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Longman Simphified English Series

This book has been specially prepared to make enjoy-
able reading for people to whom English is a second or
a foreign language. An English writer never thinks of
avoiding unusual words, so that the learner, trying to
" read the book in its original form, has to turn frequent-
ly to the dictionary and so loses much of the pleasure
that the book ought to give.

This series is planned for such readers. There are
very few words used which are outside the learner’s
vocabulary'. These few extra words are needed for the
story and are explained when they first appear. Long
sentences and difficult sentence ‘patterns have been
simplified. The resulting language is good and usefyl
English, and the simplified book keeps much of the
charm and flavour of the ornginal.

At a rather more difficult level there is The Bridge
Series, which helps the reaaer to cross the gap between
the limited vocabulary and structures of the Simplified
English Series and full English.

It is the aim of these two series to enable thousands
of readers to enjoy without great difficulty some of the
-best books written in the English language, and in
doing so, to equip themselves in the pleasantest possible
way, to understand and appreciate any work written
in Enghsh.

IThe 2,000 root words of the Gemeral Service List of English
Words of the Inferim Report on Vocabulary Selection.
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INTRODUCTION AND NOTE CN THE AUTHOR

Many writers today mix scientific facts and ideas with
imaginative stories. It is a very popular mixtire.
Jules Verne found the secret of this mixture almost by
accident.

Jules Verne was born at Nantes, in France, in 188,
He was studying law when somne travel stories which e
wrote for a newspaper caught the public inicrest. He
began to write books in which scientific ideas were de-
veloped in exciting adventures. His books have been
translated from the French into many lang:ages. There
are still people all over the world who enjoy them,
although they were written nearly a hun:ir:d veais ago.

The most popular today of Jules Verne's books are
A Journey to tre Centre of the Earth (written in 1864),
From the Earth to the Moon (1865}, Twenty Thousand
Leagues under the Sea (1870) and Round the World in
Eighty Days (1873).

Could Jules Verne see the future? In Twenty Thousand
Leagues under the Sea, an imaginary ship, the Naudibus,
sails under the Neorth Pole; a real Naufilus did make the
first voyage under the North Pole in 1958. Can yocu
find anything like this in Round the World in Evghty Days?
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