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Preface

pecial education is an ongoing story of people. It is the story of a

preschool child with multiple disabilities who benefits from early inter-

vention services. It is the story of a child with mental retardation whose

parents and teachers work together to ensure she participates in classroom
and extracurricular activities with her peers. It is the story of a middle school stu-
dent with learning disabilities who helps his parents and teachers plan an instruc-
tional program that builds upon his strengths and addresses his weaknesses. It is the
story of the gifted and talented child who brings new insights to old problems, the
high school student with cerebral palsy who is learning English as his second lan-
guage, and the young woman with visual impairments who has recently moved into
her own apartment and rides a city bus to work. Special education is also the story
of the parents and families of exceptional children and of the teachers and other pro-
fessionals who work with them.,

1 hope you will find the eighth edition of Exceptional Children an informative,
accessible, and interesting introduction to the ongoing story of special education.
Whether you are an undergraduate in a preservice teacher training program or a
general education teacher with years of experience, [ encourage you to continue
your study and involvement with children and adults with special needs.

TEXT ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE

My primary goals for the eighth edition remain the same as for previous
editions: to present an informative and responsible introduction to the profes-
sional practices, trends, and research that define contemporary special educa-
tion while also conveying the diversity and excitement of this changing field. The
book begins with “A Personal View of Special Education”—ten perspectives on
the purpose and responsibilities of special education—{followed by fifteen chap-
ters organized into three parts.

Part 1, Foundations for Understanding Special Education, includes three chapters.
Chapter 1 presents an overview of terminology: laws, policies, and practices that are
consistent with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and the excep-
tional childs right to receive a free, appropriate education in the least restrictive envi-
ronment. Information on the IDEA Improvement Act of 2004 is included in this and
other chapters. Chapter 2 describes the referral, assessment, program planning, and
placement of students with special education needs. Chapter 3 discusses the important
role parents and families play in the decision-making process for addressing the indi-
vidual educational needs of their children and how special educators can form effec-
tive partnerships with parents from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.

Part 2, Educational Needs of Exceptional Students, contains ten categorical chap-
ters of exceptionality. Chapters 4 through 13 introduce the definitions, characteris-
tics, prevalence, causes, historical background, assessment techniques, instructional
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strategies, placement alternatives, and current issues and future trends for specific categories
of special education needs, including giftedness and talent.

Part 3, Special Education Across the Life Span, describes the role of special education
during two critical developmental periods in the lives of exceptional children. Chapter 14
examines early childhood special education and the important role early intervention plays
in nurturing the development of young children with special needs and those who are at
risk for acquiring disabilities. Chapter 15 discusses transition from secondary school and
the responsibility educators and parents share in preparing students with disabilities for
adulthood.

KEY THEMES AND FEATURES

As 1 said earlier, the story of special education is an ongoing one that is written every day
by teachers across the country serving the needs of all children in a variety of settings. The
stories of some of these exceptional teachers are included in these pages. The work of these
educators is reflected in the narrative and the features of this text and shows how special
educators can engage students in classroom instruction by using effective strategies in a cul-
turally responsive manner.

Exceptional Teachers Engage Students in Classroom Instruction

Featured Teacher Essays Each chapter begins with a first-person essay by master teach-
ers that reflects the joys, challenges, and realities of teaching exceptional children.
Drawn from urban, subur-
ban, and rural school districts
across the country, the 17
featured teachers share per-
sonal experiences and wis-
dom gathered from years of
instructing children in a vari-
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Exceptional Teachers Multimedia CD-ROM This multimedia interactive CD-ROM in-
cludes 54 video clips with supporting commentary, artifacts, and discussion questions de-
veloped in collaboration with dozens of general education and special education teachers
at six schools. The content of the CD-ROM is integrated throughout the text through a



CD-ROM icon at specific points in the chapter narrative, and in some of
the Featured Teacher essays and Teaching & Learning boxes. (See “Sup-
plements and Resources for the Student” on p. viii for more in-depth in-
formation on the CD-ROM.)

Exceptional Teachers Use Research-Based Strategies
in the Classroom

Teaching & Learning Boxes The foundation of special education, without
which everything would fall apart, is good instruction provided by teach-
ers, day in and day out. To inform you of the critical elements of good in-
struction and provide numerous examples of application, each chapter
includes one or more Teaching & Learning feature box(es) that describe a
wide range of effective teaching interventions. From classroom manage-
ment and peer support strategies for inclusion to curriculum modifica-
tions and suggestions for creating multimedia activity schedules for
children, these boxes provide clear and practical guidelines for designing,
implementing, and evaluating instruction for students with disabilities.
All of the strategies described in the Teaching & Learning features are
classroom-tested and supported by research documenting their effective-
ness. Furthermore, each Teaching & Learning feature includes a step-by-
step “How to Get Started” section for implementing the strategy in the
classroom.

Tips for Beginning Teachers Each chapter culminates with practical, quick
tips for beginning teachers on how to avoid common pitfalls in the class-
room. These suggestions, offered by the master teacher(s) featured in the
chapter, range from tips for successful co-teaching and collaboration with
families, to finding a mentor, learning about students’ cultures, becoming
student advocates, and celebrating each students accomplishments, no
matter how small.

Exceptional Teachers Are Culturally Responsive

Diversity & Exceptionality Boxes Diversity and multicultural issues
and perspectives are inherent throughout this book. However, in
certain chapters, there is more information that deserves to be high-
lighted. This feature describes strategies teachers can use in the class-
room for working with students from culturally and linguistically
diverse backgrounds.

Profiles & Perspectives Boxes Each chapter contains one or more Pro-
files & Perspectives essay(s) that highlight the personal struggles, tri-
umphs, and stories of students with exceptionalities or those involved in
special education. For example, in “Mental Retardation: Is It Time to
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Abandon the Myth?” (Chapter 4), J. David Smith argues that the term
mental retardation is inappropriate, misleading, and should be aban-
doned. In “The Autism Wars” (Chapter 7), Catherine Maurice, author of
the powerful best-seller Let Me Hear Your Voice, describes the enormous
difficulties faced by parents of children with autism in choosing scien-
tifically tested interventions from the many myths, fads, and miracle
cures that surround autism.

OTHER KEY FEATURES OF THE
EIGHTH EDITION

Focus Questions

Each chapter begins with five questions that provide a framework for
studying the chapter and its implications. These Focus Questions serve as
discussion starters for introducing, overviewing, concluding, or reviewing
chapter content.

CEC Performance-Based Standards

Although special education teacher certification and licensure requirements vary from state to
state, all special educators are expected to demonstrate a common set of competencies. The
Council for Exceptional Children’s (CEC) Performance-Based Standards for Beginning Spe-
cial Education Teachers is a comprehensive set of knowledge and skill standards organized
within 10 domain areas (e.g., Foundations, Individual Learning Differences, Instructional
Strategies, Assessment). The CEC Standards were developed in collaboration with the Inter-
state New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC) and serve as the basis for
curriculum content of teacher preparation programs approved by the National Council for the

Due process safeguards

Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE). Individual teach-

Council for
Exceptional
Children

Content
Standards for
Beginning Teachers—Common
Core: Issues, assurances, and
due process rights related to
assessment, eligibility, and
placement within a continuum
of services (CC1K6).

ers can use the standards as a guide/template for assessing their
own progress as professionals (Crutchfield, 2003).

The Common Core standards are printed on the inside
front cover of the text. Margin notes throughout the text link
critical content to specific knowledge and skill statements
from CECs Performance-Based Standards for Beginning
Teachers. Look for margin notes such as the one shown here
with the CEC icon.

Coverage of PRAXIS Il Tests

The PRAXIS TI™ tests—the Subject Assessment/Specialty Area Tests of the PRAXIS Series
of Professional Assessments for Beginning Teachers™—assess students’ knowledge of con-
tent standards. Many states require a passing score on one or more PRAXIS 11 tests for li-
censure or certification as a special education teacher. A PRAXIS Study Grid in the
Appendix shows where content areas of the PRAXIS I Test, Special Education Core Princi-
ples, are discussed in the text. A listing of the PRAXIS Special Education Core Principles is
on the inside back cover of this text.

SUPPLEMENTS AND RESOURCES FOR THE STUDENT

Exceptional Teachers Multimedia CD-ROM

As you use the CD-ROM packaged with this text, you will see some of the master teachers
featured in the text in action. These teachers (from six different schools) work in a variety



of classroom settings to engage students in learning using the research-based strategies dis-
cussed in the text. Any time content is connected to a video clip on the CD-ROM, readers
will see a CD-ROM margin note that directs them to the appropriate clip on the CD.

Each of the six schools on the CD has nine video clips, with a total of 54 clips on the
CD. Examples of the type of footage you will see include: a kindergarten teacher using
choral responding to conduct a classwide morning warm-
up activity, collaborative learning activities in an inclusive

middle school science classroom, a teacher using puppets to Tclusxve
5 2 g1y r m Tor
he.lp preschoolers with dlsablhtles learn language and social T
skills, a parent-teacher conference, and an IEP meeting, 5 ‘typically
Each of the video clips on the CD-ROM also includes developing peers, go to
two audio commentaries by the teachers or the authors of “Oakstone Academy” on the

the CD-ROM (Bill Heward and Charles Wood). These com- 2P tiona/_Teachfirs_ £

: h . ROM and click on “Circle
mentaries help users to synthesize and connect video footage 1 ond "Puppet Stories”
to chapter content and the current trends in the field.

Student Study/Media Guide

The Student Study/Media Guide provides you with a useful resource for learning about ex-
ceptional children, their families, and the field of special education. Chapter objectives,
chapter overviews, chapter-at-a-glance tables, guided reviews, homework assignments,
“What Do You Think?” activities covering current and controversial issues, and self-check
quizzes allow you to review course content, apply new knowledge and skills, and prepare
for tests and exams.

This guide also connects content from the text to the Companion Website and the Ex-
ceptional Teachers Multimedia CD-ROM with activities and questions for further reflection.

Companion Website

A user-friendly Companion Website (www.prenhall.com/

heward), designed to complement this text, is integrated To review the

Preface

into the textbook via margin notes. Identified by the Com-
panion Website logo, these notes direct you to online mate-
rials that will assist in reviewing chapter content, doing
research online, and accessing related materials and profes-
sional resources. The Companion Website enhances learn-
ing by giving students access to:

® Study Aids—Essential Concepts, Chapters-at-a-Glance,
Guided Reviews, Focus Questions, SAFMEDS for Key

necessary parts of an
IEP, go to the “What
C-‘j{};‘f{;ﬂ'{;’” Components Make Up
s |EPs?" in Part 1 of
“Developing Quality IEPs: A
Case-Based Tutorial” in Chapter
2 on the Companion Website,
www.prenhall.com/heward.
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Terms, and interactive Chapter Quizzes help you gauge your understanding of chapter
content.

® Bonus Video Clips—Extended and in-depth looks at classroom teaching practices
from the schools featured on the Exceptional Teachers Multimedia CD-ROM.

® Templates and Resources for Completing Activities/Assignments.

® Reflective Questions and Activities—Each chapter contains reflective questions re-
lated to the Teaching & Learning, Profiles & Perspectives, and Diversity & Excep-
tionality features in the text. The In-Class Activities module offers different types of
activities for each chapter, including Group Activities and Response Card Activities.

® More Information about the Teachers Featured in the Text—The Featured Teacher
module provides real artifacts from in-service teachers who teach students with the
disabilities covered in the text.

® Resources Related to Chapter Topics—Web Links in each chapter help students ac-
cess additional information on chapter topics and areas of study.

® Specialized Assignments— The assignments module houses different types of as-
signments to help you through the topics studied in the text. These assignments in-
clude Position Papers, What Do You Think?, and Make It, Use It activities.

® An Open Forum for Communication—You can collaborate and communicate with
other students enrolled in classes like yours all across the country using the Message
Board feature.

® Developing Quality IEPs: A Case-Based Interactive Tutorial—walks you through
the development of Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and familiarizes you
with criteria for assessing their quality: The tutorial includes six case studies with re-
lated exercises and a variety of additional resources, web links, journal articles, and
forms for developing and evaluating IEPs. Margin notes in Chapter 2 direct you to rel-
evant information and activities in the TEP tutorial.

SUPPLEMENTS AND RESOURCES FOR THE INSTRUCTOR

Video Library

Course instructors receive a complimentary set of four compelling videos that can be used
to supplement and extend information and issues introduced in the text. Exceptional Teach-
ers in Action includes all 54 video clips from the Exceptional Teachers Multimedia CD-ROM.
Guidelines for Making Decisions About IEP Services, produced by the Vermont Department of
Education, helps IEP team members, including families, make informed decisions about
what special education and related services are necessary and appropriate for children with
disabilities. Together We Can!, produced by the Juniper Gardens Children’s Project in Kansas
City, describes a classwide peer tutoring program in which every student in a general edu-
cation classroom participates as both tutor and tutee. LifeLink highlights a program that pro-
vides opportunities for secondary students with disabilities to learn independent living
skills and prepare for life in the adult community.

Companion Website

Located at www.prenhall.com/heward, the user-friendly website that accompanies this
text provides online resources for professors as well as students. Professors can access on-
line materials by going to the Instructor’s Resources section of the Companion Website.
Here you will find supplemental lectures corresponding to PRAXIS and CEC standards and
competencies; suggested discussion questions, class activities, and homework assignments;
answers to activities printed in the Student Study Media Guide; and additional resources
for effective instruction. Instructors also have access to the Syllabus Manager™ tool which
allows them to create and customize syllabi online. See Instructor Resource Center section



below for information on downloading PowerPoint slides and online versions of the In-
structor’s Manual and Test Bank.

Instructor’s Manual

An expanded and improved Instructor’s Manual includes numerous recommendations for
presenting and extending text content. The manual consists of chapter objectives and
overviews of essential concepts; connections to CEC and PRAXIS standards; class discus-
sion and essay/position paper topics; in-class activities such as cooperative group activities,
SAFMEDS, response card activities, and ideas for debates; guest speakers; application ex-
ercises; and homework assignments. Additional video and Internet resources are also pro-
vided for each chapter.

Overhead Transparencies/PowerPoint Slides

The transparencies—available in PowerPoint slide format on the Instructor Resource Center
at www.prenhall.com—highlight key concepts, summarize content, and illustrate figures
and charts from the text. Acetate transparencies are available for use with the text for quali-
fied adopters (contact your local sales representative for more information).

Test Bank and TestGen Software

A completely revised test bank of more than 750 questions also accompanies the text. These
multiple-choice, short answer, and essay questions can be used to assess students’ recogni-
tion, recall, and synthesis of factual content and conceptual issues from each chapter. The
computerized version of the test bank (TestGen) is available in a Windows and Macintosh
format, along with assessment software allowing professors to create and customize exams
and track student progress.

Instructor Resource Center

The Instructor Resource Center opens the door to a variety of print and media resources in
downloadable, digital format. As a registered faculty member, you can log in directly to pre-
mium online products, download resource files directly to your computer, and receive im-
mediate access and instructions for installing Course Management content to your campus
server.

Digital resources available for Exceptional Children, 8e include:

Text-specific PowerPoints

An online version of the Instrcutor’s Manual

OneKey Course Management options including Blackboard and WebCT

Access and instructions for downloading a Blackboard cartridge or WebCT e-Pack

To access these items online, go to www.prenhall.com and click on the Instructor Sup-
port button and then go to the Download Supplements section. Here you will be able to
login or complete a one-time registration for a user name and password.

OneKey Course Management

OneKey is Prentice Halls exclusive new online resource for students and instructors.
OneKey is an integrated online course management resource featuring everything students
and instructors need for work in or outside of the classroom, available in the nationally
hosted CourseCompass platform, as well as WebCT and Blackboard. For more information

about OneKey, please contact your local Merrill representative prior to placing your text-
book order.
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