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Preface

Terrorism is the latest buzzword in the news media, within the federal gov-
ernment, and throughout the emergency response community across the U.S.
Terrorism has become a fact of life in certain countries around the world,
like Northern Ireland, England, Israel, and Japan. It is, however, no longer a
problem that just happens somewhere else. Bombings at the World Trade
Center, the Oklahoma City Federal Building, the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, and
in many other locations throughout the U.S., have brought the idea of ter-
rorism home. It does not just happen in other countries around the world —
it can also happen here. It is not just foreign countries and factions that
sponsor terrorism, but domestic groups as well, including militia, anti-gov-
ernment, anti-abortion, and animal rights organizations, to mention a few.
While bombings have been the terrorist weapon of choice in the past, chem-
ical and biological agents will likely be the weapons of choice in the future.
Biological agents in particular are cheap and easy to make without detection.
They have often been referred to as the “poor man’s atom bomb.” A very
small amount of a chemical or biological agent has the potential to kill
thousands of people if disseminated in an effective manner, and there may
be little we can do to prevent its rapid spread. The outcome of a terrorist
attack may well depend on how thoroughly emergency responders at all levels
plan and train to deal with terrorist events.

The underlying mission of this book is to present the idea to emergency
responders that chemical, biological, nuclear, explosive, and incendiary
agents are hazardous materials. Responding to hazardous materials releases
is not unlike responding to acts of terrorism. In fact, a terrorist response is
a combination of a mass casualty incident, technical rescue incident, hazard-
ous materials incident, and crime scene rolled into one. Many warfare/ter-
rorist agents are common industrial chemicals and explosives. Acts of
terrorism are hazardous materials incidents. To quote Chicago Fire Depart-
ment Captain and hazardous materials team member Gene Ryan, chemical
and biological terrorist agents are “hazmats with an attitude” Responders
will still need to exercise recognition and identification procedures, enforce
scene security, establish isolation zones and perimeters, wear proper protec-
tive equipment, and implement decontamination procedures. When dealing
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with acts of terrorism, there are new recognition and identification tools,
advanced equipment technologies, and additional players involved on the
scene of an incident. However, it is still a hazardous materials response at
the local level. If emergency responders are prepared to deal with releases of
hazardous materials, they can also deal effectively with chemical and biolog-
ical agents. What will be required is additional planning, procedures, equip-
ment, and training.

Sadly, however, some emergency response organizations and individual
personnel are not ready to deal with “ordinary” hazardous materials, let alone
chemical and biological agents. Response personnel in some cases will take
the same passive attitude they did with hazardous materials in the beginning.
A turning point occurred when the Emergency Planning and Community
Right-To-Know Act (EPCRA) was passed by Congress in 1986. This legisla-
tion led to training competencies and response procedures for hazardous
materials incidents. Some response organizations still said “it can’t happen
here” and did not prepare.

Chances are that chemical and biological agent attacks, bombings,
nuclear devices, and incendiary device threats will not happen in every com-
munity across the country; however, no one knows where the attack may
occur. The numbers of attacks, when and if they occur, are likely to be small.
But the potential loss of life and disruption of lifestyle as we now know it is
too great to put our heads in the sand and pretend it cannot happen to us.
We must all prepare for the worst and hope for the best.

Every person in this country who responds to emergencies, whether he
or she is a fire, EMS, police, or other emergency professional, should be aware
of the basic tools needed to recognize and safely respond to acts of terrorism.
This book is written to provide concise information for emergency respond-
ers who might be called upon to confront explosive, chemical, nuclear, bio-
logical, or incendiary acts of terrorism. Specific procedures are necessary to
properly respond to acts of terrorism.

Terrorism is another type of hazardous materials incident — with some
special circumstances. How well prepared are you to deal with terrorism?
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