to him is
substantial. He has worked on migration almost as long as we have. Long
before he retired, he was the programmer for the study on internal migration
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that Stanley Winer and Denis Gauthier completed in 1983 for the Economic
Council of Canada, the first study in Canada to use migration data derived
from tax files. It was our good fortune that he retired from the Public Ser-
vice just before we began the present work and that our paths crossed at
the right time. Processing the tax tapes to derive the migration data we use
for our empirical work is a huge, difficult, and time-consuming enterprise,
one that for obvious reasons of confidentiality must be done only at Statis-
tics Canada under its careful oversight. We could not have completed the
task without Manohar’s expertise. The task was actually enormous for all
concerned, and when we reflect on this project now, we are at times amazed
that we decided to undertake it.

The book before you is a substantially revised version of Human Resour-
ces Development Canada Technical Report w-o1-3E, which was made avail-
able by them on the web in 2002, and on Stanley Winer’s website at www.
carleton.ca/~winers. Selected results from the full study appeared in Inter-
national Tax and Public Finance 13 (2006), 535-64, under the title “Policy-
Induced Internal Migration: An Empirical Investigation of the Canadian
Case.” We are grateful to editors Michael Devereux and John Wilson for
their helpful comments and editorial assistance.

Some of the material in the book is taken from our journal article and
some from the review (Day and Winer 1994) that we did for the Ontario
Fairtax Commission. We extend our appreciation to Springer and to the
University of Toronto Press for permission to use this published work here.

We are also grateful to a great number of people who assisted us in vari-
ous ways in the course of our research. To Louis Grignon, Marcel Bédard,
Patrick Hayes, and Anne Tweddle at HRDC, and to Garnett Picot, Richard
Dupuy, Len Landry, Shawna Brown, Lise Champagne, Dan Finnerty, Michel
Girard, Pat Grainger, Mark Levesque, Brian Murphy, Ronald Rioux, Abe
Tarasovsky, and Karen Wilson at Statistics Canada. (The long gestation per-
iod of the manuscript is such that Abe, Garnett, and Len are now retired.)
We also want to thank several anonymous referees as well as John Cragg,
Ross Finnie, Pierre Lefebvre, Tim Sargent, Frangois Vaillancourt, and Jean-
Pierre Voyer for assistance with various aspects of the project. Michael
Francis, Jafar Khondaker, Richard Levesque, and Déla Hoyi provided able
research assistance in the conduct of the research and in the preparation of
the manuscript.

Finally, we would like to express our appreciation to Philip Cercone,
Ron Curtis, and Susanne McAdam and the production team at McGill-
Queen’s University Press for their patience and their help in the preparation
of the book.
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