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How much do you know about British and American festivities ! ? Do
you know that ancient 2 pagan customs * are still part of some
festivities? This book tells you about the most important festivities of
the year, their origins * and how they are celebrated.

You will notice that some festivities are celebrated only in Great
Britain and others only in America. You will also notice that Americans
love big celebrations with parades ® and marching bands °.

If you want to know more about a festivity, you can contact the

Internet sites listed on page 116.

1. festivities : 17H o 4. origins : & °
2. ancient : ¥ &€ o 5. parades : {if{T ©
3. pagan customs : SH M - 6. marching bands : HEH A7 HE I SREA ©
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he second Monday of October is Columbus

z Day! This festivity is celebrated only in the
‘ United States of America. Why?

During Christopher Columbus’ time people thought the
world was flat. Columbus was born in Genoa, a beautiful
Italian city on the north-west coast. For many years he
watched ships leave the port ! of Genoa. He noticed that these ships scemed
to go under the horizon *. He was convinced ¢ that the world was round, but
no one believed him. He wanted to reach the East by sailing to the West.
Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain believed Columbus’ theory.
They gave him three ships, the Santa Maria, the Nina and the Pinta to
travel and test this theory.

Columbus was an expert navigator *. After a long and difficult voyage,
he and his men reached the North American continent > on 12 October,
1492! The famous Italian explorer discovered the New World! After his

great discovery a new era © of exploration 7 began and America was born.

[. port: i THEHL - 5. continent : K o
2. horizon : Hi P2k - 6. era: L o
3. was convinced : ffi i ° 7. exploration : %% o

4. navigator : FHIH
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Today most Americans celebrate Columbus Day with colourful parades

and they elect ! a Columbus Day Queen. The parade is usually long with

big floats * dedicated to*
Columbus and there are
other multi-cultural 4
floats too. After the
parade there is usually a
dinner and dance.

In San Francisco,
California, there is also
a re-enactment ° of
Columbus’ discovery. A
man dresses up © as
Columbus and several
other men dress up as
his sailors. They get
into a boat and row to
the beach. When they
get out of their boat
they kneel on the beach
and thank God.

Americans enjoy
remembering the great

navigator!

1. elect: JE%E o
floats : #24° »

3. dedicated to : 40/

o]

A Columbus Day float in New York.

4. multi-cultural : 2 fp 3C{bny o
5. re-enactment : FFICHERL o

6. dresses up : fb¥ ¢



UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

o Are the following sentences true (T) or false (F)? Correct the
false ones.

a. Columbus Day is celebrated only in the United
States.

b. Christopher Columbus wanted to reach the West
by sailing to the East.

c. The King and Queen of Spain gave Columbus two
ships: the Santa Maria and the Pinta.

d. Columbus was an Italian scientist.
e. He discovered the New World on 12 October, 1492.

f. Most Americans celebrate Columbus Day with
patriotic speeches.

L OOdb 0O O O=
O 00O O O Om-

g. In San Francisco, California, there is a
re-enactment of Columbus’ discovery.

0 0dd one out!

Circle the word in each group that doesn’t belong to the same
group.

a. sea round lake ocean river

b. American coast British Spanish Italian

c. sailor navigator beach  explorer teacher

d. city town horizon village metropolis

Now use the circled words to fill in the gaps.

a. Genoa is a city on the north-west ................. ,

b. Columbus noticed that ships seemed to go under the

¢. He was convinced that the world was ................. P

d. The sailors get into a boat and row to the ................. .

12



e Which of these men were great explorers? Circle their names.

[ & st

2 ﬁarco Polo
__King Arthur
Magellan
Robin Hood
Sir Francis Drake
Captain Cook
King Ferdinand

Columbus

Name a famous explorer from your country.
What did he discover or explore?
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CHAPTER TWO

(;\' 1
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alloween is celebrated on 31 October. It is an
exciting event in the United States and in Great Britain.
Every American calendar has Halloween marked on it.

. Halloween has ancient Celtic origins. On the Celtic
calendar Samhain was the last day of summer and the last day of the
year, 31 October.

The Celtic priests, called Druids, practised? religious rituals® and
magic on Samhain. They also predicted ¢ the future.

On this day the Celts made big fires and dressed in scary® costumes®.
They wanted to frighten the evil spirits. They dressed as ghosts,
skeletons” and witches ®. They believed that ghosts came out of their
tombs on the night of 31 October.

Samhain also became a harvest festival after the Roman invasion® of

1. Halloween : JJ &[4 ° 6. costumes : R4 »
2. practised : %17 ° 7.

3. rituals : B o g

4. predicted : il 75 © /
5. scary : HF AT o 9. invasion : {20 o

14






